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ABSTRACT

This study looks at thgallum system in 11 early medieval monastic sites in
south Co. Sligo and attempts to identify tralum system through research of
resources including O.S. maps, published reportls aspecially, study of the
landscape where thalli exist in the form of field boundaries though inrmga
instances only as fragments. This study also deserihe morphology of the
vallumsystem and explores the symbolic significancénaff morphology.

The vallum system was the enclosing element and an esspatiabdf the early
medieval monastic settlement. Thallum was constructed of an earthen bank
with an internal ditch of corresponding proporti@rsa drystone wall without a
ditch. Traces only of thevallum system, particularly of the ditch, are now
evident or visible on the ground, in the maps arah@hotographs. Theallum
system was three-fold and consisted of three dnedl elements enclosing
areas of: the outermosanctus(holy - for mundane activities of the monastery),
sanctior (holier - for the less important monastic duties)d dhe innermost
sanctissimugmost holy - the most important religious spacedacred rituals
and containing the oratory and founder’s gravep 3piritual symbolism of the
three-fold vallum system was profound. In some instances gaactior and
sanctissimusireas were conjoined rather than concentric aitd gfien no trace
remains of thesanctus vallumMost people look only at the monuments which

are located inside the innermost enclosure.
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Chapter 2 Early Christianity and Monasticism

Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 The early medieval monastic vallum system

The vallum system of the early medieval monastic foundationgreland is
considered in this study. The Irish monastadlum system had its origins in the
eremetic and cenobitic monasteries of the earlyathwhich had developed in
the deserts of Egypt (Hughes 1948, 136-9). The igenlived solitary lives
apart from other people and were not bound by rdlkee cenobitic communities
were bound by very strict rules of behaviour (Wdkldd. 1998, xxviii). The
community lived within an area which was rectangirgplan and enclosed by a
single vallum of such slight proportions that it could be stepmaer easily
(Walters 1974, 9). Theallum was not a defence system but a sign to those
inside and outside of the existence of a boundanichvenclosed a special
spiritual placeipid., 9). The monastic system moved from north Africatigh
Gaul to Ireland where the first widespread appemrasf the early medieval
monastery emerged with the curvilineallum gstem in the century after St.
Patrick. The early medieval monastic foundatione an important part of
Ireland’s history and archaeology. There was aopeof uncertain transition
from the preceding Iron Age and perhaps some as@ew memories of that
society prevailed. There were some unidentifieduérices that led to the
adoption of the curvilineavallum system for the monastic foundations (O
Riordain 1940, 176). In this regard some of theribed grave slabs that were
uncovered in modern routine internment in Carrowitle are of interest in that

the designs do suggest influences earlier thars@dmi(Rynne 1987, 43).

In Ireland thevallumwas of such height as to impede visibility to thieen side
but not necessarily greatly massive. Madlum could be a drystone wall or an
internal ditch with outer earthen bank which wasmsunted with thorn (dePaor
1958, 52-4; Hughes ardamlin 1977, 54-56). The importance of tralum lay,
as it had in the desert, in its symbolism as a danand liminality. The ideal

early medieval monastery in Ireland was enclosed \mllum system composed

14



Chapter 2 Early Christianity and Monasticism

of three enclosures (Jenkins 209Q;, MacDonald 2001, 15-21). The outermost
areasanctus(holy) was the domain of those who carried outrthandane duties
of the monastery such as maintenance and farmsdofieanimal and plant
husbandry. The outermostallum of the sanctuswas the least imposing
structure, thesanctiorvallum was more important and tlsanctissimusvallum
was the most imposing. The intermediate ardgw sanctior (holier), was
reserved for the less privileged members of themmomty who carried out the
less onerous duties of the monastery. The innernssstlosure termed
sanctissimugmost holy) was the area reserved for the ablbet,oratory, the
grave of the founder and the cross (Jenkins 2010M@&cDonald 2001, 15-21).
Only the very privileged persons were normally adol to enter the
sanctissimusenclosure. In Ireland some sites such as in Re@sk, Kerry,
(Fanning 1957, 73), theanctior and sanctissimuswere conjoined and both
enclosed by the curvilineaallum, being separated from each other by a north-
south interior curvingallumwith thesanctiorin the western larger area and the
sanctissimusn the eastern. There was no reference to theroast areaibid.).
Fanning and other excavators did not refer to ineet-foldvallum system. The
outermostvallum of the sanctuswas a less imposing structure. It may have
coincided with the seashore as in lona, or not lagilall. Thesanctus vallum
quite often now is not visually evident. Thallum system was imbued with
symbolism of spirituality, the significance and imality of which was

recognised by all.

1.2  Aims and Objectives

The aims of this work are to correlate the workseferal sources especially
Swan (1983), on early medieval monastic enclosusgre he identified the
characteristic features especially the importarfcen® curved field boundaries
which were revealed by the O. S. maps, with theabehotographic studies
(Norman and St. Joseph 1969; Mould 1972) and whk teports of

archaeologists working on early medieval monagtgssn Ireland. It is intended

to review published works relating to the early medl monastic development

15



Chapter 2 Early Christianity and Monasticism

from its origins in the Middle East through Gaul lteland. It is intended to
search for references to possible parallels inratbantries especially Gaul.lt is
intended to study the origins and development afyemedieval monastic
settlements in Ireland and to study the statub®¥allumsystem in 11 of these
sites in Sligo which have been identified by Egatnal. (2005) as having
fragments of the originadallumsystem. Where possible it is intended to attempt
a delineation conjecturally of the original groupldn of the sites. It is intended
also to compare these sites in Sligo with othelyeaedieval monastic sites in
Ireland where excavations and studies have beere,maith the purpose of
establishing the existence (or not) of a wholengdl&canon of planning’. This
study will also address the issue of verificationl @onsistency of Swan'’s list of
characteristic features of the early medieval mbnages and how that list has

borne the tests of time,excavation results andarelerogress since 1983.

This study is focussed on the complesdlum system itself oanctus, sanctior
andsanctissimusn rural settings in south Co. Sligo. The objectiv¢o discover
the existence and the extent of thalum system in early medieval monastic
landscape and to show that the system was morespvigled than hitherto

realised.

The study will show that on the whole the sitesevamall, poor and located on
isolated bog islands or at the ends of ridges. $tudy will use O.S. maps from
the early 18 century, contemporaneous reports, photographs &etial and
terrestrial, and will attempt to reconstruct thegimal ground plan. Further
objectives of this study are to identify and ddserihevallum system of the 11

early medieval monastic sites in south Co. Sligo.

In Chapter 2, an overview is presented of the aliffies experienced by the
early Christians in coping both with Roman impesial and the internal
problems like Arianism (the Trinity) and Pelagiani§Grace of God through

Baptism). The development of monasticism of the dde&athers in Egypt is
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related (Finneran 2002, 11). The lives and progodsSt. Antony the eremite
and St. Pachomius the cenobite are consideredlaybet of the monastery with
its vallumis described (Hughes 1948, 136-9; Ryan 1931, Ti&). movement of
monasticism into Gaul and from there to Irelanttrased. St. Patrick’s mission
ostensibly to counter Pelagianism is related. $diteain Ireland is referred to
and the development of monasticism in Ireland. eRafces to the Tabernacle of
Moses, the Temple of Jerusalem and the influencehef Holy Place are
considered. The ground plans of the early mediewaiastic site in Egypt and

Ireland are discussed.

The meaning of the wordallum is explored with particular reference to the
importance of the boundary and its meanings. Maifferdnt kinds of
boundaries exist for many social reasons and samadaries are not physical.
Enclosures have always existed and are of diffesgmtificances and these are
explored in this chapter. The origin of the cundlar vallum of the early
medieval monastery is considered and possible giefu influences are
explored. The dimensions and fabric of trelum in Ireland is investigated.
Ringforts and monasteries of the early medievalogelare compared and

contrasted.

In the literature review in Chapter 3, the develeptof the interest in

antiquities is traced with reference to early moinalsundations and especially
to thevallum The developments from the Renaissance periocc@msidered

when the development of interest in antiquitiesédieved to have emerged
through the depiction of landscape in paintingsclvlwere intended as aids for
meditation on spiritual subjects. This interesdapictions was followed by an
interest in antiquities. Informed people travelledd observed, visited sites,
formed societies, wrote and sketched. The" i&ntury fostered many
publications on Irish antiquities. In the early™1€entury the political decision
was made to map the whole country in an integratadner. The opportunity

was seized upon by scholars to research and todr&oe antiquities which were
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to be depicted on the maps. The accompanying menaoid letters of the
Ordnance Survey, together with the later editiohshe O.S. Maps of 1880s,
1914s and the 25" map, now comprise valuable resommaterials. In the 20
century the first methodical archaeological excavesttook place. The National
Museum and university departments of archaeologyrewestablished,
publication of learned journals flourished and pssional archaeology emerged.
With these developments are traced the new sdenapproach and the
increasing numbers of excavations of sites inclydihe early medieval

monastery.

In Chapter 4 the methodology adopted in this stsdyxplained. This includes
the research into characteristics of the early evadi monastery in Ireland.
Swan'’s list of features associated with early mealienonasteries is a core
foundation (Swan 1983). Th&rchaeological Inventory of County Sligo Vol 1:
South Sligo(Eganet al. 2005) is of fundamental value in identifying thees
and their special features. From the inventoryeadly medieval monastic sites
are identified as having potential for study. Tableill be drawn up giving
details of the sites and features. The 11 selestted will be visited after
permission has been obtained from land owners. gigphical surveys will be
prepared including the surrounding field systemeritter to identify those field
boundaries with fragments of curving arcs encompgdbe sites. The catalogue
of these sites will be drawn up and the dimensiohsbserved features will
noted. Most of the sites have only fragments obaginal curvilinearvallum
and some evidence, only, of w@allum gstem. This study will include
considerable desktop studies complementary to figk. The relevant source
materials consulted also will include aerial photgpis from the National
Monuments archives and GOOGLE Earth.

In Chapter 5, a catalogue will be prepared of &lihe selected early monastic
sites. Details for the catalogue will be taken frBMP records, O.S. maps, John

O’Donovan’s letters, O.S. field notes, aerial plgpaphs, Swan’s list of features
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of an early medieval monastic site and Egdral. (2005). The process will
include field walking and studying the landscapd anting important features.
These features and details of each site includmgrdinates, extent and parish
and diocese will be presented in a table (Tablg ZHis work will be supported

by photographs, aerial photographs and maps.

In Chapter 6, each site will be considered in tmrterms of Swan’s list. The
characteristic features of allwill be considered aiscussed and then presented
in a table. A conjectural ground plan of the or&dimonastery will be drawn for
each site and is justified by the evidence basetherobserved features of the

site. Comparisons will be drawn with other earlydmeal monastic Irish sites.

In Chapter 7, the findings from south Co. Sligol wé reviewed. This study will
draw attention to the existence and the importasfcthe complete three-fold
vallum g/stem ofsanctus, sanctioand sanctissimugnclosures which are more
widespread than hitherto considered. The work oarbwill be revisited and
related to the evolution of the monastic systemsahctus, sanctiorand
sanctissimusThe sacred symbolism of these issues will be asipbd. The
features of the selected sites in south Sligo @amdesother reported Irish sites
will be compared and the significance of ttadlum system discussed as well as

the view of a ‘canon of planning’ of monastic sifesthe country as a whole.

It is hoped to verify:
e Swan’s list of characteristic features of the eandieval monastic site
e the ‘canon of planning’ adopted for the whole islanf Ireland
e the uniqueness of the curvilinear format of thesHriearly medieval
monastery
e the importance of thesanctus/sanctior/sanctissimus vallisystem in
Ireland

e the existence of concentric and conjoivatlum system
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Chapter 2 Early Christianity and Monasticism

2.1 The scope of this chapter

The history of the development of the monasteryearty Cristianity is traced
from the Desert Fathers in the near Eastern casntnrough Gaul to Ireland in

the 8" century AD and the emerging of the unique IrisTat.

2.2 The Desert Fathers

In the decades following the death of Christ, Glasty made steady progress
until the persecutions commenced with Nero in 64. ADhristianity had been
flourishing in Roman north Africa (Finneran 20021).1 Alexandria in north
Egypt for many years had been a centre of an autelal Hellenic Jewish
population and it was there that the doctrinal gduphy of early Christianity
flourished. In 306 AD Constantius, Caesar of tlestern Roman Empire, died.
His son Constantine seized power and replacingcl&tian, installed himself as
Roman Emperor. Constantine, through the edict damin 313, sanctioned
Christianity in the Roman Empire which in time wdubecome the official
religion of the Empireibid., 19-20).

Arianism
Arius (c.250-336 AD) disputed the divinity of Christ. Thesi®e led to the
Council of Nicea of 325 AD and the declaration egsed in the Nicene Creed

on the dual nature of Christ.

Reclusive ascetics

As early as the second century BC, at the timehefRtolomies, there were

‘solitary reclusive ascetics’ who were called ‘Memg). These were hermits

who followed a life ofanchoresisand who had by choice withdrawn into the
desert (Finneran 2002, 74). Christianity was ttiodeg and based on revealed
doctrine, organisation and way of life. This wasadition that was to continue

and later intensify. Another way of life was ascistin in ordinary life and that
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of the continentesor virgins who vowed themselves to perpetual ceamtay.

However, if they followed this life from their hosethe commitment required
the consent of the bishop in order to ensure adber® the dedication (Hughes
1948, 136-9). Christian monasticism emerged froraséhrequirements of
regulation and in 250 AD, St. Antony placed hidesisn a house with women

who, of a similar mind, had moved from their homes.

St. Antony — eremite

St. Antony himself observed an ascetic way of #ifed sought solitude as an
anchorite or eremite in the Egyptian desert ((Hsgh48, 39). St. Paul of
Thebes had been the pioneer of this way of Ib&(, 139). St. Antony sought
solitude by moving in ever increasing distances itite wilderness (Finneran
2002, 2-3; Ryan 1931, 17). Soon others followadndj separate lives, receiving
poor nourishment through crevices in the masonrtheir dwellings (Finneran
2002, 74-5). Being eremites, they did not have raroanity, rules, buildings or
enclosures. Some sought the desert to pursue amtiergvay of life. Others
sought the desert to avoid the persecutions ofu3eici 250 AD. Antony was
preceded by St. Paul, whom St. Jerome called ‘its¢ Hermit’, who had retired
to a cave near the Red Sea where he died in 34qman 1931, 16). St.
Antony (b. 251) in 285 AD moved to Pispir which was a remarne wild place
(Ryan 193116-17; Finneran 200Z4-5). There he found an abandoned fort and
lived in isolation for 20 years. During Antony'detime many others gathered

nearby to live the same life in the deserts.

Pachomius - cenobite

St. Pachomius was born of pagan parents (Dunn,ZIQRyan 1931, 26-7). He

was pressed into Constantine’s army and, while las \wm the army and

experiencing life as a soldier, he encountereddfians and was impressed by
them. When he was released from the army he bee@a@kristian and after

receiving instruction from Palaemon, who guidedhamites, he established a

community in a deserted village on the east banthefNile. Pachomius was
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determined from the beginning that all should livene establishment with one
‘Rule’ (Dunn 2003, 25-8). He established his firginastery in 320 AD for like-

minded men in a highly regulated environment.

A monastery was contained within a wall and coamsistf a church with as
many as 30 to 40 buildings. A community could hapeto 40 members, each
with his own cell. The Rule was comprehensive draddbjective was to have a
community that was self reliant (Finneran 2002,. Zt)e settlements in Cellia
(in Egypt) had walled enclosures. The walls howeseuld never have been
effective defences as they were of poor construdbeing very thin ¢.0.8m)
and of no great height. The function of the wallssvwdelimitation rather than
fortification (Walters 1974, 9). Pachomius’ foundas were for communal
living and the rules were exacting, specific ancthpeehensive (Ryan 1931, 29-
43). Monasticism, both eremitic and cenobitic, sprédrom Egypt to Palestine,
Jerusalem, Syria and Mesopotamia. By the end of ftheth century
monasticism was flourishing not only in the Eastddso in Gaulipid.,44-8).

Monasticism in the desert

Within a year of the death of Antony the Great &6 3D, Athenasius began to
write an account of his life in Greek (Dunn 20033)2 This account of Antony,
later translated into Latin by Evagrius of Antioetas the first literary account
of life in the deserts of Egypibid., 3-4). Its influence was immense. John
Cassian in 420-30 AD wrote two works on monastie In the desert. The
experiences of John Cassian were to be the basikisoinstitutes and
Conferencesvhich were his interpretations of the monastic IlfieEgypt and
were widely circulated and read in the ‘West’ areviias to be of particular
importance in the establishment of the monastiovodt in southern Gaul.
(Walters 1974, vii). These accounts were of paldicualue to the monks of the
‘West’ who were to work in monasticism althougharvery different climatic
environment. One such accourtjstoria Monachorum in Aegyptowhich

Jerome incorrectly ascribed to Rufinus, describesprogress and reports of the
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visits to monasteries in the Nile valley. The auntiwty of the account, despite
expressed doubts, is supported by following on moadeaps the course of the
journey as reported (Walters 1974, vii).

The influence of the desert monastic movement wasense regarding the
contemplative way of life. The people and theirtings are still referred to

today. The Christian monastic way of life spreadh® east and then north and
particularly north west to Gaul and thence to ndlaThe episcopate preference

was for cenobitism because of the controllabletg(fiunn 2003, 73).

The experiences of the Desert Fathers in the estaf@nt of the monastic
system with its rules are of great relevance ineusihinding Christianity in Gaul
and especially the monastic system in Ireland. Adéamportance were the
internal difficulties of the heresies of Pelagiusl &rius and the deliberations of
the Councils in the formative stages of Christianithe Christian period in
Egypt is considered to have ceased flourishing wighArab incursions in 641
AD (Walters 1974, vii).

2.3 Monasticism in Gaul

Movement from Egypt

In 339 AD Athanasius introduced monasticism toyltahen he was a fugitive
from north Africa and accompanied by Isidore andmanius. They were later
followed by St. Jerome. Eusebius established a fofncenobitic rule in
Northern Italy in 340 AD and Ambrose likewise inlsh (Ryan 193151-2).
Arles had been part of the Greek colony that hatledein Massilia (now
Marseille) from 600 BC and had been an importamtreefor Aegean traders.
Athenasius had founded a monastery in Trier. Skariiof Poitiers and St.
Martin of Tours in 360 AD were to found monasterigs Liguge and
Marmoutier respectively. It was in Gaul, and laygélie to St. Martin of Tours,
that monasticism first flourished in the westermid@Hughes 1948, 143).
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Island monasteries

After Rome was sacked in 410 AD, Honoratus foundethonastery in the
deserted island (off the present French Rivieralérins (Dunn 2003, 82-3;
Ryan 1931, 62-3). Many who came to Lérins werer ladebecome bishops.
Because of the great influence of the writings ag€ian, Lérins soon became an
important centre of monasticism (Dunn 2003, 82-3).

Christianity in Gaul

There is little evidence of the coming of Christigiio Gaul and the first event
in the church was a historical record of persecutioLyons and Vienne in 177
AD, when the bishop Pothinus, aged 90 years, wasyred with others who
had emigrated to Gaul from Asia Minor. Eusebiusigisthed the link with Asia
Minor. The Christians in Gaul, in the second hdilftlee third century, were
subjected to continuous suppression primarily frome Germanic tribes’
invasions and then from the Roman responses tmvasions (Phillips 1933, 7-
8).

The Council at Nicea and the issue of Arianism

The example of the success of monasticism in EggdtAsia Minor is thought
to have inspired the setting up of monasteriesanl® the fourth century. Also
it is thought that St. Martin of Tourdl.(317-397) had been the pioneer of
Gallican monasticism when he founded Liguge andnattier on the lines of
Pachomius’ monastery. There are however no refesetw enclosures or the
vallum Because of his support for the monastic systemtimof Tours was
subjected to the enmity of those in the episcopdl @docesan system. This led
to Sulpicius Severus writing about his life in kisfence in 397 AD (Anon. no
date, 4). From the above accounts it appears tige tis some disparity in

beliefs concerning the establishment of monasticis@aul.

24



Chapter 2 Early Christianity and Monasticism

Monastic spread in Gaul

From the early fifth century monasticism spreadidigpand caused some
concerns within the diocesan structure becauséhefperceived rivalry. The
established ecclesiastical system was based osy#tem of urban hierarchical
Roman civil service and hitherto the source fromclwhbishops were drawn
(Chadwick 1961, 29-30; Phillips 1933, 25). Fifthnogy Europe was in the
process of change in that the Roman Empire wasdvatiing not only from

Britain but also from Gaul. Roman civil administoat had more or less
coincided with Christian administration and so.eaftvithdrawal, Rome left
behind in Britain and Gaul the infrastructure dfes, roads, structures of civil

administration with defined areas of jurisdictiamahe diocese.

2.4 St. Patrick and his mission in Ireland

St Patrick was born in Britain about 385 AD. WHeh years of age, he was
captured, brought to Ireland as a slave and watirtgrilocks in Slemish (Bieler
1953, 3-4). After six years, reputedly, Patrick.léfe walked 200 miles to a port
where he found a trading ship bringing dogs to Gaheére, there was turmoil
because of the withdrawal of Roman civil and mijitauthority. Patrick then
went back to his parents in Britain and, despiteirtrentreaties, almost
immediately returned to Gaul to Germanus’ churchAunxerre where he
undertook clerical studiesb{d., 4-5). Shortly afterwards, Prosper of Aquitaine
wrote of the disquiet expressed by Pope Celestisen@ from the activities of
Pelagius (who advocated ‘free will’ rather than Ga@race through baptism) in
Britain, and the threat that Pelagianism posed h® wnity of the church
(Chadwick 1961, 15). In Auxerre there were disaussion the subject of
sending bishops to Britain and Ireland to countelagianism. During these
discussions Patrick’'s name was mentioned, howegends not then selected.
Tradition holds that Patrick travelled within Gatd, Italy, to the islands of the
Tyrrhenian Sea, to the monastery in the island erirls where Honoratus was
abbot (Ryan 193164) and then to Auxerre where he was associatéd Sti
Germanusibid., 60, 66). In 431 AD Palladius was sent from Roméhi Irish
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‘credentes in Christaas first bishop(ibid.,16; Bieler 1953, 6; O Crdinin 1995,

14). Palladius passed through Auxerre where heddst a while.

About a year laterc( 432 AD), after the death of Palladius, Patrickswa
consecrated bishop and sent to Ireland. In IreRattick concentrated on the
conversion of princes and increasingly relied otiveeclergy. Patrick appears to
have adopted the existing territorial division&atha) as diocese (Chadwick
1961, 33) although Ryan (1938) states that the frontiers of the bishoprics
were not defined. Some feel that Patrick’s missi@s different from Palladius
in that Patrick considered that it was to the hexathnd not to the Christian that
he was sent (Johnst@t al. 1953, 15). Patrick felt that spiritual care wasbe
entrusted to the bishops and clergy in the chutat he founded, and he
ordained many bishops. Patrick also held that mamss was to have an
important, although secondary pladeid., 82-93). Some communities with
abbots were established and there was a mentian ledrmitage ibid., 81).
Three bishops, namely Secundinus, Auxilius andnises, came from Gaul to
help Patrickc439 (bid., 82). Patrick died in the year 461 (Chadwick 1953),
shortly after writingConfessio.There has been some considerable controversy
concerning the times of Patrick’s mission and sfdegath which some put @
490 (O’Rahilly, 1942).

Before the arrival of Patrick there had been Ciamstommunities in Ireland
(dePaor 1993, 38-39). It is thought that Declan wasined bishop by the pope
who sent him to Ireland. On his way to Ireland, Bec(fl. 330 or later);
(Kenney 1968, 311) met Patrick in Gaul and formddeadship (dePaor 1998,
250-1). St. Declan is said to be a student of Dym@ built a church in
Ireland. Very little is known of Declan (Plummer 1) Ixi). These first
Christians have left some few traces in traditiod an the landscape and may
have lived in the present diocese of Ross (Normah $t. Joseph 1969, 90).
Two monuments are shown on the 6” O.S. map ofdlkands of Clonmelsh

and Garryhundon, Co. Carlow. One was an oval shapetbsure ott. 60m
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diameter and the other an extant oval shaped enmelds. 56 x 34 m) with a
granite cross having characteristics shared witlles@stical centres in north
England in Anglo Saxon times (Fanning 2003, 166-Th)s seems to suggest a
pre-Patrician custom of curvilinear settlementsm8d.atin loan words such as
dia, cretem, ires, crabud, erlam, cruimther, manach, lleach, cresen,
domhnachare thought topersist from these pre-patrician times. The pre-
patrician saints referred to are Declan, Ibar, dil€iaran of Saighir and are
associated with the south east part of the coydt&lpaor 1998, 34).

2.5 Monasticism in Ireland

Monastic type in Ireland

Antony who pursued the solitary way of life has beariously defined as
eremite, anchorite or hermit. The community life@ding to rule established
by Pachomia has been defined as cenobitic or corntyndimese two types were
distinct and separate in the Middle-East but apgsrenot so in Ireland e.g.
Skellig Michael, Co. Kerry, and Glendalough, Co.cWow. This problem of

classification was first articulated by Henry (19857) who felt that anchorites
lived seperately but in association with a commurilthis is a constantly re-
occurring subject of discussion.

Ireland was never part of the Roman Empire. Thex@ leen communication
with Britain particularly in matters such as traglimaiding and capture of slaves.
Patrick was later to protest to Coroticus afterdtgse raid. This is evident from
archaeological artefacts such as pottery sherd€aind, burials and artefacts in
Lambay, Co. Dublin. There were references from abrancluding Julius
Caesar. Tacitus wrote on climate and of merchamsewledge of ports and
harbours in Ireland through trading. There waswie# known map of Ptolomy
(Raftery 1994, 200-5) and also the ogham stondritain and Gaul. Because
Ireland did not directly experience the influences Roman occupation
including its infrastructure, the establishment ¢thristianity required
recognition of, and adjustment to, the hereditarg austomary system of land
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occupation and society. Permission was requiretbazl kings to establish a
Christian centre in thelath (Chadwick 1961, 33). The new foundation could not
be in thedun of the chief or on a prominent place. The seethdz situated in a
locality some distance apart (Ryan 1931, 88). Bktla O’'Brien pers.comn)
felt that when the time came for ecclesiasticahftations the better terrain had
already been allocated and so ecclesiastical astesfound at the edges of
clusters of secular ringforts. This comment appdarsuggest that ringforts
preceded monastic foundations, or that ecclessstsites may post-date
unenclosed settlement of land where ringforts water constructed, or that a
ringfort had been granted as a site. However sdmech sites had commanding
views of ancient places associated with pagan kipgshich suggests that there
had been a deliberate policy or concessions oretbosasions at least (dePaor
1993, 41).

Monastic origins in Ireland

There appears to be an acceptance that monasti@srthe prevailing system of
Christianity in Ireland 100 years or so after tmaval of St. Patrick (Phillips
1933, 120). This acceptance has not been compléere are questions on how
an episcopal organisation founded in the fifth agntould become so monastic
by the sixth, and how monasticism could be brodgim the Egyptian deserts
and the Tyrrhenian seas to Ireland, Britain ande&/gbid.). However similar
sites to those in Ireland, also without explanatane found in western Scotland
(ibid.).

A century before Patrick’s time, St. Ninian in Ga#ay, Scotland, had founded
a stone church dedicated to St. Martin where aeldosm of monasticism may
have existed. A century later this form appeare@asdida Casaa school for
training monasticism (Ryan 1931, 106). A similahaal called Rosnator
Magnum Monasteriuremerged later in the same site, to train St. Eridsran,
St. Tigernach of Cluain Eois, St. Eogan of Ard BaatSt. Finian of Mag Bile

and St. Coirpre of Cuil Raithinkid.). Some of these were Columban but others
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are earlier (Thomas 1971, 182). The possible Easdifglrranean connection
may be supported by the finding of Bii ware and pleacock motif on a slab in
Reask and Caherlehillan, Co. Kerry (Fanning 198&8; Sheehan 2009, 192-
206). There was evidence of iron working at Reask buy amle fragment of a
one-sided knife. There was also a fragment of ldn# mostly the finds were
of stone e.g. spindle whorl, rotary quern fragmeatsolisher and rubbing stone.
There were also glass beads and fragments of pqfanning 1981,156), ‘an
abraded sherd of Bii ware’ potteripid., 86) but an ‘absence of objects of a
distinctly ecclesiastically nature’ibfd, 157). There are however the
considerations that the earlier phases of occupationonastic sites (suggested
by the absence ecclesiastical artefacts and pres#rartefacts associated with
farming and iron works) of Reask, Co. Kerry, andCsiurch Island, Co. Kerry,
were secular rather than ecclesiastical (Fannir@l1959; O’'Kelly 1957, 136)
thus indicating a change in ownership on a persbaals or of the political

agenda.

Meyer (1913, 3-5) considered the question of howr@tand ‘the remarkable
outburst of classical learning should have develoipethe late sixth century’.
Such learning could not have come from St. Patriokself who was by his own
admission austicitas(ibid., 3; Bury 1905, 6). Meyer defers to Zimmer who asks
where could this learning, and the associated baoksatin and Greek, have
come from. He dismisses the suggestion that Gre&tilB might have been the
source (Meyer 1913, 4). Zimmer in turn defers taian Miller {bid., 5-6) who
writes of the terror caused by the invasions ofHbes, Vandals, Alans and later
the Visigoths from the early fifth century onwarddiere was, as a result, an
exodus of Gaulish scholars and, since Spain wasseotire, Ireland could
provide asylum secure from invasiofnsd., 6-7).

Ireland and Pelagianism
There had been commercial and social transactiensdme time with Gaul.

Consequently Ireland had not beemeaa incognita,but was also part of the
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‘Celtic world’ (ibid., 8-9) and so could be regarded as vulnerableslagianism
(Chadwick 1961,15). There were concerns in Romeutaltbe danger of
Pelagius’ influence in Ireland. In Britain, Pelagibad been teaching with some
success on the importance of Free Will as oppose@race of God (Phillips
1933 vol 1, 83/4,109). In Gaul some contemporaneausings refer to

Christianity in Britain, Gaul and the dangers ofa@@&nism.

In Ireland the only contemporaneous writings of ®iecentury are Patrick’s
Confessiowritten late in his life, in which he gives desadf his work, the many
difficulties encountered, and his hopes for theifat There was also Patrick’s
Letter to Soldiers of Coroticugfter thatBritish prince, during a raid, killed and
captured as slaves, some of Patrick’s converts @M&913, 11-12). There are
also the ogham stones in Ireland, Cornwall, Waled Elanx but these are
considered to be markers of events or places ratlerrecords. The origins of
the ogham stones are obscure and perhaps reprgsergounds of Primitive
Irish’ as fourth centuryilfid., 40) with possibly earlier use of ogham writing on
perishable wood (Binchy 1961, 7-18).

2.6 Early medieval monastery in Ireland

Ground plan of the early monastery in Egypt

The basic ground plan of monasteries that had exdeny North Africa was
rectangular. The cenobetic monastery at CelliagypEis regarded as the model
of other monasteries in Egypt, and excavations @ypE indicate that a
rectilinear walled enclosure was adopted from tegirming. The central court
was surrounded by several small rectilinear bugdinor cells along the
perimeter close inside thallum The earlyallumwas flimsy and clearly not of
a defensive nature and since it could be easilypsi@ over, it could have been
of symbolic value only. The orientation of the atluwas east-west with a door
on the south wall (Walters 1974, 7-19).
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Earlier monastic foundations in Ireland

There is the much quoted reference in St. Patri€kjzartite Life, ‘Patrick came

to Fiacc and marked the settlement for him usimgeasuring ro@. 50m for the
enclosure’ (Ryan 1931, 89, 10886-9). The normal enclosure settlement, the
Lessor Lios,wasc. 50m in diameter with a high wall of earth, thredldings, a
large dwelling house, a church or oratory and ahkib/refectory. Life inside
these enclosures was severe, regular and littiferelift in externals from
monasticism, and ‘unless the prepared site had bheaaded over, the founder
marked out the boundaries of the settlement usualhe form of alessor
rath’. This provided privacy and some protection without beanprtification.
Firstly the ditch was dug and the rampart builigd dhen the edifices within’
(Ryan 1931, 8995-6, 106,285). On Ardoilean, Co. Galway, the monastic
enclosure was an oblongallum c.38m byc. 23 m, the Inis Muireadach
enclosure was pear-shaped. The shape was irregul&lendalough and
Clonmacnoise because of the terrain; Durrow haidcalar rampart-likevallum
Farne had an almost circukaallum of rough stone and sods and Nendrum had
three concentriwalli, which were not quite circulaibjd.). Reeves had, in 1845,
described Dundesert, Co. Antrim, as having a anoedllum of fosse and bank
faced with embedded large stones to a height ofitabe& m. Inside this at an
interval of 7m was a similarallum of bank and ditch. In the central area were a
church ofc. 30 m byc. 10 m with a burial ground. There were two entrances
each was the width of the fosse and having la@estones. In Ardoilean, there
were four entrances through tkallum with a cross at the outer entrance of
each. The main building inside the enclosure was dhurch. St. Patrick’s
standard length for a church was 9m (Ryan 1931, 286-9). The trend towards
monasticism, evident in Armagh towards the encheffifth century, seemed to
come from Patrick's teaching rather than externalise. Sanctuaries are
sometimes mentioned agmed a borrowed word, from Irish and having pagan
connections (Ryan 1931, 1(#86-9).
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lona monastery

Adomnan’sLife of Columbagprovides evidence of tai-vallate boundary system
of limiting and defining a monastery and its sumdungs in lona. A similar
system is considered for Clonmacnoise (MacDona@l2@5, 18-19). The study
of the enclosure encompasses not only the praxisalmo motivation and
inspiration. On the theological side there is thaeptial influence of the
scriptural paradigms of holy space upon the budltlesiastical environment,
vide the Collectio canonum Hibernensi®e Locis Sanctis, Vita S. Columbae
(Jenkins 2010x). The enclosure and layout of ecclesiasticalesaint in early
medieval Ireland reflect the generic conceptiontled nature of Holy Space.
They were not ordered according to insular or veutaa influences but by the
biblically inspired understanding of Holy Spadeid.). All monastic endeavour
is to some extent aimed at re-creation of heavepfce here on eartibid.).
The religious topography is influenced by the cacairand hagiographical texts
with insights and focus on the enclosure and thermal spatial organisation
(ibid.). In brief these answer the questions why and.hble key elements
within the vallum are: oratory, cross or cross-inscribed slab, tahbBaint or
founder. More than one of these elements are fovitidn the sacred core, that
is the sanctissimusThe three enclosures are also termed TermoneePknd
Suburbana. It appears then that the early Irishré€@hbad biblical influences and
inferences, reflected in the ninth centithan of St. Galland in the Jerusalem
Temple, rather than insulachema The pre-Christian legacy of corbel, circular
footprint and native building materials such as dand stone are also in
evidence (Jenkins 2010, xi-Kjv).

Internal spaces

In Ireland the ground plan of a monastery typicallys round, sub-round, oval,
pear shaped or curvilinear with a cusp and alwagdosed by avallum system
The internal area of the enclosure was divided into or three distinct spaces.
Depending on the circumstances the spaces weresmiiccor tri-vallate and

were segmental or radial. At Nendrum, Co. Down dheere three concentric
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oval shaped enclosures. The church, burials anddied tower were in the
inner enclosure which was the ritual zone - ¢hactissimusthe middle area —
sanctior - was for community living and activities and tbater enclosure —
sanctus- was for farm working activities (MacDonald 20a5; McErlean and
Crothers 2007, 335). This was the arrangement ibescin lona. This type of

layout is indicated by modern field boundaries mrr@wntemple, Kilboglashy,

Drumcolumb, all in Co. Sligo.

sanctiol sanctissimu

Plate 2.1 Skellig Michael, Co. Kerr
(Mitchell and Ryan 1997, 276)

In a difficult terrain such as Skellig Michael, Cikerry and Killabuonia, Co.
Kerry, the tri-vallate ground plan was arranged in terraces with buttrgss

where necessary (Pla2el). Thesanctissimusvas the highest level.
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FaNNING—Excavations at Reask, Co. Kerry 71
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Fig. 2.1 Reask, Co. Kerl (Fannin¢1981(a, 71)

Other sites were partially terraced and with stawvettments or faces. This was
the arrangement at Carrowntemple, Co. Sligo, ardollashy, Co. Sligo and
perhaps at Innishmore, Co. Galway. Again Hactissimusvas the highest

level. In other monasteries, internalllum cut off segments of the internal area.

At Reask, Co. Kerry the internal division took theem of a curved S-shaped
drystonevallum separating the internal area into two segments (Eij). The

oratory, slab shrine and graves were in the eastation.
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This arrangement was paralleled in Ballydawley, Sbgo. Internal dividing
valli can be of drystone as in Reask, Co. Kerry andyBalley, Co. Sligo or
earthen as at Moyne, Shrule, Co. Mayo. In Moyneuleh Co. Mayo and in

Kiltiernan, Co. Galway there are indications ofiedlg arranged sub-enclosures.

Types of vallum

The vallum could be of drystone or earth and stone. The siteReask, Co.
Kerry (Fanning 1981(a)), Innishmurray, Co. SliggS@livan and O Carragain
2008), Nendrum, Co. Down (Lawlor 1925), Kiltierna®@o. Galway (Duignan
1951), and Ballydawley, Co. Sligo (Ega& al, 2005) are all enclosed by a
drystonevallumsystem A noted feature of Moyne, Shrule, Co. Mayo (Manning
1987) and Ballydawley, Co. Sligo (Eganal, 2005), is the large size boulders
in the lower courses of thallum In Caherlehillan (Sheehan 2009), tradlum

is composed of stone slabs in both vertical andzbotal positions and is
described as a low wall. Thallum could be a stone faced terrace as in Skellig
Michael(Marshal and Rourke 1990, Bourke 2000).

In Carrowntemple, Co. Sligo thsanctissimuswas in the north-west corner
which is now a rectangular terrace (Wallarel Timoney 1987; Timoney 2002),
and also in Kilboglashy (Keeley 1998). The drysteaium can be substantial
as in Innishmurray (O’Sullivan and O Carragain 2008 insubstantial as on
Church Island, Valencia, Co. Kerry (O’Kelly 1958)Mhere it was the last
element of the site to be constructed. Howevergtheis thought to have been
provoked by the inclemency of the sea shore enmeo. In some sites the later

construction is thought to be occasioned by theathof Viking attentions.

The vallum was built of rubble and earth which had been extwd/ from the
internal ditch. The bank (sometimes referred ta emmpart) and ditch structure
iS more common but also more subject to erosiontiGodarly the ditch) than
drystone. Seir Kieran, Co. Offaly has a substant&lum of earthen multi-
ramparts which gradually diminish down the slopedals what was a marsh.

Parts of earthen bankallum survive as field hedges in Co. Sligo in the saés
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Carrowntemple, Church Hill and Drumcolumb (Egatnal, 2005), as well as
Killederdadrum, Co. Tipperary (Manning 1984), andllfallaban, Co. Clare
(Sheehan 1981). It would appear that an eartfadlnm was easier and cheaper
to build. Even in rocky locations in Co. Kerry ior the Burren, Co. Clare, if
earth was available, for instance, in valley lomasi then the choice would be
for an earthen bank and ditch (John Sheehan - U:(p€s. comn).

Curvilinear and linear adaptations considered

In early medieval Ireland the particular monaseatéire was the curvilinear
vallum and the rectilinear church with an east-west oaigon. Usually the
vallumwas not substantial and appears to have congstigdf a thin palisade
or a hedge on a bank external to a corresponditedp.dihe diameter of the
vallumenclosure was much larger than that of the ringfbometimes by a factor
of four. The intervallum areas were quite large and so the monastery wees qu
distinct from themulti-vallate ringfort. The ideal monastic plan as described by
Adomnan was that on lona (Jenkins 2001; MacDon@ldl?2 The inner area
was exclusively for the use of the selected few emdsequently activity and
noise was minimal. Those people who were visibleewdentifiable by tonsure
and habit and, except for bells, silence was thenna the inner enclosure with
increasing level of noise from the outer enclosumdere mundane activities
took place. Archaeological parallels with lona ge¢ to be found in Ireland.
Fragments of earthen bank and ditch in lona had baeed (Mac Arthur 2001,
50-1). The insubstantial nature of thellum was quite evident. However the

ideal described by Adomnain is not easily visualise

Considerations on the vallum system

A drystonevallum never had a ditch and has suffered less from tdinaad
agriculture. Both elements of the earthaallum, being vulnerable to erosion,
have in many instances collapsed and become levédeite often the ditch had
become silted in or back-filled and its former rase only becomes apparent

on excavation or by vegetation change, non destaitctvestigation. Excavation
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in Killederdadrum, Co. Tipperary (Manning 1984) ealed a V-shaped ditch of
dimensiong. 2.8m wide withc. 1.6m deep which had been infilled perhaps with
bank material. At Millockstown, Co. Louth (Mannii®86), there had been no
surface evidence of a ditch, yet excavation revedlgee phases of ditch
construction. The dimensions being frain1.4m wide withc. 0.6m deepc.
2.7m wide withc. 1.5m deep andc. 3m wide with c. 1.4m deep. In
Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly (Murphy 2003) excavatiengaled a substantial V-
shaped ditch with a flat bottom. The top width edrifrom 5m - 6m and the
bottom from 1m - 2 m. Back-filling occurred in ongeration in the expansion
of that phase of the settlement. In Dunshaughlio, Keath (Simpson 2005)
excavation revealed a ditch that had an upper wodith 4.5m and a depth of
2.4m. This ditch was unique in that it filled uptlviwvater when a stream was
unblocked. Excavation revealed that there werersgvmses of reconstruction
and the ditch had been back-filled when reducirgahclosed area in one of the
phases of reconstructioip(d.).

2.7 Symbolism of the vallum as a boundary

A monk of the monastery of Citeaux had a visiob&ifg in heaven and on his
return to earth, found the monks in the choir sumded by light and angels as it
had been in his vision. This incident was intergilets an ‘earthly manifestation
of heavenly space’ (Jenkins 2010, ix). However, stedy of monastic
settlements has, hitherto, been focussed on thésprathe enclosure and spatial
ordering and not on that endeavour of creating &elgvspace in this world
(Jenkins 2010, ix-x). Irbaltair na Rannattention is drawn to references to the
celestial city and the use of words suchsas(abode of the godshile (sacred
tree) andforad (a raised and sacred mound of earth). Many charbhd been
established on former pagan cult centres (Doh&38b151-53). In the seventh
century changes within the Irish church took plage the cult of the saints with
hagiographical writingsil§id.). There were also violations of graves which had
resulted in the emphasis on the practical impodan€ a sturdyvallum.

Attention is also drawn to the importance of thenaracal works namely,
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Collectio canonum Hibernensig which the three-fold division of the enclosure
is perceived as a reflection of the tripartite sitvn of the Tabernacle of Moses
and the Temple of Jerusalem. The early medievsih Ichurch, albeit of wood
and stone, had a ‘biblically based understandindna@m the sacred topography
should be ordered’ (Jenkins 2010, x-xi; Doherty3,9&8l1-53).

Replication was not attempted, there was ratheefleation of an ideal. The
expressiortermon has been used to define ttle@minusor points of the inner
enclosures of the monastic settlement (Jenkins 2%y, 87). However the
term has also been used to define the extent ofntbmeastic influence or

paruchiaand this can lead to confusion in the mind ofréeder.

Monastic internal disposition

There is consistency in the pattern of internahpiag of the early medieval

monasteries in Co. Kerry (Henry 1957,45). HoweVer practice of an implicit

‘canon of planning’ has not been accepted by gll @ePaor (1958, 64) Hughes
and Hamlin (1977, 73) have pointed to disparitplkanning layout but they do

suggest the possibility of ‘zoning’ (Jenkins 208), Thomas (1971, 109-10)
thought that many ecclesiastical establishmentseldped from enclosed

cemeteries, whilst others thought that seculatese¢ints had been the original
element. More recently there has been the prophatlsome were proprietary
churches and that a proto-parochial system waspération since the eighth
century (O Carragain 2005, 129-30). There are adf&ences to the canon law
tracts, and biblical texts and their reference&iites of refuge’ with a sacred

core and the decreasingly less sacred periphefies. Temple of Jerusalem
complex had its outer court, inner court and temjpteCollectio canonum

Hibernensisthere are references to the two or threemini around the holy

place (bid., 58) and a standard plan appears to have had edarghe seventh

and eighth centuries (Doherty 1985, 57-59). It idikely that wholesale

reorganisation of sites occurred and to date, thexe been no discoveries in

Ireland of unenclosed ecclesiastical settlement€4@again 2005, 58).
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Irish monastic foundations and the Temple of Jdama

In the case of lona the identification with Jeresaland the Temple appears to
be reasonable in that the three concentric aremgi@asing sacral exclusiveness
was observed. The excavators of Skellig Michaekhazcepted that the settling
monks were inspired by the Egyptian asceticismdsponse to the Culdee
revival and the development of the monapticuchiae(Hornet al 1990, 76).

The site at Reask, Co. Kerry, albeit on the snles like most ecclesiastical
settlements in Ireland, with its two conjoined escires appears to satisfy the
concept of Jerusalem and the Temple complex. Othengpret Adomnan'¥ita
Columbaeas providing evidence of the three-fold (concehtrallum system of
the monastic island of lona and similarly ClonmasadMacDonald 2001, 15-
21). In some instances in other monasteries thesadaries were defined by
crosses. Such markers could be high crosses atomm@&cnoise and simpler
crosses elsewhere. THgook of Mulling (Fig. 3.9) has a vague schematic
drawing of concentric circles and many crosseskiden2010, 86-7; Lawlor
1897,167).

The issue of sanctuary has not been clarified aélset@xtent of protection of the
person or the extent of the sacred ground and whethnot it included all area

inside thesanctusvallumor the termon.

2.8 Boundary (physical, political, cognitive, subininal) and the
vallum

The wordvallumis being used in this study to refer to the ennpelement of
the early medieval monastic foundation. Malum in its basic use is simply a
boundary or barrier of a physical nature. In rgdlte vallum was far more than
just a physical boundary. The word and the stracturere replete with
symbolism of the boundary between the sacred angribfane. Theallumwas
a sacred rampart separating the worldly from thHeyioes and sacred and

enclosing a sacred space and incorporating theedagymbol ‘O’ with an
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inscribed cross meaning enclosed totality (Rykw2€110, 47-8). In discussing
the meaning of the wordallum, many issues must be considered such as the
morphology of the boundary and also its signifiemncelating not only to
practical and physical structure but also to saamdlsupernaturaibid.).

O Riain (1972) irStudia Celtica publishedBoundary Association in Early Irish
Societyand focussed attention on the subject of boundariearly Irish society.
He wrote that temporal or seasonal boundaries @egived much attention as
well as transition-rite®or rites of passage in peoples’ lifetimes. Landscap
topographical boundaries on the other hand hadevatived the same attention.
O Riain drew attention to the boundaries betwetsaltterritories of waste or
uncultivated land or woodland which came to sersengeeting places for
assembly or trading purposes and trading routeshdnpassage of time these
nodes of activity lead to the constructionaydpida (towns) and sacred places
which in turn lead to the idea of sanctuary loaadidbid., 12-4). These sites
typically became established where routes inteeseand in time led to two-
road systems e.g. radially and peripherally. Rogstesns followed territorial
boundariesibid.,16).

In early medieval Gaul inter-tribal areas consistédncultivated, waste land of
bog and woodlands. Boundary areas were bleak, mitadde, infertile and
dangerous. It was there that activities took plageh as trading, assemblies,
religious activities, mediation through consensaggr-tribal transactions and
routes for travel (O Riain 1972, 16-18). Some @ith places became centres of
healing, assembly, commerce. Others became permanendeveloped into
oppida(towns) and centres of power. In some instancasstof churches have
been identified on what had been territorial bouiedaand so suggesting that
the organisation of thearuchiawas based on existing boundaridsd., 26).

Similarly in early medieval Ireland there were a&re& mountain, bog and rough
terrain which were of little use for most purposgsch areas had restricted and

shared rights which did not include strangers awodlevtoday be regarded as
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commonage (Kelly 1997, 406-8). The law tr&8cetha Comaitcheséibid.,17)
recognised 12 types of boundary markers e.g. riviakes, sources, woods,
marsh and some humanly constructed features. Boyadeas were not clearly
defined. In Ireland over 400 instances of churclesated on traditional
boundary areas have been notédd(,16-8). It appears that early medieval
ecclesiastical settlements regularly became esteduli on boundary areas and
that important assemblies (including religious) evéreld on boundary areas
(ibid., 25). The OId Irish law-texts are not clear aboghts in commonages or
unoccupied land. Boundaries however were recognis®t accepted by the
communities concerned (Kelly 1997, 409). Travellmgs dangerous and
possible only between places which were on oldelraoutes and linked
waterways (Bitel 1990, 28). Five main roads wergnised which originated
on the east coast and radiated to the cornerslaiil (O Lochlainn 1940, 465-
73). Early boundaries were inhospitable places @efthed boundaries such as
townlands were later developments (P. J. Duffgrs. comn).

The landscape of early Ireland was a patchworkeotigr farms and monastic
settlements. Sometimes an occasion arose wheremynastic settlement on a
boundary was patronised by people from other siddsoundaries and part of
thetermon that isan area recognised as being within the boundafiegleence
of a particular monastic foundation, straddled ac@eed boundary area. In
general in Ireland the emergence of agreed andgnesable boundaries was a
gradual and uneven process over time (O Riain 19425). However the
suggestion that monastic sites were located on daies in early medieval
Ireland has been questioned on the grounds thatdaoies at that time were
vaguely located and quite often fluid dependinglenfortunes of the competing
kingdoms (Hurley 1982, 310-11). In the later persmine boundaries coincided
with what would subsequently be barony boundaiaschy 1961, 109). There
is, for example, the instance of the groupingbe¥allate forts at Mohill, Co.
Leitrim near the present meeting point of threevprees. Something similar

occurs with the baronies of Eglish and BallyboyCio. Offaly and the straddling
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of boundaries by parish and barony (Stout 1997, 139-3). Some Norman
holdings did reflect earliefricha Cétdivisions in Wexford (MacCotter 2008,
37-38). These comments however refer to the laddr qf the early medieval

period.

Boundaries that are not physical

Boundaries that exist in social interactions cardéiberate and artificial as in
language, race, social status and culture. Theylsannote stages in life cycles
of birth, adolescence, marriage and death (Dow2iD@6, 32). There are also the
cycles in the calendar which were celebrated orkeywcommunity occasions.
Calendrical boundaries have been celebrated witHjormé&estivals and
assemblies. There is a potential for ‘non-utilaati significance to some
artificial boundaries, they may also embody resorarbeyond the practical and
imply significance of magico-religious propertieibid.,32). Boundaries have
become associated with ritual and ceremonial agtivi prehistory and also
sometimes with formal or structured votive depositiThe physical boundaries
may have been perceived as sacral or liminal lopatas a ‘space between’ or a
‘non-space’. Some boundaries that are conceptual exercise powerful
influences on human behaviour and negotiations whies crossing of
boundaries may involve complex social actioid.,16). Ambiguities on the
definition or accepted usage of conceptual bourdacan cause anxiety and
conflict particularly where there is a perceptidnneagico-religious properties
and issues of precept and ‘tabaloid.,16).

Topographical boundaries have been marked by thstrection of monuments
including earthworks and a common aspect of laghiptoric Europe was the
enclosing of sacred centres (Dowling 2006, 17). iélamies both physical and
conceptual have profound influences on human behavoday and need to be
considered in interpretation of the past and thgoitance of thevallum Apart
from the physical evidence of the ditches or #adlum systenof the early

medieval monastery, the processes whether cogn#daal, cultural memory or
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sacral that impel the building activities, are detectable in the archaeological

record.

2.9 Enclosures

Ancient enclosures and ground plan

From early times in Europe boundaries of the fotinda of some cities were
marked in a sacral and ceremonial manner by a pldugwn by a white ox and
cow, starting on the southwest and going anti-cMis&. Hence the association
of the wordsurbs (city), urvum (plough) andrbis (globe) when referring to the
foundation of a city. The enclosing walls were thnlt on the inside of the
furrow (Doherty 1985, 48; Rykwert 2010, 29, 65).eTbutcome was the
foundation of an occupation site boundary tracedheyplough and oxen team
with the cow on the inside to denote fertility agbwth, and the ox on the
outside to to signify robust defence. However nadnyn of the classical
foundations in Europe were curvilinear, they wemefact mostly linear or
orthogonal ipid.,60). The boundary of the typical Pachomian monamstidel in
North Africa was orthogonal in shape with a numbesmall buildings or cells
also orthogonal in ground plan parallel and claséhe boundary and the larger
orthogonal ceremonial buildings in the central ai@aristian monasticism had
emerged and developed in North Africa where thevagtopulation had been
subjected to foreign control firstly from Greeceadahen from Rome for over
300 years. It was from the Greek community thatisBlnity came to influence
the native community and the Coptic language enslieel Arab intrusion came
in the early sixth century after which date strangalli and towers were built
(Walters 1974) .

Enclosures in Ireland

In Ireland the late prehistoric enclosures, suchiliferts and royal inauguration
sites, as well as the early medieval ringforts ammhastic settlements all had
enclosures of curvilinear shape and plan. It carmeosaid with any certainty
why this was so as there are no obvious sharedein€es or inter dependancies
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in evidence. It is possible that this activity cafrem a desire to enclose as large
a space as possible within a perimeter of givegtlent is possible also that the
origins lay in memories of ceremonial or culturdbals. The importance of
memory, both social and biblical, can be emphasisatt memory is not
necessarily monolithic but ‘diverse, transient aftén contested’ and in an oral
culture will not ‘usually retain a high degree otdgrity for more than 200
years’ (O Carragain 2010, 144).

The curvilinear enclosing system in early medieranastic settlements in
Ireland contrasts with the monasteries in the desbere the ground plan was
linear. lIrish curvilinear enclosing elements ocedrrin Iron Age and early
medieval period monuments (both secular and eeslBsal). There does not
appear to be any explanation as to why Irish eadgieval monasteries adopted
the curvilinear ground plan. The features of Yalum design may be derived
from several sources such as Europe, biblical ftleenTemple of Jerusalem or
native influences from memory of similar constrans. In Ireland there are no
records of intent or purpose explaining the adoptd the curvilinear plan of
enclosures. What is clear however is that suchilewar enclosing elements
have been used in the building of hillforts, royeluguration sites, ringforts and
monastic foundations and consequently all of trmesauments will be referred
to in this study. It is necessary to distinguish garly medieval monastic sites as

they appear at present.

2.10 Enclosures of Iron Age Ireland

Hillforts

The term hillfort is used to describe a large esgte on a prominent hill top
having a defensive character and exploiting theinahproperties of the terrain.
The enclosing feature was always substantial aadditth when present was
always on the outside. A drystone wall boundaryrhd have a ditch or fosse.
The entrances were designed and built to hindseriagsess.

In the classification of hillforts:
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- theuni-vallatehas one set of ditch with bank,

-bi-vallate has two banks,

-tri-vallum or multi-vallate have more than two,

(Waddell 2010, 374; Rafterp4938-48; Raftery 1972, 39).

The ditch or fosse in hillforts was external altgbut may not now be clearly
discernable because of infill resulting from ladgricultural activities or natural
forces. Such building cost a lot in terms of hurpamer and resources so there
must have been powerful motivating influences. illforts have a substantial
curvilinear enclosing element of a defensive natmd are on prominent sites
and visible from a distance. It appears that hifowere enclosures of
importance in their time, the use of which decliremai went into abeyance
towards the end of the Iron Age. They do not appe&iave had any influence -

morphological or sacral - on the early medieval asbery or itzallumsystem.

Inauguration, ritual or royal sites

Iron Age inauguration ritual sites include Tardefpai), Co. Meath,
Rathcroghan Gruachai), Co. Roscommon, Dan Aillinne, Co. Kildare and
Navan (Emhain Macha), Co. Meath (Raftery 1972, 42b8d., 1994, 64;
Waddell 2010, 339; MacGiolla Easpaig 2005, 427R)yal inauguration sites
also had an enclosing element. Some were tribbkeuntres and dominated their
province. The most common features are large c¢oeat enclosures with

significant ramparts and corresponding internadlias.

Interpretation of enclosing element: Tara

The cutting of the great V-shaped fosse 3m deeptin bedrock in Tara raises
issues of interpretation in terms of liminality,raaormal and magico-religious
significance (Waddell 2010, 340-1; MacGiolla Eagpa005, 423-49; Dowling
2006, 15-37). The building of this ditch of suchménsions required great
commitment of resources. This in turn implied tmaportance must have been
attached to the spiritual and supernatural requerésnaccorded to religious

practices and beliefs of the time and of that pl#ceeview of the results of the
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excavation of a part of the ditch RRaith na Rig,and the outcome of the
considerations, implies that right of protection sanctuary did exist within
boundaries enclosing ceremonial areas (Dowling 2@667). The royal site of
Dun Aillinne, Co. Kildare, had an internal ditchdabank with a height of 4m on
a rounded hill. The enclosed area is about 13.8bré are similarities with the
Emhain Macha construction (Waddell 2010, 358 — 3drbison 1988, 155-8;
Raftery 1994, 74). Emhain Macha was the capitalantient Ulster and
associated with the great series of the Ulster&gally Irish tales. The site was
encircled by a bank and internal ditch of diamet&sOm (Lynn 2003, 8). There
are also parallels with Cathedral Hill, Armagh (Broand Harper 1968). The
significance of the royal late prehistoric sitesslin their curvilinear construction
of an earthen rampart with the fosse on the insidere is also the suggested
religious inferences and suggestions of liminalapd sacred space and
sanctuary. The sites are large and readily recagtagn the field.

2.11 Early medieval enclosures in Ireland

Enclosures - ancient influences and later adaptetio
It seems reasonable to suggest that in a nontktesaciety some continuity
would be transmitted from the former practiceshe new religion. Despite the
chronological gap between the Late Iron Age roytdssand the later early
medieval monastic sites, there have been sevdmknees (Raftery 1994, 64;
Raftery 1972, 42-3; Waddell 2010, 339; Mac Giolspaig 2005, 427-8) to the
quotation fronFélire Oenguss¢The Martyrology of Oengus):

‘Oengus exults over the defeat of pagan ritualctvihiad taken place

at Tara Temai), Co. Meath, Rathcroghan Cfuachair, Co.

Roscommon, and Navan (Emhain Macha), Co. Armagh’.

Despite Oengus’ ‘crowing’ over the destruction loé tpagan practices in Tara,
Armagh and Rathcroghan, (Stokes,W 1984, 24) thees dhot seem to have
been great movements in the early medieval peaddke over important sites.

There were however some instances of the taking ofvéormer cult centres
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(Doherty 1985, 45-7). There has been continuityKildare, where a pagan
goddess was accustomed to preside over a festlgbrating the new Spring -
Imbolc. Brigit was the title of the ‘chief priestess’,ethast of whom adopted
Christianity in the sixth century. There is a medieperiod church in Tara and
the church in Kildare provides a continuity frone ghagan period of cult and site
(Doherty 1985, 60-1). Kildare was a major ecclegiatsite where the outline
of an inner enclosure is indicated by the preseaitswof the churchyard and
street pattern suggesting an outer enclosure (S985, 86-9). Brown and
Harper (1984) excavated a massive ditch that hah ack-filled from an

outside bank and included early medieval detriidsis site traditionally has

very strong associations with St. Patrick.

Adaption of secular site in the early medieval péri

Occasionally in Ireland a secular site was adafttedse as an ecclesiastical site
as in Millockstown, Co. Louth (Manning 1986, 137-)4r the site relapsed into
secular use as is suggested in Church Island nelan®a, Co. Kerry (O’Kelly
1958, 90). With some monastic sites the originslccdwave been an earlier
defensive fort, a secular ringfort, a private clhurer a cemetery. Some
monasteries have definite defensive features ssiéhthick, high drystonealli
with steps leading to platforms on the internaksaohd small entrances. This is
the case in Innishmurray, Co. Sligo (O’Sullivan a@dCarragain 2008) and
Nendrum (Lawlor 1925) and so suggests adaption rofearlier defensive
foundation. The physical origins of a particularmastic settlement quite often
is not clearly understood. On the other hand ae@diilan, Co. Kerry (Sheehan
2009, 194), excavation revealed that a seriesavicties (apparently drainage)
were dug through the compact subsoil and backfilét stones, loose material
and boulders in the foundations contemporaneoudlly the building of the
vallumsystem. From this the conclusion was that thisipdar foundation was

designed as a monastic siie initio.
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Distinctive monastic vallum system and contemparasenclosures

The focus of this study is on thallum systemwhich is the most distinctive
feature of identification of early medieval monadtundations. There are other
accepted features of the early medieval monastet have been referred to
above, however in the field thallumsystemis most important in the process of
identification of early medieval monastic foundascand of the distinction from
the other field monuments such as the almost cqdesneous ringforts. With
this in mind it is considered desirable to revietwe tcharacteristic and
distinguishing features of field monuments from theginning of the early

medieval period.

It is in the period of Christian conversion in thith and sixth centuries that
monastic enclosures and ringforts appear (O Carra2@05, 59). The early
medieval enclosures are low key compared with tbergation of previous
times. Cranndgs also developed in Ireland in tfih fand sixth centuries
(Stafford 2009, 91, 432). It will never be possitdeknow the precise number of
ringforts built and the best estimate of a possilenber is given as 45,119 in
1995 (Stout 199753).

One of the distinguishing features of the ringfartthe curvilinear enclosing

bank with outside ditch. Ringforts comprise thestnaumerous and widespread
of all monuments in Ireland (O Riordain 1953, QuBt1997, 11; Edwards 1990,
11-33). The accepted and enduring view is that méshese structures were
domestic with a protective element for cattle (Qrigain 1953, 5), and these are
the only domestic monuments to survive in signiftaaumbers (Stout 1997, 11).
Since most ringforts were farm settlements, thdityuaf the soil was of prime

importance. Low lying, peats, sea shore and shatiolg were avoided as were
high exposed areas. It appears, from the absenaeswbng fence on the bank
with the poor design of the ditch and entranceat ttefence was not of prime
importance except perhaps against cattle stealElAP Report 2.1, 65).

Nevertheless sites that afforded a good view afosunding areas were favoured
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for ringforts (Edwards 1990, 19). Ringforts are allu found in sheltered
positions below the summit of a hill except in ditmtountry and even there
they do not encircle the summit (Raftery 1972, 38).

The native origins of ringforts are uncertain asnewhat similar settlements
with much less frequency have been noted on theds of early Roman
influence in north and west Britainb{d., 18-9). From the study of the
distribution pattern of ringforts in Ireland, a Bpean parallel is accepted with
regard to the dispersed individual farmsteads tii8teut 1997, 32). The term
ringfort is not accurate since the structures goften are neither ring-like nor
fortified (O’Kelly 1970, 50).

It has been written that ‘in its simplest form tiregfort may be described as a
space, most frequently circular, surrounded byrklznd fosse or simply by a
rampart of stone. The bank is generally built byngiup inside the fosse the
materials obtained by digging the latter’ (O Riond&953, 1). The variety of
names includerath (always means construction by digging of earth and
incorporated )Jios (the space enclosedjun anddaingean(strongly built with
stone faced rampartsgaiseal and cathair (built entirely of stone), (O’'Kelly
1970, 50-1; Edwards 1990, 12-5).

Most ringforts have a living space varying fronameter ofc.15m toc. 35m
according to local variations (Edwards 1990, 124#] indicate the status of the
occupier (Kelly 1997, 361). Most ringforts arri-vallate but bi-vallate andtri-
vallate structures also occur reflecting the status obt®upier (Stout 1997, 16-
18). There are zonal distributions of high and Idensity of ringforts and
distribution, spatial organisation and size indicdhe social status of the
occupier (Stafford 2009, 432; Stout 1997, 110).

Monastic sites compared with ringforts
In Ireland the received progression of developmehtan early medieval

ecclesiastical site was:
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- the construction of the curvilinesallumsystem
- the building of the wooden rectangular oratory ¢tay and wattle)
(dairtheach -oak house) in the central area
- drystone replacement oratorgafnhleachor stone house) in the site
of and bigger than the original oratory sometimatsireg the grave of
the founder;
- the stone slab reliquary
- later round tower oclocteachor bell house
(Hgri995, 19-56, 57—65).
This development appears to shadow or correspooselgl with the early
Egyptian Pachomian model. However in Ireland thé& @nthogonal building
was the oratory. Theallum system and buildings were round in plan and his i
in contrast to the Egyptian practice. There argdanumbers of both ringforts
and monastic sites in the country and the impodao€ recognising the

distinguishing features of both cannot be over eansed.

The early medieval monastery was a busy place niytwith religious duties
but also with the daily and seasonal routines oicajural, industrial and those
internal activities which were necessary for selffisiency just as in the
ringfort. O Carragain (2010, 59) wrote that théktnf enclosures both ringfort
and monastic are from the sixth to the ninth ceesurThe enclosing element of
both is curvilinear in plan. However the diametértlte area enclosed by the
vallum of the average early medieval monastery measuredt&®m which is
considerably larger than that of the average ririgfdohe ditch or fosse of a
monastery is on the inside of thallum whereas the ringfort ditch is on the
outside. In themulti-vallate ringforts the spaces in between are small when
compared with the three-folgallum monastic system. The early medieval
monastic site has at least some of the featuresllisy Swan (1985) which are
never in the ringfort. Monastic sites are oftenrdwn the lower and outer
margins of ringfort settlements (Stout 1997, 100-8he problem of
distinguishing both has been approached by SwanHamdlin (Hamlin 1992,
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138; Swan 1998, 5). Thallum or indications of its footprint are of importance
in the identification not only of early medieval nasteries but also some towns
(oppidg still in existance today such as Duleek, Armagle]ls, which had
developed around early medieval monasteries (SWa&5,177; Doherty 1985,
45).

Concluding comments

The Christian monastic system which emerged inthird century AD was of
two types namely eremetic or sole hermit and ceiwohwhere a group
assembled as a community with strict rules. Bosteaps came to Ireland from
North Africa through Gaul and appeared to settidhanmony with each other.
The cenobitic system emerged as the early medmeabstery in Ireland and in
a format unique to Ireland. There are no referencesmilar sites in Gaul. The
pre-Patrician sites in the south-east of Irelanpeap to have traits shared with
some sites in Scotland but otherwise there are arallpls abroad apart from
Irish influences. It was in the post-Patrician pdrithat the now familiar tri-
vallate system emerged either as concentric orogeed formatemerged. The
vallum system had powerful symbols of boundary which plagsical as well as
spiritual significances. The Irish curvilinear baiany system for early medieval
monasteries was unique and its origins have not liemtified. Thevallum had
significant boundary implications. The curvilineaonastic system appears to
have been influenced by biblical studies and dossappear to have been
influenced from earlier period Irish monuments. dants are distinguishable

from monasteries.
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Chapter 3 Literature Review

3.1 The awakening of interest in antiquities throgh visual
expression.

In this chapter there is an attempt to identify dhigins and to trace the progress
of the interest in antiquities with reference toclesiastical archaeological
remnants through literature and representativé @t earlier times. The method
adopted is primarily chronolgical with emphasis parsons of particular
importance of that time. From before Renaissanoeedithere has been a
continuing interest in the depiction of landscageaa aid for meditation on
spiritual matters. Humankind has always had a oamtg interest in landscape

with its antiquities. This interest including itenprayal was shared in Ireland.

Edward Lhuyd 1700s

Interest in archaeology had developed parallel @iti 8 century interest in the
landscape. People came to sites of ancient ruioedered, described and then
sketched. From this developed a trade in sketchdsim the collection and
distribution of artefacts. Early collections werkahaphazard nature without
contextual reference. Edward Lhuyd came from sowgbt Wales and travelled
extensively in Wales, England, Scotland, the Isfe Man and Brittany,
developing his interests in antiquities. Lhuyd whe first to recognise the
similarities and distinctions between the BrythoorcP-Celtic (Breton, Cornish
and Welsh) and Goidelic or Q-Celtic language (Iridlanx and Scottish Gaelic).
Lhuyd visited Ireland in 1700, and in pursuit ofigonarian interests, sought out
places of known importance. He also witnessed ‘eatans’ in Newgrange, Co.
Meath and was the first to realise the importarfcstratigraphy in archaeology
that is that the lowest layers in excavation aeedldest. Lhuyd’s interests were
broadly based and included botany and languageetisa& antiquities (Hayes
2009, 499-500).
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3.2 Ware and Harris 17"/18" century

From the 17 century in Ireland there was an increasing inteiesmatters

antiquarian and groups of people formed societigsh sas the Royal lIrish
Academy and the Dublin Society, later named theaR®ublin Society. One
such society that did not survive was the Irishidudrian Society which had
included distinguished persons such as Generahiadly, Charles O’Conor of
Belnagare, Edward Ledwich, Mervyn Archdall, WilliaBeaufort and William

Burton Cunningham of Slane Castle, most of whoseksvbave survived and
are respected today. Outstanding among those wasaBies Ware who, in
1613, succeeded his father (of the same name)ktoftite of Auditor General
in Ireland. Ware collected Irish manuscripts inahgdThe Book of UlsterHis

life was spent in the study of ancient manusci@Sullivan 2009, 798-9).

Writing in Latin, Ware, from about 1628, compiles leollected material which
Harris translated into English in 1764. This pudion is in two volumes of
folio size and has 21 large copper plates. Volurhad the title oAntiquities of
Ireland and Volume 2 oWriters of Ireland It is with Volume 1 that this study is
concerned wherein attention is directed to the dpamknd of the people of
Ireland. The writer refers to the round towers wéthdescription of several
followed up by speculation as to their origin. Heught that their purpose was a
haven for monks and he drew a parallel to theitstylorm of eremitism in the
east where the ‘anachoret’ hermit spent his liimaland isolated on the top of a
pillar (Harris 1764, 127-33). Ware quotes St. Bednahat Malachy thought
proper to build a lime and stone oratory in Barnigdkr145 such as he had seen in
other parts of Ireland’ilfid., 134). These words, not fully understood, are now
considered to refer to buildings of stone and nmasfathe round towers, Christ
Church and St. Michael's in Sheep Street, Dublinthe chapters that follow,
Ware deals with ‘anachoritessi€.). The description, taken froffihe Book of
Ulster, the manuscript which he had acquired, of those Weal in desolate

places in small cells. Ware also refers to ‘dahe’ts’ or ‘dane’s raths’, fortified
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places such asdun, placenames, underground caves, ‘intrenchments’,
cromleachs, cairns, pillar stones, dress, ornamem@aponscomharb, erenach
termon lands and tonsures. Ware refers to the ancienbosshin Armagh,
Clonard, Co. Meath, St. Finian and St. Fachnan. mbeastic institutions that
he describes are those of post'&2ntury reforms at home and abroad. Whilst
his interest in the early medieval period is cleag much of his material refers
to that time, he does not refer to early ecclesialsmonasteries in contexts of
fabric or layout (Harris1764, 134-5, 137, 138, 1380, 144, 174-8, 232-38,
238-42).

Francis Grose 18 century

In late 18" century England, Francis Grose recognised the iggpimterest in
ancient monuments and their settings. After hibdes death, Francis having a
talent for art, travelled through England and Smutl producing drawings of
antiquities. In 1791 he came to Ireland where hapieted his corpus of work
which was later published in two volumes of watetoared sketches with
interesting commentary. Grose died in May 1791 hee, on coming to Ireland,
sought out Edward Ledwich whose previous work ameérést in antiquities
were well known. Ledwich wrote the preface to Geg®sthumously published
work in 1791.

Grose's view of monasticism in Ireland is mainly e post 1% century
reforms. He depicted only one early medieval momumerath, on a hill top
encircled by an entrenchment and bank without stafted., xxiii, Xxxiv).
However there is no indication of place, so thedeeanust conclude that what
he depicted was what he had heard of rather thaalacsaw. He quotes Lhuyd
who described the earth-defence surmounted by stélel., xviii). Of the
medieval period, some churches are in a graveygitthg, some have round
towers, while others have subsiding stone crosedstlzere is one high cross
included. Each illustration is accompanied by atuakt contemporaneous
commentary. In Volume 1 there are 140 plates. Whkitsne of these refer to
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early medieval monasteries, none could in any weagldscribed as illustrative or
depictive of an early medieval monastiallum In Volume 2, Grose quoted
Bede who wrote of an Irishman, St. Cuthbert, wh684 on Lindisfarne Island,
had built a monastery with an outside wall ‘thegh¢iof a man’ to restrain his
sight (bid.,Volume 2, iv.). This quotation has been much regdiy other

writers. There are 120 illustrations in Volume Z2heTfirst plate has two
illustrations (bid, Vol. 2, iv fig 1) of Dun Aengus with its massive Mgaand

most impressive, but fictional, internal buildingfspost 13" century reforms of

an ecclesiastical nature and the omissioohaefvaux de frisen the outside. The
poor quality reproduction of the illustrations shaviluences of romantic ideas

such as medieval churches within Dun Aengus (Ei. 3

Fig. 3.1 I_DunrAéngu, Cc;: Galwa (Grose 1982vol.2, iv)

It appears that artistic licence was deliberatetgpleyed to convey the
erroneous impression of an ecclesiastical foundatim the same page , there is
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an impressive ground plan of Innismurray (Fig. 3R)om the descriptions it
appears that Grose felt that a solid drysteakkbum was a feature of the early
medieval monastery. The plan of Innishmurray hapeaped in several
publications but always without attribution (Hadms1991, 246). It appears that
Francis Grose was the first writer to refer to daely medieval monastery and

its vallum

Daniel Grose 18 century

Daniel Grose, a nephew of Francis, continued thekwd his uncle. The

reproductions are in colour and attractive. Thisrkvavas edited by Roger
Stalley and published by The Irish Architecturacive in 1991. Depicted are
romanticised views of medieval monuments, castieshasteries and carved
ornamentation in stone. Only one depictsaumwhich is a capped stone wall
and clearly of much later times, of Kilronan ‘AbbeyDaniel Grose’s work has
to be regarded as part of the school of romangwsiof Ireland rather than of
archaeological interest.

Fig. 3.2Innishmurray, Co. Slig (Grose 1982 vol 2, iy
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Beranger 18 century

Another collection of views of the ancient past waat of Berangerfli 1760-
1780) who was forgotten about until Sir William &l revitalised an interest in
his work in the 1870s. Beranger was an artist loygssion and spent some time
sketching Irish antiquities and was patronised h®y Irish Antiquarian Society
(Harbison 1991, 6-7). Here also the emphasis wasettieval monuments and

there are not any references to early medieval stenas or theallum

Cooper 18' century

Yet another lost collection was the work of Austinoper (FSA)who worked
from 1776 to 1779. The drawings are now in the dveti Library (21229 TX)
(1) and (21229 TX) (2) (Harbison 2000, 9). Harbisowluded relevant
information and occasionally a small modern phapgron the page opposite

the drawings.

st T it

Roscrea.. Kilkenny .

Fig. 3.3 Round Tower ( Harbison 200, 13€)

There are two views (from north-east and south)eafstMonasterboice, Co.
Louth. There are no references to early medievahasteries or ofalli. But

there are depictions of round towers (Fig. 3.3esSkEhare depicted in a graveyard
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setting with a linear stone wall having a round éowwo high crosses, church
ruins with intact east and south walls and a phalainsubsiding headstones.
Cooper also has the plan of Innishmurray, Co. Shdpech has been referred to
above in the comment on Grose and Beranger anchvwiconsidered to be the
first published of Innishmurray (Harbison 1991, P46

There is a comprehensive collection of Irish toppdical prints and drawings
in the National library of Ireland. The revised alague includes over 2,000
entries some of which are, in themselves, collestidt appears from a study of
the published works of Francis Grose, Daniel Gr&sranger and Cooper that
the awakening interest in antiquities from the 1a8 century did not, apart
from Innishmurray and the quotation from Bede, udel much on early

medieval monasticism or thallum

3.3 Ireland’s pioneers in the early 19th century

Ledwich 1804

Ledwich, who had introduced the volumes of Groseyiged continuity to the
developing antiquarian interests from the laté t8ntury into the 10 century
with his work on the antiquities of Ireland (LedWwicl804). The work is
remarkable in the range of information includingthology and facts and an
understanding of past events. Ledwich wrote congrsirely of the coming of
St. Patrick, the Council of Arles and the persemgiof Dioclesiusiid., 1804,
54-64). Ledwich did not accept the view that Kier@reclan, Ailbe and Ibar
were in Ireland before St. Patrick. He wrote of tifie of St. Patrick and his
peaceful methods of converting people from ‘druitiituences’ He also wrote
of the Christian foundations on what had been pasifas of oak groves, from
which emerged the preponderance of placenames‘ddtne’ and ‘kill” (from
coill or wood). Ledwich felt that the high crosses weoeval with the round
towers {bid., 75-8). Ledwich was aware of the traditional diffeces that had

arisen in Ireland between the earlier Christiardg later arrivals and he felt that
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these differences arose from the fact that earlys@dmnity came to Ireland from
the Middle East (presumably through north Africal &aul) and that the later

arrivals came directly from Rome.

Ledwich was very well informed on the early mediepariod and early

monasticism and wrote that 2,000 monks attendedutheral of St. Martin of

Tours and the swarm of monks that came from Egyphé island of Lérins

(ibid., 88-200). He wrote of St. Antony, the rules otiRamius and of Basil.

Ledwich felt that monasticism in Ireland had becowell established by the
sixth century with its cenobites (with communitydaabbot), the anachorites
(hermits) and those with no rules or community, sambaitesil§id., 92).
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Fig. 3.4 Monainch;, Co. Tipperar (Ledwich1804 113)

Ledwich referred to theCeile De or Culdees, their motivations and their
foundation in Monaincha, Co. Tipperaripifl.,102). Ledwich described the
buildings of Monaincha and includes a plan of tbendation including the
vallum on the island in the bog (Fig. 3.4). This is hidyodescription either
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visual or written of an early medieval ecclesiadtimonastery. The reader is led
to infer that this arises from the writer’s own aegd for the Culdee movement.
Ledwich then moved his attention to the stone modburches at Killaloe,
Doulagh, Glendalough, Cashel and Cormac’s chaipiell. (138-42).

It is easy to understand why Grose, when he caniestand, should seek out
Ledwich. Their short association was remarkablydpotive. Grose died shortly
afterward he came to Ireland and Ledwich, by infikidg and publishing his
work, provided a continuity in the developing irgstrin antiquities from the late
18" century. Overall Ledwich was remarkably well infeed about
ecclesiastical matters in the early medieval permali he did refer to
‘monachaism’ ipid.,102) but apart from Monaincha, which was late m ¢arly
medieval period, he wrote nothing on monasterieshervallum and gave no
attention to the enclosures, monastic life or tlaéri€ of the immediate

environment.

3.4 lIreland to the end of the 19th century
The O. S. and John O’Donovan

The Ordnance Survey was established in the eaflycéatury (Doherty 2004,
13-4). Its purpose was to provide an acceptables faslocal taxation based on
the relative values of property and land for theolehcountry. Several teams
were involved in order to establish the boundaties,placenames, the valuation
of the property and accurate maps. Hitherto the begps available were the
Grand Jury maps which were county maps indeperaferach other and did not
interlace nationally and were not reliable enough d nationwide system of
property taxationibid.).

The activities of the O.S. were to provide, in tinte&o great tools for
archaeologists. These were (a) the maps themssghesing townlands, roads
and later field boundaries and monuments and @)tacenames. The process

was to start in the north of the country and wookith to cover the entire
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country. At first it was hoped to have a Memoir feaich local area and this
practice was commenced but later discontinued Isecauwas claimed, of the
prohibitive cost. The memoirs that had been publisbf some of the counties in
the northern part of the country were subsequettthbe of great value to
scholars (Andrews 1974,1-3; Anon. 1991,13, 24-5).

The O. S. surveying started in 1830s and the riiraps were to a scale of 6” to
the mile and coloured. These maps had details ads,obridges, woods, some
field boundaries and, most importantly, monumeiitsese included ringforts,
barrows, graveyards, monastic foundations and thwrias. The process of map
making reached the southern parts of the countigayears later. A second
revised edition with more detail and all field bdanes commenced in the
1870s and a third edition in the 1920s. Becauseptitished 6” maps lacked
required details, the 25” to the mile maps weredpoed for urban areas from
the late 19 century, and for the country some years later én2®' century. For
rural areas the 25” scale, which provided greagtaitiof field boundaries and
including the area of each field, was based on &henaps for details of
monuments, roads, and some buildings. The sucaeedimions recorded what
was to be observed on the ground. This meant thatr@nument that had been
overlooked previously was now included and also ti@se monuments that had
been removed since the earlier editions were mairded {pid., 24/5).

John O’Donovan and his team of workers from thdance Survey visited all
parts of the country in order to establish the ectrmames of places. They
described some major early medieval monasterieb asclnishmurray, and
Skellig Michael, but did not write specifically ehonastic enclosures or the
vallum as such. Their interests appeared to be in plasesiapronunciations,
their derivations and boundaries of townlands,gbes and diocese barony and
county. This part of their work is invaluable bewgitten in pre-famine Ireland
when Irish was still widely spoken. The team wasamstant communication
through letters with their learned colleagues ie tibraries and archives in

Dublin. These letters had been published in typeisérom the late 1920s by
61



Chapter 3 Literature Review

Michael O’Flanagan (Co. Sligo in 1930) and moreergly in print by others.
The O. S. Field Name Books, written with quill pease available in filmroll for
reference purposes in the libraries and illustthgelrish handwriting and script

of the time.

Petrie

In 1845 Petrie continued the work of Ledwich andadided thevallum system

as
‘circumvallations’ or circular enclosures usuallyoand a group of
buildings of the very early ecclesiastical estdishents in Ireland. These
were described as having been built sometimesomiesaind sometimes
simply of earth, or of earth mixed with stone awcdasionally earth faced
with stone. All were more or less circular in thplan. When of earth
only they were denominatddath or Lis, when of stone or earth faced

with stone they were termedthair or more usuallgaiseal’ (1845, 45).

This description is still valid for all enclosuresluding both ecclesiastical and
secular. In later times O Riordan (1953, 1) wasige similar terms and which
were repeated by others later (Stout 1997, 14). Pewiaticued that many
monastic enclosures had been destroyed througpasgage of time and that
there were ‘ancient’ references to Rath, ArmaghitaFenear Armagh; and
Lismore, Co. Waterford. Petrie then referred toghashel of St. Fechin in High
Island and commented that only a few stones renodirthe entrance of
Rathmichael, Co. Dublin. Some ecclesiastical fotinda were built within
pagan (secular) fortresses such as Donoughmoraiténin, Co. Meath, Cill
Benen, Dun Lughaidh and Fenagh, Co. Leitrim. The asthe word ‘pagan’
meaning pre-Christian continued into the earl{) 28ntury. Petrie described the
ruins of Molaise’s church in Innishmurray as havawirregular ground plan of
c.6m of greatest internal diameter and the wall. @mW andc. 3-4mH. He also
described the gateways of Inishmurray, Co. SligathRichael, Co. Dublin and

Glendalough, Co. Wicklow. His work indicates a mawat towards factual
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descriptions, measurements, comparison of sites thed context of the

components of the sites and a recognition of thly esedieval monastery.

Wakeman

Wakeman (1848) had only one reference to the menasium That was the
island of Ard Oileain or High Island off the coadtConnemara. He described
the ruins including a church erected by St. Fedhirthe seventh century,
encompassed by wallum of uncemented stones near the centre of the island
(ibid., 60-1). In the third edition the editor referrity drystonevalli wrote that
cashels were built where stone had been abundaakgihan, 1903, 171-80) and
has a sketch of the secular Staigue Fort, Co. KeYWakeman quoted
O’Donovan (O.S. Letter) whdescribed the ‘pagan cashel’ with its cyclopean
doorway more extensive than Aileach, having wafls.ém in height and. 2m

in width. Thevallum is compared with Dun Aengus, Co Galway, Staig Fort
(sic), Co. Kerry and Caher Gall, Co. Kerry. The thrdeclauns inside
Innishmurray enclosure are referred to and thetdmgs/allumis fully described
(Fig. 3.5). Wakeman was distinguishing the defemsecular origins of sites
which were later adapted to monastic purposes erb#sis of the width and
height of the drystonegallum, intramural chambers, internal wall steps and the
big stones surrounding the small doorways and nedeto Petrie who had
written that early Christians utilised pagan fovtkich had originally been
constucted as fortresseibid.,182-3). There is no reference to the three-fold

vallumsystem.

Stokes and Dunraven 1870s

Stokes (1875) collaborated with Dunraven. Whilste skirote the texthis
contribution was to provide large format photogsaphhis appears to be the
first occasion that photographs of sites appeared ipublished work on
archaeology of Ireland. Stokes wrote on Skellig el and described the
ascent through the ‘Way of the Cross’ and the fglghpse of the enclosing
drystonevallum of the monastery (Fig. 3.6, 3.7). She then desdrigoing
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through the entrance to the garden of the monkglaoadigh the terraces to the
final area on which the church and the beehive tags Some of theallum had
fallen into the sea. Below that there were the iesaf an ancient wall which
was not part of the monastery and was of masonnyagiin construction to that
of Staigue Fort which was not too distant on thentaad (Stokes 1875, 26).

The other early medieval monastic sites they \dsite Co. Kerry were Inis
Glora, St. Brendan’s Oratory, Church Island on L@dhrain, the White Church
called Tempul Gel, Tempul Manchain Ballymore-Reaghd Cell near
Kilmalkeadar and Gallarus oratory. There were feremces to &allum Stokes
did however describe Senach’s Island, Magharees KE€oy, where leachta’
had been builc.1.5m in height but at that time were much fallernvdd(ibid.,
37). Stokes also described Leabamolaga, Co. Cosravhuildings had been
enclosed in a cashel or termeallum of drystone masonry, hammered and

squared and well fitted togetheidl.).

On Church Island, Co. Kerry, a portion of the foatidn of thevallum could be
seen ipid., 37-62). Stokes goes on to write that the early ieved monastic
vallum rarely deviated from regular circular or oval fotm enclose already
existing buildings. Thevallum usually was a single wall of low height, the
doorways were larger and there were negbevaux de friseoutside the
monasticvallum Stokes was setting down some of the perceive@rdiices
between defensive secular enclosures and non-defenand passive
ecclesiastical enclosures such as Petrie refeaathen quoting Bede and St.
Cuthbert. Stokes was also the first to refefetmchta Stokes’ work, in a large
format with the Dunraven photographs that convey tteality of sites, was
pioneering in that the sites were accurately degdictot only in writing but also

in the new science of photography.
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Plan of Cashel and Monastic Settlement, Inismurray.

Fig. 3.5 Innishmurray, CcSligo (Wakemar1903, 287 |

However she did point out that some monastic $itek defensive origins. The
Dunraven photographs are superb and factual evémetstooks of oats within
the enclosure in Innishmurray (Fig. 3.8). In thesatgtion of Skellig Michael
there are mentions of the terraces but only incth@ext of management of the
terrain and not in any way is there a suggestioth@fthree-foldvallum system

of sanctussanctiorandsanctissimus.
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T'HE WAY oF THE CROUSS.

Fig. 36 Skellig Michae, Co Kerry (Stoke: 1875, vol., 29)

Stokes (1878, 32-3) followed on her previous wonkl developed the theme of
the differences between pagan and ecclesiasticaidations. She argued that
some Christian enclosures were originally pagarrd hvere also differences in
that pagan pagan walls were thick, usually trifde, ease of construction and

there were flights of steps and platforms on tmeirwall face.
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Fig. 3.7 Skellig Michae, Co. Kern Oratory (Stoke: 187E vol.1, 30) \

Fig. 3.8 Innishmurra, Co. Sligc (Stoke: 187E vol.l, 46)
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The inner area had a diameter varying fra@®m toc.20m. Stokes emphasized
the defensive features that were different fromlusten; thick high walls,
smaller doorways and externelhevaux de frisen contrast with low narrow
walls, doorways wider and higher and absencecluévaux de friseThe
particular importance of Stokes was her abilityktmw the important sites, to

perceive the importance of the sites and to des¢hib important features.

End of 14' century

Towards the end of the f@entury Lawlor (1897) analysed a diagram inside th
back cover of the Book of Mulling (Fig. 3.9). Thed&k of Mulling is considered
to be as important as the Book of Armagh and datdeast to the late ninth
century but paleaographic evidence suggests earigthe name Mulling could
be a reference to the bishop of Ferns of the ltergh centuryilgid.,1, 13). The
diagram consists of two concentric circles withaegé inner area with crosses
and labels of obscure writing. The positions of ¢hesses which are inside and
outside the circles are thought to have some sigmte. The diagram is not a
facsimile, is not to scale and is thought to repnésa typical early medieval
monastic enclosure. Even though the diagram isvapt impressive there is a
suggestion of at least two concentric enclosusesavallum system. This being
so, it is of importance in describing and interigtthe areas within the
monastic enclosures and particularly the relatiweations of the different
elements within the inner enclosure, especiallyctiosses. It is assumed that the
circles representalli. The monastic enclosure had been referred to ontizen
abstract or through the constantly repeated rederef Bede to St. Cuthbert of
Lindisfarne. Much later Henry (1957), Fanning (198Swan (1983) and O
Carragéin (2005), among others, are to discussshes of enclosures in a more
informed manner. Modern scholarship (Jenkins 208)shown that theallum
system ofsanctus sanctior and sanctissimusot only existed but was more

common that hitherto appreciated.
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Fig. 39 Book of Mulling Diagran (Lawlor 1897, 167)

3.5 Widening interests, excavation, developments World
War I

Westropp

The antiquarian T.J. Westropp was born in Attyfl@o,. Limerick and graduated
as a civil engineer in 1885. After a brief periodprofessional work, he devoted
the rest of his life to recording and reporting iant monuments particularly in
Co. Clare and Co. Limerick. He concentrated on fortg, earth works and
promontory forts of the early medieval period amdtlee fabric of churches and
castles of post-Norman times. He produced overa@@les in various learned
journals including those of the Royal Society ofti§naries (RSAI) and the

Royal Irish Academy (RIA) as well as in journalsasthaeological societies in
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Limerick, Cork and Galway. These writings are oéajrvalue as much of his
research materials was later destroyed in civiestrAdditionally some sites
have been interfered with since then. Having besndd in draughtsmanship in
his engineering studies, Westropp was meticuloushim drawings and

illustrations (Irwin 2009, 861-2). In his work onnherick and Clare, Westropp
goes methodically through each diocese, dealinginm with the deaneries and
the parishes, describing the structures and thainsnbut he does not dwell at

all on the early medieval monastic enclosures evétum (ibid.)

Champneyq1910, 14) followed from the work of Stokes and terohat the
vallumis necessary not for defence but as a boundaryaitat for the monks as
well as outsiders and which is frequently refert@dh early monasteries and to
the monastic settlements in north Africa. He wemt@refer to the often quoted
St. Cuthbert’'s comment on the round enclosure imé=aThatvallum was of
uncut stones and sods. There is a later referenstohes without mortar and

internal divisions of the enclosure by inner walls.

Other published works of the early"26entury

Many histories of county and diocese appeared fiiora to time in the early
20" century e.g. Begley's work on the Limerick dioc€4806, 1927, 1938).
Bury’s work, The Life of St. Patrickhad appeared in 1905 and Ryahish
Monasticismin 1931. The first printing of KenneyEhe Sources for the Early
History of Ireland: Ecclesiasticavas in 1929. All of these works were the
products of objective research and an importantemaway from the Celtic
romanticism and religious hagiography of th& t@ntury. They were solid well
referenced historical works. They were also wriitea manner that appealed to
the burgeoning educated middle class. Hogan (19abljshed hiOnomasticon
Goedelicum Locorum et Tribuum Hiberniae et Scofladex to Gaelic Names
of Places and Tribespll of these are still regarded as invaluable gsids links
between the actual location and names of placakeanancient manuscripts

Recently there has been a resurgence of intereKeimmey’s work. Michael
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O’Flanagan in the late 1920s privately commencedlighing typescripts of
O’Donovan’s O.S. Letters on a county basis. Thead imdexes based on
townlands. It has been noted that the system waspsby Adolph Mahr in the
National Museum of Ireland and based on the towhldine townland system is
unique to Ireland. All of these works were of gr@aportance not only with
regard to the scholarly up to date content but mlgwesenting that material in a
manner available to the general public. Much of ttiegterial presented is still
constantly being consulted. Thallum received attention only from Ryan and

even then in terms of singlallum structure and the size of the enclosure.

Very little archaeological excavation took placertfrthe turn of the 20century

to the World War 1l years. However research andlystwere continued. Just
prior to the end of the &century the newly established Museum of Science an
Art was handed to the Department of Agriculture dedhnical Instruction in
Dublin and was composed of several important codes that had been
accumulating over the previous centuries (WaddéiD5? 181). Gradually
schools of archaeology were established in theeusitives. Macalister had done
extensive excavations in Palestine and, in Irelavmtked on the interpretation
of ogham stones and early texts. From his expezgicthe Middle East he had
come to believe that there was a close associhgbmeen the ancient texts and
archaeology. His later publications built on thiglahe assembled a chronology
of Irish archaeology. His work however, was nothitt its critics ipid.,191-3).
Adolph Mahr was appointed Keeper in1927 and Dine¢tal932 in what was
then named The National Museum of Ireland.

3.6 Excavations and international influences

Nendrum, Co. Down
The first archaeological excavation of an early immeal monastic site was of

Nendrum on Mahee Island in Strangford Lough, CoworT he first excavation
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NFENDRUM  CELTIC  MIONASTERY
[SLAND MAHEE C°DOWN

o Cavhul

Seclion on Line CGLA. : Tﬂ,_

Fig. 3.10 Nendrum,Co. Dov (Lawlor 1925, frontispiece

of this site was carried out from 1922 to 1924 lawlor (1925). Then the site
was on an island approached by two causeways. [@heopthe monastic layout
shows three concentric oval shaped enclosures w¥ecé ‘curiously cuspidated
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to the north’ (Lawlor (1925, 95-9, frontispiece,; Fg. 3.10). Many graves were
found in the inner enclosure in different situatoand others in the second
enclosure ipid.,17-19). The principal feature of the site was theee-fold
vallum system of concentric drystonalli of ‘great’ thickness which enclosed
the ruins of the monasterip{d.,1). The three drystonealli were superimposed
on fragments of earlier buildings and led to hisaosion of the existence of a
pre-Christian settlement of the fourth centuityid.,9). The innervallum was
two-walled. The outewallum enclosedc.3h, the middlevallum enclosedc.2h
and the innewallumc.0.5h(ibid., 96). The monastic estate included the islands
and some of the coastal areas. Lawlor referrebedhree-foldsallum system in
lona and suggested that the economy was similéhabdescribed by Reeves
including the mill, granaries, agricultural actie#, industrial activities, fishing
and trade ibid.,15,19). Lawlor does not use the termanctus, sanctior,
sanctissimuswhen referring to the enclosures at Nendrum. Lawdoew
attention to the traces of internal dividing watisNendrum similar to those in
Innishmurray and the similar disposition of intdrimaildings {bid., 23). He
suggested that Nendrum was contemporaneous witshimarray and compared
the ground plan of the inner enclosure in Nendruith wnnishmurray and
emphasised the cusp shown in both plans and th#asiy in dimensions
(ibid.,16).

The vallum in Innishmurray was 2m to 4m in height and simdanensions in
width which compared with the slighter dimensions cBm andc.2m in
Nendrum. Lawlor referred to the suggestion of O’'Dean that Innishmurray
was originally pre-Christian later adapted to Qars usage and suggested a
similar chronology for Nendrum.il(d.,24). Lawlor proposed a three-fold
chronology of Nendrum i.e. prehistoric, early medieand late medieval. He
compared the type of stone work of Nendrum witha@an Aileach, Co.
Donegal, Innishmurray, Co. Sligo, Dun Aengus, Cajway and Staigue, Co.
Kerry, and agreed with the conclusions of O’'DongwAfakeman and others of
secular origins of some sites and later adaptiddhtastianity (bid., 97).
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Thevallumat Nendrum was intended more to confine the \igiof the monks
than for security and was2.4m high and.1m in width. There are only traces
of inner dividing walls. The assertion that theeswas pre-Christian and
defensive ipid.,96-7) has been contested (Edwards 1990, 107)piteegs
limitations the earlier excavation of Lawlor its nmediate publication yielded
important information and guidance for all subsequstudies. A paper
reconstruction of Nendrum (Fig. 3.11) has appearetHughes and Hamlin
(1977, 46/7).

Lawlor attributed the absence of steps on the invadl in Nendrum to the low
original height of the wall and referred to the erlase of mural chambers. Two
gateways were.2 m in width and Lawlor suggested that becauséefwidth,
stone lintels could not have been used. Consegudmtl suggested, wooden
beams were probably placed over the gap and indumounted by a sod or
turf wall (ibid., 98). In the early medieval period, activity wasfwoed to four
huts of diameteic.10m, the sites of which have been exposbd (106-7).
Lawlor suggested dates of 850 AD to 974 AD forhéding and burning of the
round tower, the dimensions of which he gave.&m of the plinth anad.2m of
internal diameter. The tidal powered mills with Inmbnds were an important
aspect of the settlemenbid., 1-8) and the focus of the recent McErlean and

Crowthers excavations in 2007 (see below).
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Fig. 5 Imaginative reconstruction of a tenth-century monastery
based on Nendrum

Fig. 3.11 Nendrun (Hughes and Haml 197746/47

The townland system, recording of artefacts andipations

Archaeological excavation techniques and artefaconding were established
firmly in the 1930s. Adolph Mahr is credited witlstablishing the system of
recording archaeological artefacts in Ireland dmrtcontexts based on the 6”
O.S. maps, townland and county. The report of tkeavation at Cush, Co.
Limerick (O Riordain, 1940) including informatiom anethods employed, team
training, equipment including plane table on addmith alidade, drawings and
photographs, demonstrates the methods used atheHowever, judging from
published excavatioreports, the archaeological interest at this tieensed to
be on the Neolithic and Bronze Age.
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The first edition of O Riordain’sAntiquities of the Irish Countrysidevas
published in 1942, the second 1943 and a thircseeivand reset in 1953. This
work was intended for the general reader and wafurther important
development in bringing archaeology into the publbenain. This was followed
a short time later by the work of Francoise Herdi§46) when she published the
Remains of the Early Christian period on InniskeartN, Co. Mayoin which
report she described her excavations (in 1938pwieshouses and an attempted
rapid survey of other antiquities of the same peribler interest was in the
houses which she described as an Early Christisndpsettlement -probably
an eremitic monastery. She had already visitedshikaa North twice in 1937
and photographed some of the slabs. In the repertreferred to the great
guantity of remains from the Bronze Age and alseady medieval monasteries
and carved slabs. There were several fields ottbkhs which were labelled on
6” O.S. maps as ‘Burial Ground’. Henry referredhe two concentric circles of
small stones with slender central pillar with fagrbss inscribed in Innishkea
South but does not comment or atribute any sigifie to the two concentric
circles. She also wrote on the corbelled drystomesanry of ruined beehive
monuments, rectangular structures with roundedersridaving added that very
little remained of the stone enclosure of the protory fort, Henry referred to
another extensive round enclosure but did not glieensions or dating
attribution. The antiquities of Caher Island, Coayd (bid.,1947) include a
fragmented rampart which was difficult to datetamay well be earlier than the
monastery. These reports are of interest becaukerdéter survey work in Co.
Kerry.

3.7 Increased activity in excavation, methods anglublications

Radiocarbon dating
World wide archaeology was revolutionised in 1950ew Libby revealed the
radiocarbon method of dating (Gillespie 1986, Witherto archaeologists were

depending on stratigraphy and cultural sequencestiempts to obtain a

76



Chapter 3 Literature Review

chronology that was at best relative. This methbdating has been used most
successfully in sites in Ireland. The early mediewanastery at Caherlehillan,
Co. Kerry, has been dated to a period encompasisengid-fifth to early sixth
centuries (Sheehan 2009, 194, 204). Similarly aasReCo. Kerry, Fanning
(1981) submitted four samples of charcoal for dptifihree of these samples
gave unreliable results and the fourth suggestedta of 295-650 AD. Also
through radiocarbon dating, Manning (1986) sucegiysidentified three phases
of development in Millockstown, Co. Louth with rdtsuof phase 1 indicating
400-590 AD and of phase 3 indicating 660-960 AD.

Leask

In 1955 Leask published Volume 1 of his trilogy losh churches. He repeated
the belief that the origins of early medieval es@stical settlements in Ireland
were in Syria and Egypt where the complex of comtiesof monks were
called laura. In Ireland a constant feature of settlements wees @ncircling
vallum few of which remain today (Leask 1955, 11). Hetowed that there
were numerous references to curvilinear fragmehtgabi enclosing the early
church settlement$ragments ofalli are found of walls and ramparts such as
parts of the massive earthen banks at Seir KigCan, Offaly (bid., 12-15).
Leask’s contribution to the architectural histofyirish churches is immense but

he has little to say on thallumbeyond general remarks.

Henry

A significant post World War 1l development tookapé when Francoise Henry
who, having resumed her work on surveys, this im€o. Kerry, published
Early monasteries, beehive huts and dry-stone irs¢he neighbourhood of
Caherciveen and WatervilléCo. Kerry) in 1957 This was the outcome of
several years of site surveys commenced in 1938cantinued after the war
years. The feature she emphasised was the diwgttim the vallum either by
terrace or dividing wall, of the oratory and thegr of the founderilid., 154).
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This feature of an internal division by a wall erraice appears to have escaped
the attention of archaeologists until this. The amignt features of the internal
enclosure were the oratory as the primary elengwotpss inscribed slab and a
shrine shaped tomb (Henry 1957, 154-5). She diduset the termsanctus
sanctioror sanctissimusHenry noted the large numbers of small hermitages
wondered if they were truly eremitic in charactar ‘offshoots’ of larger
monasteries. She referred to St. Fechin of Fongngavith a small group to set
up in Ardillaun, Co. Mayo ibid., 157). These considerations have been the
centre of much discussion since then. Her refemetaahevallum were brief
(ibid., 157).

Church Island, Co. Kerry

During an excavation at Beginish, Co. Kerry, O'lgelisited the neighbouring
smaller adjacent Church Island and discovered lkettd unknown ogham-
inscribed cross-slab. There was also a ruined rdteilg. 3.12). Because of
urgency due to active erosion by the sea nearrétery, excavations took place
in 1955-6 (O’Kelly 1957, 57). Excavations reveated early buildings, one had
been a very small rectangular structure of wooe {itist oratory) and the other a
circular wooden hut. These had been replaced legtangular stone oratory and
a circular stone house. The next structure to bk Wwas a rectangular stone
house and this was followed by an enclosing drgstailum (ibid., 58-69).
There were 33 burials with an east-west orientatare of these was female),
parallel to the foundations with head to the wé&stese were found under and
and near the stone oratorlgid., 91-3). The enclosingallum probably enclosed
the whole of the inhabitable part of the island suhow largely eroded. The
original length of thisvallum may have been 140m with width of 1.5m to 2m
and height 1.5m. The building technique was sintitathat of the oratory and
the stones were of two distinct types from two paftthe islandibid., 73-7).
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Fig. 3.12 Churc Island, Valencia, Co. Ker (Evans 1966, 12'

parallel to the foundations with head to the wé&stese were found under and
and near the stone oratorlgid., 91-3). The enclosingallum probably enclosed
the whole of the inhabitable part of the island suhow largely eroded. The
original length of thisvallum may have been 140m with width of 1.5m to 2m
and height 1.5m. The building technique was sintitathat of the oratory and
the stones were of two distinct types from two paf the islandibid., 73-7).
An understanding of the late phase building ofth#um has not been settled.
The dimensions of theallum correspond with those of th@llum in Nendrum.
O’Kelly was convinced that Church Island was ametie site. Others are not
sure, feeling there could be other explanations,efeample that it may have
been monastic or broadly ecclesiastical or secGlanistian or a community
cemetery (Jenkins 2010, 7). Whilst the sequenddefphases of development

on the island is reasonably elucidated, the aclathg is not at all clear.

Skellig Michael

Skellig Michael has been studied by many, includitgrgaret Stokes 1875,
Henry in 1950s, dePaor in the 1950s, Horn, Marsimal Rourke (1990) and
Bourke (2005) more recently and still ongoing. 1954 dePaor submitted a

report to the National Monuments Branch of the OFWe monastic remains
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consist of five complete beehive huts and one pséd, two upturned boat-

shaped oratories, a rectangular church and 30 oressbed slabs.
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Fig. 3.13 Skellig Michael (dePaor 1958, 53)

All the buildings are of drystone, corbelled withclined jambs, with double
lintel and within a system of enclosures and onatess supported by battered
walls (dePaor 1955, 180; 1958,53; Fig. 3.13). Heuisited the island in 1946,
1947, 1953 and 1957 and described all the monumentdetail (Henry
1957,113-128). There are two summits on the istardlithe monastery was built
about 20m below the north summit. The south pedkni®us for its remoteness
and hazardous approach. The well is about 200measea level and yields pure
water. On the south peak, which is approached Ipgrdous path, there are
remains of a simple structure which is thought @écabhermitage site and which
was referred to but not described by dePaor anddessribed by Henry (1957,
113-128). The island and especially the South Pleak been thoroughly
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explored and photographed (impressively) by Hetrral. (1990, 17-38; Plates
3.1, 3.2).

Bourke (2005) enumerated the features and comphesd with Swan’s (1985)

list of features associated with early medieval astic settlements and notes
that of the twelve features regarded as charatitersf early medieval
enclosures only three - namely bullasouterrainand townland boundary - are
absent from Skellig Michael. The townland boundasye is however irrelevant
because the whole island is the monastery andhitwee dine would have been
regarded as thsanctusvallum (as in lona) and what had been described as a

souterrainis now regarded as a rainwater cistern (Bourké&2003).

The monastic foundation of Skellig Michael is atitded to sixth century St.
Fionan and the departure to Ballinskelligs had aetlbefore the end of the
period. Conservation of the site rather than extiawas the main consideration
at presentiid.,125). The inner uppermost enclosuresanctisssimusad been

remodelled at various times but no details arerglweBourke.

The south and east walls had collapsed and beairedgn the early medieval
period in Phase A, tHeachtawere built in Phase B and the remaining buildings

in Phase C in the site’s early medieval zernilid(,125-30). The interpretation

..»v"g

Plate Plate 3.: Skellig Michael
(Mitchel and Ryan 1997, 276) (Hornet al1988, 53)
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of the Skellig Michael site again raises the issfielassification e.g. whether
eremitic orcenobitic and it appears to correspond to the medgyested by
Henry of an association of lone eremitic habitatrath eremitic and cenobitic

monastic community with several enclosures nearby.

Aerial photography and the early medieval monastery

Norman and St. Joseph (1969,) publisiidly Development of Irish Society
consisting of 70 aerial photographs from a selactibabout 10,000 taken in the
1960s. Having discussed the different approaches suocessful aerial
photography, they wrote that there had been sedseabveries of monuments
whose existance was hitherto unsuspected. Thisespscially true of large
enclosures on hill topshid., 2-17) where the full extent of the enclosure is not
visible from any one point on the ground. Normard &t. Joseph (1969)
continued that the early medieval monastery typicalas situated within a
circular enclosingvallum made of earth with ditch or stone. They added that
most enclosures are of bank and ditch @8@m in diameter and continued that
a typical enclosure had a series of subdividinglsmahose functions are not
clear (bid., 96). They compared the three concentric stondt hailli of
Nendrum, with the three-fold earthemllum system of Kilmacoo, Co. Cork
(ibid.. 99). The Norman and St. Joseph photographs war®nmochrome whilst
later aerial photographs were in colour. They idellithe aerial photographs of
Armagh and Clonmacnoise to illustrate the encigclilevelopment of the urban
settlementibid.,118).

Norman and St. Joseph also referred to the cirddsaice in the eighth century
Book of Mullingwhich has an enclosure of two concentric circlE360, 100).
Whilst some of the text in this work is now regat@des being overtaken by later
scholarship, the publication is still valuable hesma of the aerial photography,
the interpretation of aerial photographs and paldity as records of the sites at
that time. The authors do not attempt to intergtet significance of the

concentriovalli.
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Kiltiernan, Co. Galway

Michael Duignan (1951) investigated an early manasite at Kiltiernan, Co.
Galway in 1950. The roughly circular enclosure cedec.1.6h within a
drystonevallum (no dimensions were given) (Fig. 3.14). There na®vidence
of a modern cemetery or medieval or later buildingse interior was divided
into sub-enclosures by the remains of walls somevieth were radial and

others segmental. The remains of a simple pre-Restp® nave-and-chancel

57 Monastic site, Kiltiernan, Co. Galway

Fig. 3.1«Kiltiernan, Co. Galway (Norman and St. Jose|1969, 103

church were centrally placed. Other buildings arsbaterrainwere uncovered

in other sub-enclosures.
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To the north side of the enclosure excavationsaledea monastic cemetery
with burial orientation of east-west. Further exagoans to the south revealed
more burials similarly orientated in conformity tvithe church alignment. There

were also infant and foetal burials of later tirbes no modern cemetery.

Duignan suggested three phases:
Phase 1: a cemetery enclosure with an as yet walegl/ehurch,
Phase 2: the nave of the pre-Romanesque churcbremtated burials,
Phase 3: the addition of the chancel.
Of particular interest is the radially disposeddiuision of the enclosure in the
south east part of the enclosure. No precise datimgre given and further
investigation was intended. As there was no suggestf outer enclosures or
internal divisions the assumption must be that was thesanctissimu®r most

sacred area of the monastery.

Reask, Co. Kerry

The first edition 6” O.S. map showed the site asmgue oval outline indicated
by a dotted line (Fanning 1981, 69, 70). By 197@halt had been visible above
ground was a cross inscribed pillar stone at tlge ed the road. The cross had a
‘Celtic’ scroll inscription of the letters D N E.d8ause of perceived dangers to
the stone, Bord Failte bought the site and traresflerownership to the
Commissioners of Public Works for whom Tom Fannicarried out full
excavations from 1972 to 1975 and published theortefn 1981. The
excavations revealed the foundations for a roughlyl shaped enclosure with
drystone walls. The best preserved section incladsdgment 14m long, five to
six courses in heightc(1.5m) andc. 2.2m in width. Inside they uncovered
postholes for wooden huts, foundations for beehivs, a small oratory and an
internal dividing wall. There were primary lintedlayes and of these some were

partly under the oratory. A corn drying kiln wascomered outside the
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Fig. 3.1 Reask Co. Ker (Fanning 1981,7)

enclosure. There were four samples of charcoaetbf which were not reliable
for dating. The few artefacts included an abradedrent of Bii wareibid.,
86). There were four samples of charcoal, threeldth were not reliable for
dating. The few artefacts included an abraded feagrof Bii ware ibid., 86).
The hearth site indicated a date of 326-506 AD hWithe western part of the

enclosure ganction there was evidence of iron working viz. pits,gsl&@iyere
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and vitrous material (Fig. 3.15). The base of treary in the eastern enclosure
(sanctissimusshowed similarity to Skellig Michael in dimens®@and having
the two slabs in the doorway. This, it appears, wasite with many of the
features considered to be indicative of early meaienonastic occupation and
which was later abandoned. Afterwards the enclosw® used as aillin and

this in turn was also later abandoned.

Of particular note on this site of Reask is thestygevallumenclosure with an
internal sectionganctissimuson the south-east enclosing oratory, slab shrine,
cross inscribed slab and burials (Fanning 1981, Thé internal section on the
south-east was thsanctissimusand the western section tteanctior The
sanctusarea was outside and not defined bsaHum The internal dividing wall

is paralleled at Gallarus, Currauly, Maumanorig,|fdintain, Loher and
Killabuonia (Co. Kerry) and is referred to by Hen($957,154), Evans
(1966,127), Norman and St. Joseph, (1969). Theee gsnilar arrangement in
Ballydawley, Co. Sligo.

In his survey of 56 Early Medieval monastic sitestihe Dingle peninsula,
Fanning (Fanning 1981, 241-2)found that 17 in Cgukaey contain most of the
following diagnostic features: a sub-circular doyst vallum, small drystone
oratory, small rectilinear grave enclosurdeacht,plain cross or cross inscribed
pillar or slab, internal dividing wall and beehivemnants. Also found, though
not so commonly, arsouterrairs, ogham stones and a holy well. Apart from
Kilmalkeader, very few have medieval remaiitsd., 241-2). These findings
supported Henry’s conclusions on the layout ofahdy medieval monastic sites
(1957,146). As there was no suggestion of outedosores in Reask, the
assumption must be that the enclosure includeddhetissimugonjoined with
the sanctior There is no suggestion of a three-foldllum system. Overall
measurements included bathnctissimusindsanctior.As there is no evidence
in the modern field system of any outermsahctus vallunat Reask and given

that the industrial activities were located withie vallum on the west sector
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(sanction, one could suggest that sanctusvallumhad been intended. The corn
drying kiln is outside thevallum and is thought to be of later datke

surrounding field system does not exhibit any dingar features.

Swan
Swan had submitted a three volume thesis (M.A. D.Cin 1971 The
Recognition and Recovery of Ecclesiastical Enclesury Aerial Observation
and Aerial Photographyand excavated Kilpatrick Churchyard, in Killuc&yg.
Westmeath in 1976. In his best known wdikclosed ecclesiastical sites and
their relevance to settlement patterns of the firstienium (1983, 269-294),
Swan referred to the long observed association dertvsettlement enclosures,
churches and early burial places. He paid triboteOtDonovan, Wakeman,
Stokes, Lawlor and Norman and St. Joseph for thlegervations. Beginning
with a country-wide map search, he discovered toear enclosures around
church ruins or churchyards indicated by the shedtreets in towns in Meath
such as Kells, Duleek and Dunshaughlin. Sometimdsmear pattern was
enclosed by curvilinear enclosure. The curvilinglape was repeated in rural
churchyards and burial grounds which in some cakded from the early
medieval period. Swan identified 400 such sites from the 6” O.S. maps of the
whole country and a further. 200 from aerial surveys and field worbi(l.,
273). The field boundaries were not the usual sipleedges but much more
substantial, sometimes densely over grown, beingsiva in height and width
(ibid., 270). These were early medieval ecclesiasticals sithich were
identifiable by some of the following charactegstwhich Swan listed more or
less in order of frequency of occurrence:

(1) evidence ofalli

(2) burial area

(3) placename with ecclesiastical element

(4) structure or structural remains

(5) holy well

(6) bullaun stone
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(7) carved, shaped, inscribed or decorated cnostiab
(8) line of townland boundary forming part of evslre
(9) souterrain

(10) pillar stone

(11) founder’s tomb

(12) pattern

Swan (bid., 274) pointed out that not all sites have all ofstnelements but
burial is most consistent. The existing or disusgdurchyard’ or ‘Graveyard’
was frequently referred to on the mapsraiig, fearta roimh and was used
occasionally as a place of infant burial. The phacees suggest an origin in the
early medieval or medieval period. Swan did no¢réd the specific breakdown

of concentric enclosures sdnctussanctioror sanctissimus.

The two-fold importance of Swan’s work lies in tidentification of early
medieval monastic sites through the use of mapscesfy the 6” O.S. editions
thus complementing the work of Norman and St. Jos€f®69) on aerial

photography and also, most particularly, in focugsttention on theallum.

Ballyallaban, Co. Clare

Sheehan and Moore (1981) reporfad Unrecorded Ecclesiastical Enclosure at
Ballyallaban, Co. ClareThey drew attention to a surviving curvilineagsent

in the east of the site of an eartharllum c.50m in length anad.1m in height.
The width was not given of theallum fragment which survived in the east. To
the south fragments of thallum were highlighted by a line of trees. On the
north the curve of the field boundary indicated plosition of the lost portions
and on the west the road curves indicatedposition of the formerallum The
dimensions of the enclosure were 130m and 95mt#eré tvas no evidence of a
ditch. A platform structure (1m by 2m and 1m indte) built of large dry slabs
now supports a plain cross (cemented into positwhich in turn rests on a

raised area in the north-west quadrant of the socdo A bullaun (0.25m in
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depth and 0.4m in width) was located beside théfgrta. As there was no
suggestion of outer enclosures the assumption rbasthat this was the
sanctiorsanctissimussector of the monastery. There were no references t
vallum system on this site. The existence of a eartlalum in this part of the
Burren is of interest. However John Sheehan (UCGers.comn) said that
earthen enclosures are found even in rocky areasawhere is sufficient soil as

in a valley.

Hurley

Hurley (1982) provided an account of what is knowh the coming of
Christianity to Ireland and particularly to the #owof the country. Very little is
known of the early years during which time monastic became established.
Hurley suggested that the lives of the saints aefull in identifying places
(Hurley 1982, 301-6), so echoing Hamlin. The datirigsites from documents
depends on the first and last entries &gninus ante querandterminus post
guem Hurley, when referring to the distribution of amedieval ecclesiastical
monasteries, felt that there was correspondence swieés of ringforts that is
between 30/120m OD and on the shoulders of hillerlowking streams or
rivers. Somealiserts(remote eremitic sitesyere found in out-of-the-way places
near swamps or woodlandsig@., 307-8). Hurley acknowledged the importance
of the work of Norman and St. Joseph (1969), Swi#&88) and also Pochin-
Mould (1972). He referred to all the diagnosticnedsts described by Swan
(1983), thevallum (usually an earthen bank with an internal ditclerehwood
was scarce) and also the propinquity with latemtiewwd boundaryilfid., 307-8).
Referring to the location of a site, he stressedl itlfluences of ‘settlement
pressure’ but added that the importance of trilmaindaries as advocated by O
Riain (1972) is difficult to test on the ground &ese of a lack of determination
of the location of the boundariebi@., 310). P. Duffy (Maynooth pers.comn)
said that boundaries were undefined and vagueaatpériod. Hurley does not
refer to the three-folgtallum system of monastic enclosures.
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Armagh

Rescue excavations in 1968 on Cathedral Hill, Aimagvealed in a much
disturbed site, a V-shaped ditch 6.4m wide and 2i3rdepth with dating of
1660 +80 b.p. The ditch had been back-filled from the outer bank and the
infill included debris from early medieval worksteogParallels have been drawn
with nearby Emhain Macha and the site has stropngiasons with St. Patrick
(Brown and Harper 1968).

Manning

Of the many contributions that Con Manning has mgalesarly medieval

studies, the four relevant to this study are thporms of excavations at
Killederdadrum, Co. Tipperary (1984), Inishmore, aAr Islands (1985),
Millockstown, Co. Louth (1986) and Moyne, Shruleg.Mayo (1987). There
was no suggestion of outer enclosures in any ofsties investigated and the
assumption must be that thellum enclosed botlsanctiorandsanctissimu# a

conjoined system

Killederdadrum, Co. Tipperary
The excavation of the early medieval monastery diedérdadrum (1984).
Manning having been motivated by impending farmrionmement works, was
limited by time constraints. Excavation revealed twain phases of activity:
Phase (a) early medieval occupation withiralum,
Phase (b) post-medieval burials.
Thevallumenclosed an area twice the size of the averagértnghich would
be regarded as normal in the surrounding townlamtie. large irregular oval
vallum (70m east-west by 52m north-south) lay on an wast-ridge in a valley
between three hills and on the south-west cornendiary of the townland of
Lackenavorna (ibid., 237). The internal area w#&s25h (bid., 240). The V-
shaped ditce.2.8m in width andt.1.6m in depth had been deliberately in-filled,
perhaps with the internal bank materials. The batkbeerc.3m in width at the

base ipid., 242). The unusual feature of the extension on test wonsisted of
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two low banks with an external ditah20m apart which stopped short on the
west side of the enclosure and was cut by the abade other end. There were
about 80 burials with post-medieval indications. témains of a church or of
slabs were discovered, nevertheless the enclogyeass to correspond to the
vallum typical early church sites and monasteries. Tteeision the townland
border and enclosed on the north and east by beldndaries and so is in
accordance with some of Swan’s diagnostic featusésearly medieval
ecclesiastical monasteries relating to boundarfe®wnland and field. There
were no references to a systenvalfli on this site and the assumption must be

that bothsanctiorandsanctissimusvere conjoined within theallum

Inishmore, Co. Galway

In the excavation of two church sites on Inishmatee visible antiquities
include the stump of a late high cross, the stufma und tower on a terrace
slightly lower, also St. Enda’s holy well and altamd part of an ancient wall
(Manning 1985). Temple Benan is a small chueéh2m byc.2.1m and north-
south orientation on a terradid., 98). Of the wall foundations, some stones
remain which were 0.8m in width and uncovered réar south-east corner
(ibid.,2101). In 1880 the National Monuments Register r@edmruins of a church
‘with rectangular enclosure and group of cellstetaVestropp (1905) wrote of a
‘group on monastic cloghauns with traces of cashed this was later repeated
in Killanin and Duignan (1967, 62) and Manning (39®8). Since neither
enclosure nowallum survived, Manning suggested the former existerica o
small rectangular enclosure flush with the northlgand surrounding the other
sides {bid., 98, 110) and that the wall is considered to hme final stage of
building probably as shelter from the weather. €heere no references to a
system ofvalli on this site but the presence of a high crossrandd tower

suggest danctior-sanctissimuarea.
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Millockstown, Co. Louth

At Millockstown the excavation was also occasior®d land improvement
activities when aouterrainhad been exposed. Before the excavation there had
been no surface indications beyond a low standtogesor scratching-post
(Manning 1986, 135). Manning found that this wasnalti-period site and
suggested a sequence of three phases of occuetipnning with Late lron
Age. This was followed by a typical secular ringfof early medieval period
and the third phase was an early medieval ecctesibsite. Manning points out
that the acquisition of secular sites by the chuvas been attested to elsewhere
in Ireland (bid.,163). There is no sign of a church in Millockstoeund if there
had been a church it must have been wooden. THesestical use of the site
was discontinued long before the™gentury. The graves were long-cist or

lintel and of males, females and juvenildsd., 164,174).

The excavation revealed a succession of three @nels. The first two phases

were ringfort enclosures and the final phase wdy esedieval monastic:

Phase 1. An enclosure60m in diameter within a narrow ditchbid., 137)
which wasc.1.4m at the top and 0.6m in depth. There was no trace of a
bank. There was a dateable find of a terminal par& zoomorphic
penannular brooch of the third century and assediaharcoal with a
date range of 430-480 ADb{d., 181) which suggests a late lron Age
settlement. Anothesouterrainwas uncovered.

Phase 2: A ringfort was constructed inside theieraPlhase 1. The diameter was
c.37m, with a ditch 2.7m wide arl.5m in depth and the enclosure had
few features and could not be dated.

Phase 3: Early medieval ecclesiastical monastery.

Manning suggests a sequence of three phases géatau beginning with Late
Iron Age. This was followed by a typical seculangfort of Early Medieval
period and the third phase was an ecclesiasticdesent of habitation and

burial. This third phase constituted a monastic rappation of an earlier
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ringfort. Manning points out that the acquisitiohsecular sites by the church
has been attested to elsewhere in Irelahdl.( 163). There is no sign of a
church and if there had been a church it must baesm a wooden construction .
There is however no record of postholes. The eedBsal use of the site was
discontinued long before the12entury and was later a place of burial, mixed,
with no young childrenilfid., 164).

In the ecclesiastical occupation the ditch waélied and a new ditch was dug
forming a newvallum This was of irregular shape, much larger thantie
previous phases, measuriogOm north-south and.100m east-west. The ditch
had a rounded profile at the bottom and w&s in width andc.1.4m in depth.

A date of 770-800 AD was obtaineibifl., 181). The contents of 20 long-cist
graves were analysed and could with certainty Is#gasd to Phase 3. This
enclosure also included the tvsouterrairs. There were no references to any
vallum system on this site so the conclusion must be Ibb#h sanctior and

sanctissimusvere enclosed by the sawellum

The reports on excavations at Killederdadrum andlobkstown detail the
dimensions of thevallum ditch namelyc. 2m in width andc.1.5m in depth in
both cases. Presumably the bardlum would have been formed from the
dugout material and so would have related dimessionThe
sanctiorsanctissimus vallumcould not have been very substantial and
presumably would have been surmounted by a palisfdtakes and quickens

such as blackthorn and whitethorn.

Moyne, Shrule, Co. Mayo
At Moyne (Fig. 3.16) Manning (1987, 37-70) excawvhte graveyard in 1982
which lay within a large drystongsanctior vallum which has a diameter @f
130m. The graveyarg#énctissimusthe medieval church ruins and two standing
stones lie in the south western part of the encéosthe enclosed area is of good
pasture and the lack of a defined limit to the etd the graveyard was a cause
of concern. An aerial photograph of the site wabliphed by Norman and St.
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Joseph (1969, 104). The enclosiradlumwas drystone and2-3m in width and
c.1.6-2.1m in height. Some of thigallum has been repaired to slighter
dimensions and the surviving parts of the origielum were characterised by
a lower course of large blocks. Within the encleswn the north, two inner
enclosures were defined by low banks andwhkum wall. On the south side
between the graveyard and thellum there were two radially sited banks. A
linear bank on the eastern part of the enclosupeas to be continued outside
the enclosure with a slight curve to the north.

58 Monastic site, Moyne Graveyard near Shrule, Co. Mayo

Fig. 316 Moyne near Shrule, Co. Ma' (Norman and St. Jose 1969, 10)
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Of particular interest were the drystomallum, the internal divisions on the
north section by earthen banks and the radial macf internal divisions to the
south outside the graveyard. This appears to sugges conjoined

sanctior/sanctissimusystem within the drystonallum

Hamlin

Ann Hamlin (1992) discussed the problems of ides#tifon of the early
ecclesiastical sites. She felt that the O.S. (1984p of Monastic Irelandand
Gwynne and Hadcock'sMedieval Religious Houses: Irelan¢l970) were
uneven works and in places unreliable. She advdaattudy of the lives of the
saints from the late seventh century as well asihgyrologies and placename
studies (Hamlin 1992, 138-9). She continued that identification on the
ground of early medieval monasteries is largely atten of archaeology
complemented with an interdisciplinary approachmhia does not refer to the

three-foldvallum system oBanctussanctiorandsanctissimus

Carrowntemple, Co. Sligo

The site of Carrowntemple, Co. Sligo was describsdan early medieval
ecclesiastical enclosure in both reports (Wallace &imoney 1987; Timoney
2002). The site includes fragments of inner englesSanctissimus outer
enclosure ganction, souterrairs, medieval church ruins, facsimiles of early

medieval grave slabs and an ancient field system.

Nendrum, Co. Down

A recent excavation at Nendrum was carried out ENean and Crothers
(2007) in 1999-2001. The church, burials and thendotower were in the inner
enclosure ganctissimus the middle area was for some graves, community
living and working activities and outer enclosuegniing activities (McErlean
and Crothers 2007, 335). The first excavation atddem, Co. Down in 1922-24
had been criticised because of the alleged lossatkrial, the methods of

excavation employed, the contexts of finds whictluded a bell, a sundial,
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pins, tablets and coins and the consequent difiesulof interpretation
(McErlean and Crothers 2007, 326-333; Edwards 199Q; Jenkins 2010, 3).
The focus of the McErlean and Crothers excavatwas on the tidal powered
mills which, with mill ponds, were an important asp of the settlementh(d.,
1-8). The assertion that the site was pre-Christiach defensiveil§id.,96-7) has
been contested (Edwards 1990, 107).

Caherlehillan, Co. Kerry

Sheehan (2009) excavated Caherlehillan, Co. Keomy fL992 to 2004. The site
is located at the western end of the Iveragh petanen the north side of a
valley on a fairly level terrace. The site has #&-sicular vallum ¢.30m in
diameter overlain by modern field boundaries ari®century road (Sheehan
2009, 192). The enclosing element is a low walhvan outer facing of slabs
both horizontal and vertical but dimensions aregieén. Two slabs which can
be dated to the sixth century are carved with thaifen of flabellum and
peacock. There was also some Bii-ware, all of whighcated links with the
eastern Mediterranean regiahig., 202). Two samples of radiocarbon dates are
corroborative and indicate a mid-fifth to earlythigentury establishment of an
ab initio monastic enclosure. The earliest constructiornviigton the site was
the digging of a series of substantial drainagacties ipid., 194) and primary
features include theallum the wooden church and a grave that appears to be
special. This was lintelled with polished and tabd#ones under the ‘sacrarium’.
Presumably the grave was of the founder of the stena The sequence of the
building of the enclosure contrasts with Churclansl (O’Kelly 1957, 57; Fig.
3.12) where the enclosure was the final stage e#ldpment. It is clear that the
Caherlehillan site wasb initio, an early medieval monastic settlement. In this
report there are no references to an interior aigidvall, but in the plan in the

report, there is a light line enclosing the noréistesection.
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Iveragh Peninsula, Co. Kerry

The Iveragh Peninsula - An Archaeological Surveypaifith Kerry(O’Sullivan
and Sheehath996) is a catalogue of all archaeological sites. ltudes 54 early
medieval monastic sites, 11 of these were of mimportance. Of these Skellig
Michael is now considered to be of world wide imoce, Church Island,
Lough Currane was of local importance only and rést were small enclosed
church sites. Six sites including Skellig Michae¢ affshore islands. The sites
are circular or oval averaging 33m in diameter aohetimes overlain by later
field boundaries (O’Sullivan and Sheehan 1996, 26Fhese sites appear to
have enclosed botkanctior and sanctissimuspaces. On Skellig Michael the
main remains are on terraces. Téenctior and sanctissimusenclosures are
defined by the terraces. It is clear that the t&saand supporting walls are most
important and have been repeatedly repaired, exveihd rebuttressedbid.,
279-281).

High Island, Co. Galway

White Marshal and Rourke (2000) publistt¢idh Island; an Irish Monastery in
the Atlantic.High Island lies over three km west of Claddaghdid. Galway.
The drystonesanctior/sanctissimus vallulms a diameter varying from 24m to
37m. and bounds the lake on the south. The endadivectly abuts the steep
hill to the east. Petrie had described the theargxtortion of the wall and gave
dimension.1 m in height ana¢.3 m wide but now the wall is in a bad state of
collapse ibid., 46-49). Herity (1995, 1-18) gives more information High
Island. There had been mining activity on the lém the middle of the 13
century when, because there were no housing fasilitn the island, the miners
built their huts using the stones from the earlydimeal buildings. Herity
reconstructed on paper what he considered thenafitayout of the monastery
had been. The originalnctior/sanctissimusas roughly quadrangular. The east
boundary was built into rising ground. The drysteadumon the south was a

mere 0.8m in width. The curvingallumon the west and north was a substantial
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3m in width and incorporated two wall chambers ahdtted huts (Herity 1995,
4).

Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly

Part of thevallumof Clonmacnoise excavated in Spring 2000 (Murpd@3)
included a segment of ‘a large ditch dated toEady Christian period, possibly
representing an outer enclosing element of they @aohastic complex’ (Murphy
2003, 1).

WEST SECTION FACE OF F25
o T S e o———

EAST SECTION FACE OF F26
D PR——

Il 21— West and east sections \]f-:“fr'rf F25.

Fig. 3.17 Clonmacnois (Murphy 2007,16)
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The back-filled ditch (Fig. 3.17) had substantimhensions varying in top width
from 5m to 6.2m and bottom width 1m to 1.7m. Thptevasc.3.7m with a V-
shaped profile and flat bottom. There was eviderictippage on the north side,
e.g. on the interior of the enclosure, with siltewgd purposeful in-filling in the
eighth/ninth century. The slippage is thought tovehdeen caused by the
substantial weight of the bank. The in-filling appeto have been carried out in
one episode and is believed to coincide with a maypansion of the monastery
demanding a nevganctior vallumoutside thesanctissimusof the monastery
(ibid., 13). The proportions of the in-filled ditch are buas to suggest that it was
the outer boundary at the time of constructioncé&saof a later outer enclosure
are evident in the fields south and east of thdosnce {bid., 19-23). This
monument was impressive and contrasted greatly vather sites at
Millockstown, Co. Louth (Manning 1986) and Killediedrum, Co. Tipperary
(Manning 1984).

Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath
Simpson (Simpson 2005) excavated the monasticasitBunshaughlin, Co.
Meath in 1994. This site is well documented from S#¢cundinus (Sechnal) in
the mid-fifthcentury (Fig. 3.18). The present Church of Irelahdrch, with part
of a stone arcade of a medieval church, lies cintiraa field of c. 2h. The
curving modern road suggested a large oval endostic. 210m in diameter
(ibid., 227).
The sequence of activities have been summarised:

Phase 1: seventh/eighth century, a round house|cded

Phase 2: industrial activity before late eighthtaen

Phase 3: late eighth to early tenth century théoemg bank and ditch

constructed
Phase 4: early tenth to late twelfth century bdekiolished and ditch in-
filled
Phase 5: eleventh/twelfth century the ditch wastrand later filled in

Phase 6: late twelfth/thirteenth century cultivatof the entire site
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Phase 7: nineth/tenth century five adults buribil ( 229).
The curvingvallum consisted of a ditch and bank. The ditch was detand had
an upper width ot. 4.5m, a lower width ot.1.2m and a depth af 2.3m. A

strong flowing spring within a stone channel wasassated.

(> |

St Secundinus

Church

Fig. 3.1¢ Dunshaughlirexcavatiol (Simpsot 2005, 22

The outlet to the stream had been sealed by thefidaaf the ditch and when
the blockage was released the ditch quickly filleith water indicating that
originally the ditch had been full of water. Theéeladitch (Phase 5) was smaller
being 2.8m width at the top and 1.6m at the bask ah7m in depth. In
attempting to interpret the phases of activity, @8on suggests that there had
been a contraction in size of the site in the &ighth century when perhaps
there was still an outer and substantial enclosuexistence. The rebuilding of
the ditch albeit of smaller dimensions at a latatedcould be due to recorded
repeated aggressive activities of both dynastictdiberno-Norse originsiljid.,
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227-8). There are similarities with the site atlédlerdadrum excavated by Con
Manning (Manning, 1984) and contrasts with Clonnea®® where thevallum

ditch had been rebuilt further out from the enctestentre.

The site has been much reconstructed with the qoesg difficulties of
identifying the sanctissimuswhich was probably located in the area now
occupied by the present quadrilateral church eoctogand surrounded by the
sanctior Simpson (2005, 228, 233-4) referred to the inerclosure and the
outer enclosure but not to the innermost core whkee present Church of
Ireland church stands with its medieval fragmeBise does not use the terms

sanctussanctioror sanctissimus.

O Carragain

O Carragain is most prominent in research and gatiitins on early medieval
monastic churches of recent times from 1987 to datewith much more work
in preparation for publication. The bulk of his Wappears to be directed to the
architecture of church buildings, organisation aedelopments e.gRegional
variations in Irish Pre-Romanesque architecty®905) andThe Architectural
Setting of the Mass in early medieval Irelaf2D09). InLandscape Converted:
Archaeology and Early Irish Church Organisation dweragh and Dingle,
Ireland (2005) he gives a good review of the introductainChristianity to
south Kerry. He refers to the important excavatimugh as Reask and
Caherlehillan and the important sites of Kilmalkeadnis Uasal and Skellig
Michael. The terntermonis some times used to designate the sanctuanner i
enclosure but in other cases to the extent of tietesiastic lands. O Carragain
notes that most of the settlement enclosures aréistinguishable from others
elsewhere in the regionb(d.,146). He continues that a coherent model of the
ecclesiastical enclosure layout is usually two, rarely three, concentric
enclosures with the ritual focus including the pipal graveyard within the
inner one (O Carragain 2009, 57). On the subjeth@mheight of theallum O

Carragéin writes, that the practice dated fromyei@mies and that the reason was
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to minimise contact with the laity. He then refeyBede writing on Cuthbert of
Farne that the wall was higher than man to preesmts and thoughts from
wandering and direct them to heavelnid., 217). O Carragainil§id., 58) also
writes:

‘To date, no one has identified an ecclesiastiettlesnent (as distinct from a
satellte monument) that was definitely unenclosed there are few or no

convincing examples whose enclosures are not cwail.’

Trahannacorresh

St Molaise's Chapel
(Teach Molaise)

Tobar Molaise (well)

tructural masonry
ubble

Grave Stone (recumbent)

= Grave S1one iorthastat

L] 0 20m
L ¢ T R T |

Fig. 3.18 Innishmurra, Co. Slig« (O’Sullivan ancO Carragéil 2008,)

102



Chapter 3 Literature Review

The variations of the number and the diameter aflosares in the site are
primarily due to regionality or statuibid., 58). O Carragéain dismisses the belief
of vallum continuity from the ringfort type of enclosure there are very few
enclosures of late Iron Agéb{d., 59).

There were big changes in the fifth century — esiaktical enclosures, ringforts,
cemetery settlements, cemetery enclosures with Imarch and crannogs
(ibid.,59). The model of the ecclesiastical enclosurebékeves, was from
Romano-British practice and the Temple in Jerusaleme practice of sanctuary
or sacred place came from the biblical cities dfige such as Jerusaleibid.,
85).

O’Sullivan and O Carragain (2008) describe the tdrysvallum (Fig. 3.19) in
Innishmurray as massive, curvilinear pear shaped arorth-east/south-west
axis. The dimensions of 52.5m by 40.5m encloser@a afc. 0.14h. Thevallum

is now 3m in height and.4m in width with steps on the inner side and mural
chambers (O’Sullivan and O Carragain 2008, 66).igothat O’Donovan had
recorded a height af. 5m they suggest that the Board of Works had redtlead
height when rebuilding in 1880. They note that Hegtdy (1982) considered
that the construction was in response to Vikingratbns and that Herity (1995,
39) associated the structure with pre-Christiatding tradition.

In Irelan the period of the early medieval monastextended arguably from
pre-patrician Declan and Ibar but certainly fronstBatrick period to a decline
towards the emergence of the™tentury reforms. From which time the
organised parish system and new style cloister sterias emerged.
Contemporaneous literature reflected this developrard decline.

Adomndain had described the monastery and th#um system (Jenkins,
McDonald) in the Irish sphere of influence but aitards there was little interest

until Stokes and Dunraven but even then the intex@s of description rather
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than critical study. The 20 century saw the emergence of modern
archaeological techniques of excavation (both ogoash non-destructive), O.S.
map studies, aerial photography and the concommitaterpretation. The
excavation reports were most helpful althoughvakum system by and large
has not been emphasised. There has been littlecaivation of early medieval
monastic sites specifically. An essential partmf axcavation is the publication
of the results and interpretation of those resitltss study is part of that process
of identification of pertinent reports combined kvigtudy and interpretation of
published material and topographical observation.

In this chapter there is an attempt to all releviéatature on early medieval
monasticism from the early $8century on. The basic understanding was
established during the $%entury and the real work of excavation in théelat
part of the 28 century. Comparatively little attention has beéveg to the
vallum system. Swan’'s work (1983) on identification ofrlgamedieval
monasteries is remarkably. The work of MacDonaltD® and Jenkins (2010)
is of great importance in focussing attention anttiree-foldvallum system that

is traceable in most sites.
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Chapter 4 Methodology

4.1 Research into features of early medieval monastes in

Ireland

Having researched the early Christian developmétiieomonastery and the
vallum system in the eastern world, its arrival in Irelaits development in
Ireland, the relevant publications and publishepores of excavations in
Ireland, attention was turned to the study oftbBumsystem in Ireland with
particular relevance to Co. Sligo. Additionally tbbjective of this research
being to study thevallum system on the ground including the morphology
and the topography of the immediate area. The stuadyintended to be non-
destructive and non-invasive to the site, and ai®m intrusive and
unobtrusive to the landowners to whom the autherdebted.

The study was impelled by a desire to have asrfdrmation as possible on
the vallum systembased of literature research and also topographical
observation The approach adopted was methodical in the searctun
origins, introduction, innovations and practice tfe vallum in early
medieval monastic foundations in Ireland and also tihe practical
applications in the field. The enlightenment (lgdMacDonald (2001) and
Jenkins (2010) as to the frequency of the threg-f@lllum system of the
sanctussanctiorandsanctissimusn the form of curvilinear boundary, many
of which still maintain their original purpose ofb@undary, emerged in the
course of the study.

This study consisting of research and field appfasas simple in the
approach to the study of thallum and of thevallum system of the early
medieval monastic foundations. Hitherto the foctisttention had been on
the features within theallum that is thesanctissimusenclosure whilst the
vallum itself had received cursory attention and paréidyl the vallum
structures of the outer enclosures sdinctus and sanctior have been
overlooked.This study was on th@llum which entailed research into the
origins of Christianity and of Christian monastioisAttention was given in
the literature review to the developing interestaintiquities in 18/19"
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century Europe and particularly in Ireland with ttevelopment of interest in
the archaeology of the early medieval period. Adarstanding of the work
of John O’Donovan, the Ordnance Survey team andséiveral editions of
the 6” and 25" maps was an essential part of thidysin tracing ongoing

changes in the topography.

Swan’s (1983) identification of important featuretthe early medieval
monastic settlement was particularly useful, oftcanng importance and
was relied upon as indications of what characterigatures to anticipate
and recognise on site. This list, already presentad constantly referred to.
The Archaeological Inventory of County Sligo Vol 1:u8o Sligo(Egan et
al., 2005) was a constant guide. The excavationrtepd early medieval
sites elsewhere in Ireland were most helpful. Bhigly involved extensive
reading, tracing sources in books and journals @btant re-assessments
during the study (Plate 4.1). There were also s/isitthe National Archives,

the Trinity College Map library and other librariésequent trips were made
to the sites and field work undertaken (Plate 4.2,and 4.4).

Plate4.1 Cesk top resear: | Plate4.2 Church hil Surveying
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South Sligo SW
inventory page Nat Arch Townland 6" OS corner 0.D Eastings, Latitude Longitude Discovery | Barony Parish
no. SL mm. feet Northings
400 2612 020- 20:12:06 863, 0-100 170460, | 54°12'1.1128" Tirerrill Kilross
171001/3- | Ballydawley 155 328020 -8°27'12.1574" 25
404 2619 032- 32:10:02 327,233 300 - 400 154980) 54°5'38.3691" Leyney Achonry
141001/3 | Carnyara 316310 -8°41'19.7137" 25
405 2623 044- 44:13:12 123,124 300 - 409 162500 53°58'2.2718" Coolavin Kilfree
056001/2 | Carrowntemple 302140 -8°34'19.6858" 32
406 2625 032- 32:16:05 776,42 233 159710, 54°4'27.9847" Corran Cloonaghil
195001/3 | Church Hill 314090 -8°36'58.4196" 25
408 2630 045- 45:13:04 74,41 200 - 300 171420) 53°57'52.3568" Coolavin Killaraght
011001/3 | Cuppanagh 301770 -8°26'10.2842" 32
408 2631 027- 27:15:05 592,8 300 - 40 177310, 54°7'43.9649" Tirerrill Drumcollumb
141001/2 | Drumcolumb 320030 -8°20'52.1418" 25
411 2639 020- 20:07:04 491,305 0-100 166540, 54°12'51.9899" Leyney
109001/10 | Kilboglashy 329620 -8°30'49.0236" 25
412 2640 031- 31:04:06 875,455 200 - 30D 151030) 54°6'47.8939" Leyney Achonry
006001- Kilcummin 318500 -8°44'58.3024" 25
416 2656 032- 32:04:02 823,605 300 - 400 160230) 54° 7'40.2300" Leyney Kilvarnet
034001/3 | Kilvarnet North 320030 -8°36'32.6352" 25
420 2662 046- 46:07:02 560,453 300 - 400 167090] 53°56'27.9893" Coolavin Kilcolman
014001/3 | Monasterredan 299190 -8°30'6.7736" | 32
423 2667 035- 35:09:02 147,262 300 - 400 182340) 54°5'43.3953" Tirerrill Shancough
052001/4 | Shancough(Tirr.B) 316280 -8°16'14.3710" 25

Table 4.1 Details of 11 early medieval ecclesiasBies in south Sligo with fragmentswaiilum
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T i
Plate 4.3 Carrowntemplinscribed sla Plate4.4 Monasterredal souterrair entranc:

4.2  Selection of sites for the present study

Monasticism was the dominant feature of early mealiecclesiastical Ireland
from the sixth century post-Patrician influenceste 147120 century reforms.
The persistant feature of the monastic site waseti@osuringvallum system
which was usually circular or oval in plan. Traggssome of thesevallum
systems are still fossilised in the form of fieldundaries. These traces are

usually fragmentary with the concave side towahessite.

Over 70 ecclesiastical sites have been identifiesouth Co. Sligo (Egaet al.

2005, 394-426). Approximately 32 of these were wmmed to be early
medieval and, of these, 11 had been identifiedaasb fragments of curvilinear
field boundaries. These were the early medievalasba sites chosen for this
study. Some of these sites had substantial padwvaltium system whilst others

had fragments only.

The locations of the selected sites that were chéimestudy were identified on
the Discovery Series maps. The co-ordinates oktlséss were extracted from
Eganet al. (2005) and translated into the form accepted byr@aGPS. Great
reliance was placed on Eganal.(2005) when identifying location, features and
dimensions of the selected sites. Details of tlsées are presented in Table 4.1
and the cartographical locations of the sites hosva in Table 5.1.
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Relevant details of the sites are presented mlaaliorm in one figure and four

tables as follows:

Fig. 5.1 Map Location of 11 early medieval monasties (after Egaat al.,
2005)

Table 4.1 Details of 11 early medieval ecclesiasBdes in south Sligo with

vallumfragments

Table 6.1 Topographical features of eardimval monastic enclosures in Sligo
(after Swan 1983)

Table 6.2 Some additional features observed tambe®n to Co. Sligo early

medieval monastic enclosures

Table 6.3 Check list of characteristic featuresarty medieval ecclesiastical

sites in south Sligo and other counties

Table 6.4 Features of some early medieval monagéis outside Sligo

For the purposes of this study each site was digitea regular basis during the
years 2010, 2011 and 2012. Local enquiries eliaitéamation on the identity
of the land owners who were then contacted andedisiThe writer sought and
received permission to visit the sites for the pggs of survey and photography
only. This first meeting with the landowners wasportant in establishing a
relationship of trust. Permission was always regadjranted and usually
accompanied by requests to give prior notice ofvisé and reminders of the
need for care about gates, hay and farm animalsteTivas also an assurance
requested and given that no excavations or intnéer with the sites would take
place. Some information on folklore was garnere@rottme on these and
subsequent visits. Some sites were visited fredyiaoich as those with easy

access from the roads. Other sites were approachbab} through private areas
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of property and considerations of privacy entaper notice and limitations of

the number of visits.

Visits to the sites revealed that some of the festie.g. founder’'s tomb and
pillar stone, did not occur in any of the sitesnigestudied. Table 6.1 identified
those features in the Co. Sligo sites that occuoredswan’s list. Some other
features also appeared in these sites which wearem8wan’s list and these are

shown in Table 6.2.

4.3 Cartographic research and O.S. maps

Work on the Ordnance Survey (O.S.) maps commendtdudtie first edition of
the 6” maps of Co. Sligo in 1837 and later editiarese to ensue in 1887/8 and
1913/4 and the 25" map of the same time. The Leted Name Book of John
O’Donovan and his team compiled prior to the puilan of the first edition
map made most important observations on the parfdte early 18 century.
This material played an important role in this stud tracing changes that
subsequently occurred in the later editions of@h®.S. maps. The features of
particular importance to this study of theallum were curvilinear field
boundaries, whether extant or abandoned, and atb@uments of mounds or
ridges in the open fields in the vicinity of the nastic foundation. When the
sites and their location on 6” sheet O.S. maps vdgatified, arrangements
were made to visit the Map Library in Trinity Cajle, Dublin. At the library,
true to scale excerpts on A3 size paper were dadfafrom the original 6” and
25" O0.S. monochrome sheets of the county. Thesash&®ts were the basis of
subsequent map work in identifying curvilinear dielystems arcing around the
early medieval monastic settlements as well asigoimy dimensions in Egaet
al. (2005). Because the map excerpts did not includdescto show relative
distances e.g. 6” to the mile, 25” to the mile epResentative Fraction, these
scales were prepared by hand and included on eapldapiction in this study.
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Subsequently conjectural reconstructions of thegimai monasteries were
plotted on the depictions of the arced fragmenttheffield systems shown on
the maps and features that were visible on thengtolihese A3 excerpts of the
three editions of the 6” O.S. 1837, 1887/8 and 1413nd 25" O.S.
(1912/3/4;1952) were constantly studied and contparigh each other on the
desk, and in the field, thus providing a longitwdistudy and an opportunity to
understand the changes over the century. Beingaie shese A3 excerpts were
most useful in checking dimensions and areas péatiy at the last stage of
plotting the conjectural layout of the early mediemonastic site. See examples
of these excerpts of Kilcummin in Fig. 4.1, 4.23,44.4. Arrangements were
made to visit The National Monuments Services Arekiin Dublin. Excellent
aerial photographs were available for some of ites ind copies of these were
forwarded later (Plates 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 and 4.10)prApriate information was
extracted from the relevant site documentation thas made available for
study. GOOGLE Earth was searched for aerial phajgty some of which were
very good but others were very poor (Plates 4.546)

B

Plate 45 Carnyare GOOGLE Earth201( Plate 46 Kilboglashy GOOGLE Earth 201
poor image good image

Libraries
The public library in Sligo was visited to studyetl®’Donovan Letters which
had been issued in typscript by Fr. Michael O’'Fgganrain the 1920s. Relevant

extracts relating to the selected sites were ebddacThe O.S. Name Book,

111



Chapter 4 Methodology

which was available on micro-film, was also consdiland notes taken of the
references.

4.4  Preparation of catalogue and field survey

The writer prepared a catalogue of the 11 earlyievadl monastic sites whilst

the above activities of research were going on.

Flg 41 Kllcummln 6" O S. ma| 1837
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e Ly e ™ &
Plate 47 Drumcolumb National Monumen | Plate 48 Kilcummin National Monument
archives archives
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Plate 4 Chuch Hill National Monument | Plate 410 Monaterredan Nation
archives Monuments archives
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Fig. 4.2 Kilcummin 6" O.S. ma|188¢
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In this manner relevant and observable informatias constantly being added
to. It was intended that the catalogue should @elconfirmation of the
important information that had already been acguiet also to provide up-to-
date observations of the current situation andresegove for future reference a
comprehensive accurate report on the site condifibis was regarded as a most
important part of the study as it represents arurate record of the current

situation of the site.
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Fig 4.3 Kilcummin 6” O.S. ma|191¢ \
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Fig 44 Kilcummin 25" 0.S.ma 191%

Each catalogue entry included a topographical sureepies of the three 6”
O.S. maps and the 25" O.S. maps. These maps waweae in scale and size to
facilitate report writing but included a scale reggnting 6” or 25” to the mile as
appropriate and expressed in metres. The conjéceeanstructions of each of

the early medieval monastic site was prepared hoairs in chapter 5.

Field survey
The first part in the survey of each site was agwaphical study of the principal
features of the surrounding landscape as it isytoflais was an essential part of
the catalogue and also led to the identificationtlod important features
especially thevallum system. The topographical study was aimed at aoirfy
the dimensions already noted in Egdral.(2005) as well as identifying features
not noted. The study of the O.S. maps followed rideo to determine what
features should be surveyed. A check list was finepared of the features noted
for evaluation. In previous reports none of thesibhad the three-foldallum
system okanctus, sancticandsanctissimugdentified or commented on.
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Materials used on the site were clipboards withieppf : Swan’s check list of
features of interest, copies of the relevant pagésganet al.(2005) O.S map
excerpts to scale of the site, the prepared caialogcales, pencils and note
books. These measurements were simple, linear hadetuipment used
comprised of measuring tapes and ranging polese®®?2 - 4.4). On the site
the features in turn were identified, photographed dimensions verified or
entered as new. The map excerpts being to scate mest useful and constantly

consulted especially on the site.

4.5 Conjectural ground plans of Sligo early mediead
monasteries

An objective of the study was to prepare a conj@ttplan of thevallum
systems of the original monastic settlement of esieh Research had indicated
an expectation of a space enclosed by at leastcandlinear circular or
subcircularvallum The study of the O.S. maps showed arcs of fielahdaries,
which when linked together, would enclose such epatopographical surveys
of the sites corresponded to the expectations awdaied more than one
enclosure of theallum system, in several sites, which had not previobsign

noted.

This linking of fragments in map work was plotte#@ehand and the results
shown in a red line (solid or dotted) on the troales excerpt of the original O.S.
map as shown in the catalogue of sites. The canggctayout of each site is

discussed and presented in Chapter 6.

When calculating the area of the conjectural eamlydieval enclosure the
greatest and least dimension at right angles tb etiwer were measured on the
map and the mean determined. Using the indicatel® ¢ the map 25” scale,
this figure was then used to calculate the conjattarea as if the space were

circular in shape.
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The dimensions of relevant features that appeardfiganet al. (2005) were

confrmed on the site with the check list and alsp measurement and
calculation on the maps both on site and later. Z3femaps indicate the area in
acres of each of the field enclosures and thisalss used as an aid to confirm
calculations. These details and calculations watered in the check list table in

Table 6.3 where areas are expressed in hectares (h)

Concluding comments

The study entailed identification of early mediewadnastic sites of interest in
Sligo and preparation of tables of relevant infaliora and cartographical

location of the sites but also the characterig@tires to be identified (Swan
1983); (Egan et al.2005). The landowners were aubred and permission
received. The sites were visited repeatedly. ThenQ.S. maps were prepared,
the letters and field notes of the O.S. surveyeesewstudied and aerial

photographs were researched. The several sourgesbamnced as to uniform

presentation of information. The catalogue entise®ach site coresponded with
each other with regard to the type of informatidhe catalogue of each site was
prepared and each site was studied to identifyv8tiem system and to prepare

for conjectural reproduction of the original mo reagt

117



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

5.1 Introduction

Before work could begin an accurate descriptioraufh site had to be prepared
based on the current topography of the site as allmaps, photographs
(terrestrial and aerial), literary and local folré references. This catalogue
describes all aspects or phenomena of the sitehwdrie considered to be of
importance and entailed many visits and convensatiwith landowners and

local residents. The presentation of each site len datalogues had to be
uniformin approach and content. Each catalogueides location, description,

historical references, exerpts from O.S. maps, @t¥an letters and field notes

and conjectural reconstruction of the original.site

5.2 Selected sites and details for catalogue

The 11 sites selected for study were:

Ballydawley, Carnyara, Carrowntemple, Church Hilippanagh, Drumcolumb,
Kilboglashy, Kilcummin, Kilvarnet North, Monastedan, Shancough

The locations of these sites are shown above ifeTak and below in map Fig.
5.1. This chapter presents a description of eatheoi1 sites.

5.3 Abbreviations used in catalogue

Numbered and alphabetically presented, the 11 sftésis study haveeparate
entries in this catalogue to include: names of Tlamah, Parish and Barony,
National Grid References (in two forms), RMP (foripeSMR) number,
Classification of site, OD, topographical descaptiof the site, particular
description of the site, excerpts from O.S. Lettansl O.S. Name Book, the

several O.S. maps of the site that were studiechandl views where available.
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The hand drawn scales on the O.S. maps presented dre in metres.

Abbreviations used in text are indicated as follows

ACAP Air Corps Aerial Photographs

ASIAP Archaeological Survey of Ireland Aerial Rbgraphs
By. Barony

C. circa

cm centimetre

C circumference

CUCAP Cambridge University Collection of Air Phgtaphs
D depth

diam diameter

dim dimension

ED Electoral Division

ext external

fig figure

ft feet

GSIAP Geological Survey of Ireland Aerial Photaan

H height/high

h hectares

IASAP Irish Air Surveys Aerial Photograph

ibid. ibidem

int. internal

km kilometre

L length

m metre

max. maximum

NMI National Museum of Ireland

NPL not precisely located

oD Ordnance Datum (Feet above sea level (Bgah 2005, xiii))
OoPW Office of Public Works

O.S. Ordnance Survey of Ireland

119



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

OSAP Ordnance Survey Aerial Photograph
O.S. Letters  Ordnance Survey Letters
O.S. Name Ordnance Survey Name Book

pers. comm personal communication

P.L.U. Poor Law Union

RMP Record of Monuments and Places
T thickness

Td townland

w width

O.S. Map entries are presented in italics
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5.4 Key to location of sites on map
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Adapted from Key to Location Maps (Egehal)

early medies#és in the study:

Ballydawley Carnyara Carrowntemple
Church Hill Cuppanagh Drumcolumb
Kilcummin Kilboglashy Kilvarnet North

Monasterredan  Shancough

Fig.5.1 Map Location of 1learly medievi monastic sites(after Egaret al, 2005)
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5.5 Ballydawley

Townland Ballydawley Parish Kilross Barony: Tirerrill
National Grid Reference: 54°12'1.1128"; -8° 22!1574”; (170460; 328020)
RMP No.: SL020-171003
RMP classification: Ecclesiastical Enclosure
OD: 0-30m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851
792-1-1° Sligo IV 238

The site depicted as ‘Early Christian Site’ is fduon the east side of R284 south
of Sligo just short of Ballygawly cross roads. Tapproach is through the
farmyard, then in a north-easterly direction andaugentle incline for some
hundred metres. To the north-east in the distaheetree clad twin peaks of
Slieve Dargan and Slieve Daeane dominate the lapdsd®allydawley Lough,
to the north-west, is not visible because of tretach stretch from north to
west. The site overlooks farm houses, roads, tivepwak of Cloonmacduf, the
meandering river and Collooney to the south-waedtsdopes downwards on the

north, east and south sides.

The site, which is of pasture of good land and cfoatherly aspect, covers
several fields which have been receiving improvattention by the use of

fertilisers and the removal of large stones tofild boundaries.

The maps and aerial photograph (Fig. 6.1, Platg €18gest azallum system.
The eastern elemerggnctus vallumjs indicated by a large arc of drystone field
boundaries. This arc encompasses from a distaneeintier enclosure of
sanctior/sanctissimugrom the north through the east to the south-e&lse
sanctior/sanctissimuarea is divided in the north-west quadrant by whatow

a drystone farm boundary wall (north-east to soutist) and the area north-west
of the wall is higher than elsewhere (Egeinal, 2005, 401). Thesanctior
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/sanctissimusenclosure is roughly ovat.(l50m north-west¢.120m east-east)
and is defined by a drystonallum which varies in thickness from north-east
(0.7mW; 0.8m int.H; 1.6m ext.H) to south-east (IVN0.3m int.H; 1.9m ext.
H) (ibid., 400). This area is labelled ‘Killeran GraveYafi&Eganet al 2005,
401).

A feature of the site is that the drystone wallgh® enclosures have a basal
course of larger stones surmounted by progresssmlgller ones. The present
entrance is in the north-east quadrant (2.4mW).sHEmetior/sanctissimusireas
originally abutted each other and were separatedhbystill extant curving
drystonevallum from north to south leaving theanctissimugo the east. The
eastern part of theanctissimusallum has been removed. The former position is
indicated by a curving ridge of steep slope abobimH. This is also indicated
on the later O.S. maps and by soil marks in themlgghotograph (Plate 6.3). The
southern section of theanctioris higher than the neighbouring field to the south
and thevallumis revetted by large stones arranged in a curvéh@muter south
side. This curve continues into the next field be thorth-east where it is
manifested by the above mentioned ridge which nadicates the former
position of the sanctissimus vallumThis curve enclosed the children’s
graveyard and completed thenclosure of conjoinedsanctior/sanctissimus

which once had two internal linear north-south svall

An abutment to the north-east, called the ‘casli®lgn raised ground and has a
substantial curvilinear wall and oval shape (Egaral, 2005, 401). The other
enclosures are smaller satellite attachments abuttehe west of the former
sanctissimu®nclosure. The eastern enclosure is a little migtg. 55m) to the
south of the ‘cashel’ and also projects into therier sanctissimusThis is said
to be a children’s graveyard (Pat O’Brien — locstdrian - pers. comn). The
curved stone wall on the west has larger basakst@rilém C.; 2.3m W; 0.4m
int.H; 1.3m ext.H) and a roughly oval enclosed afedlm east-west; c.8m
north-south (Egaet al 2005, 400). The boundary of this enclosure toe#s-
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north-east and south-east is of levelled bank whglwthorn bushes on a
collapsed wall in broken arcs. This enclosure hstoae calledCloghaneaspaig
(The Bishop’s Stone) and also a smaller flat stwitt five small hollows
arranged in a curve which is thought to be a cahdlder (Pat O’'Brien — local
historian -pers. comn). The ground here is covered by what appear tgrévee
markers of small upright flat stone slafidoghaneaspaigvithin the enclosure is
indicated on the 6” O.S. map 1838 as a small regcian enclosureg(12m
north-south;c.10m east-west). In the field immediately to theutBoof the
revettedsanctior referred to and close to its southern boundamteths a flat
topped boulder said to be a Mass Rock and a fewesisbuth is the site of a
well which dried up some years ago when a stornoated a nearby tree (Pat
O’Brien — local historian pers. comn). There are now no traces of the old
church on a low ridge in the graveyard in the sa#ht quadrant of the
enclosure which had been noted in 1836 and descrisean old ruin near
Kilross called Killeran graveyard (Egaat al 2005, 400). O’'Rorke wrote of a
place called Killelin near Ballygawley containing caurch which preceded
Kilross (bid., 400) and ‘Killeran GraveYard (Disused)’ whickdiin the south-

east quadrant of the inner enclosure.

O.S. Letters ‘Old church in ruins’. Archdall, Kilross five mitesouth of Sligo in
Tirerrill, Clarus Mcmoylin; O’Maillchonery-Archdean (died 1251) founded
the church of the Holy Trinityn 1233; Premonstratension Abbey of Lough Ree.
In Ballygawly isTober Domhnaignear Killeran graveyard (O’'Conor 1836).

0.S. Name BookBaile ‘n Délaigh This was a burial ground formerly. At the
northern end of the parish, Ballydalby, BallygawBallygally, Ballygaully
(O’Conor 1836).

The cartographical material consulted included 65.0maps of 1837, 1887,

1913 and the 25" maps (sheets 20-16 and 20-12912.1The lough is named

Ballydawley Lough in the 6” O.S. maps of 1837 ar@B7 and Ballygawley

Lough in the later edition. Also studied were theztinent section of the RMP
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map and aerial views in GOOGLE Earth. All of the pmiashowKilleran
GraveYardandToberdonney

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.2) depigidleran GraveYardas a rectangle with

long axis in north-south alignment af@berdoneyas a polygon with seven
uneven sides and a path-way in a north-south dweabutside the eastern
boundary. These two elements are separate anditbét @ larger empty space
with no evidence of enclosures or of fragmentsrafi@sures. The lands north-
east and west of Ballydawley Lough are shown totree-covered. (Field

boundaries were not included in the first editidnG3 O.S. maps (Anon. 1991,
23).

The 6” O.S. map 1887 (Fig. 5.3) additionally shofredd boundaries around
these two features. These boundaries include thieioedsanctior/sanctissimus
enclosure with the abutting graveyard and Theerdoneypolygonal enclosure.
The arc of thesanctusvallumis now shown and the area between is divided into
five fields. A small drystone enclosure on the hagt also shown although not
labelled. Ballydawley Lake is now surrounded byesr@and trees have appeared

north-east of the site.

The 6” O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.4) shows the conpbisanctissimus/sanctior
enclosure as it had been in the other two mapsspaee is still subdivided. The
graveyard is now oval and labelle@loghaneaspaig the label Killeran
GraveYard (Disused)ow appears south-west and outsidestdnectissimusThe
space of the small enclosure on the north is nawshto have curving north
boundary. The wooded areas have expanded andritie t@ the north and east
of the site are depicted as wet land.

The 25" O.S. map 1912 (Fig. 5.5) indicatésleran GraveYard (Disused)
inside thesanctissimusind immediately to the west of the graveyard ielled
Cloghaneaspaig.A new feature is shown of a rectangular shape & th

sanctissimus abutting the eastside of the wall dividing the oamgd
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sanctissimus/sanctioOpposite that feature there is a break in th@ature of
the west boundary in the form of an exterior wedtepped out from the
sanctior. In this study that feature is referred to asmameae. This is not referred
to in Egaretal. (2005)

Extract from RMP map (Fig. 5.6), which is of verpgr quality, depicts the

restricted area around Ballydawley.

/

i A
' o Gedle
Fig. 5.2 Ballydawley 6” O.S. mag183i
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Filleran
Chrabe PWard
( Disused)

1-394

Fig. 5.5 Ballydawley 25" O.S. map 191

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monasteBallydawley are:

e the almost completganctior/sanctissimus vallugystenthat is roughly
oval in shape. The eastern part of Hanctissimus vallunhas been
removed

e possible completion of an arc to form a conjecturalomplete
sanctissimus;the continuing curve of the scarp extending frora th
southern curved revetted boundary of $heactissimus /sanctianto the

former sanctissimusand extending north towards the present entrance,
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thus enclosing the children’s graveyard in the farsanctissimusand
including another north-south dividing wall of timmer enclosure

e the possibility that this arc (now removed) wasetead like the
southern arc

e the satellite enclosure on the north called thest@ has an almost
circular outer wall 0£30m D

e the small rectangular structure on the west digdaall into the inner
enclosure and the wedge shaped extrusion (annexkg iconjecturally
completed western wall of the outer enclosure oppos

¢ the satellite enclosure thought to be a childregnaveyard which is a
small rectangular enclosure with a curved west wihin the former
sanctissimus

e The oval shape of the inner enclosure and correipgrshape of outer
enclosure

e the semi-circular curve of theanctuswhich extends by about 65m
outside the inner enclosure

e the possibilty of parallels with other early medié monasteries
particularly Reask, Co. Kerry, merits investigation

e the dividing wall on the higher ground to the wesiggests a

corresponding sector not paralled in any otherntegcsites

Visits to site: Spring, Summer and Autumn 2010,ii@prSummer 2011
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Fig. 5.6 Ballydawley extrac from RMP map 199
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5.6 Carnyara

Townland Carnyara Parish: Achonry Barony. Leyney
National Grid Reference: 54° 5' 38.3691", -8°44.71.37". (154980, 316310)
RMP No: SL032-141001/3
RMP classification Ecclesiastical Enclosure
OD: 91-122m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851
600*-1"-2° Sligo IV 238

Carnyara is found on the N17 west of Connaughtoferative store at
Achonry. The site is not visible from the road amlsdaccessed through a
farmyard with a narrow gate which is located justrs of the second turning to
the north after passing the Co-operative store.slteeis on pasture surrounded
by pastureland of good quality. To the south thenel@f Muckelty Hill, partly
deforested, dominates the landscape. The flat togpecknashee Commons, to

the north-east, and Sliabh Gamph, to the northnanth-west, are dominant.

There is a slight slope of a few hundred metresexh the oval enclosure
(105m north-east to south-west; 97m north-wesbtdlseast) (Egaat al 2005,
404). Within the enclosure lies a rectangular sodeced base of a wall (int.
12.3m east-west; 5.2m north-south; 1.5m-1.7mW; @&xH) and the size,
orientation and location suggest the remains ahallschurch ipid., 409). The
remains are enclosed by a trapezoidal area (35a5tveest; 25m north-south at
east end; 20m north-south at west end) defined bgrass-covered wall
foundations and thought to be the remains of aayad. The west and south
ends are partially curvilinear. Further to the wéstre is a field mound of semi-
circular shape which suggests a curvilinear enceosuhich is divided by a
north-south linear field boundary. gouterrain(‘cave’) lay inside the south-west
boundary of thesanctissimusand the ‘cave’ has been filled in and a possible

church with a graveyard. Field boundaries are nemaved.
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O.S. Letters T. O'Conor was in the district but did not commenttbe site.
0O.S. Name Book There is no entry.

The cartographical materials consulted includesth®.S. maps of 1837, 1888,
1914 and the 25” O.S. map 1913. Also studied wagpdértinent section of the
RMP map. GOOGLE Earth view was not satisfactory.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.7) does not depict dibe although the field
boundary is shown.

The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.8) shows the boundérmpe enclosure with its
dividing wall andCavebut not the church or graveyard. The surroundieg s

now shown to be much subdivided with, for the npest, linear boundaries.

The 6" O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.9) depicts the inereclosure with rectangular
footprint of the church and surrounding space hutlabels. The wordCave

appears where it had in the 1888 map.
The 25” O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.10) is an enlargeroéré” map 1914.

The aerial map of GOOGLE Earth is of poor qualiyg aloes not identify any
features and the National Monuments Service Archixerial photograph does

not relate to the site.

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monasteGarnyara are:-
e there is a section of curvilinear bank and insidehdwider than the
rectangular enclosure and c.20m distant
o the sparsity of clearly identifiable remains abgveund

¢ the townland boundary is the main road on the south

At Carnyara the field walls of the inner enclosufssnctiorandsanctissimus
are incomplete and there is no evidence sdrgctus vallumField fences that did

coincide with thevallumsystemhave been removed leaving several low banks.
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The banks are sod-covered and the occasionaldauypeled stones protrude
where the sod has eroded. Only one of these bamksvilinear, fragmented

and almost a semi-circt20.5mH,c.65mD and not quite enclosing the west end
(Plates 5.1, 5.2). The other banks @im. in height form two enclosed
rectangles with rounded corners. The remaining mmEmi is a roughly
rectangular enclosure20m east-west bg.15m north-south consisting of a
discontinuous bank.0.5m in both height and width and composed of gaask
mMoss over an occasional exposed large stone. Ihisatearea there is a bank
which is roughly rectangular of similar dimensiohat fragmented. To the west
c.2m distant, there is a similar bank lying northtboand beyond that the
fragmented semi-circular bank referred to. It vdoabpear that the semicircular
arc is the only early medieval monastic remnang fidctangular structures have
the appearance of medieval structures andstheerrainis not visible having
been filled in. The removal of the field fences ahd infilling of thesouterrain
has occurred since the last O.S. map. The depiotiathe RMP extract which is

shown in Fig. 5.11 does not show removal of fences.

Visits to site:- Summer, Autumn 2010; Spring, SumnAaitumn 2011.
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Fig. 511 Carnyare Extract fron RMP map 199 |
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Plate5.1 Crnyara view from nortt-wes
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Plate5.2 Carnyar: rectangular enclosuview from sout-eas
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5.7 Carrowntemple

Townland: Carrowntemple Parish: Kilfree Barony Coolavin
National Grid Reference: 53°58'2.2718"; -8°34858", (162500, 302140)
RMP no.: SL 044-056001

RMP classification: Ecclesiastical Sites

OD: 90-120m

Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barasfi¢eland
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851

767F-2-10° Boyle 14

The graveyard, which is close to the boundarieSmfMayo to the west and Co.
Roscommon to the south, lies on the southern sibpe esker ridge which was,
in the past, the customary approach to the sitéufoerals from Gorteen (Frank
Duffy - land owner pers. comn). The site lies at the south-western corner of
Co. Sligo and is approached from the village of t€em taking the R293 for
about 3 km and turning west at the ‘finger posinsfor a graveyard for about
2km. The site is on the roadside. Pasture surrotirel®nclosure on all sides.
Bogland lies beyond the road and field to the seultbre until recently turf was
cut (John McGuin-land owner pers.comn). Beyond that there is modern
forestry and in the distance the wind turbines of Roscommon are visible. On
the east of the site, on the adjacent field, aastrenaving origins in the bog on
the south, flows to the north forming a boundaryhwthe townland of Doon.
Another stream, some fields to the west, also flram this bog to the north.

Both streams join the Owenmore river.

Thesanctior enclosure has been extended on a number of oosasidorm the

present graveyard. The northern boundary of thegnmteenclosure is a partially
collapsed stone wall with trees and shrubs. Treeemodern concrete extension
to the east. The southern boundary along the raadie is a stone wall with a
similar concrete modern extension towards the &dmss. road is not depicted on

the 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.12). The western bamnof the graveyard, like
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part of the northern side, is a stone wall withesreand shrubs; the eastern

boundary is part of the modern concrete wall extens

The complex at present consists of four elemets: medieval church ruins
which lie in the north-west within the old graveggsanctissimus the modern
extensions to the graveyard to the south and east;the remnants of the
sanctissimudank vallum outside the graveyard to the west and north, bad t
semi-circularsanctior drystonevallum to the south. The church ruins are of
uncoursed limestone with lime mortar and considéoelde of medieval parish
origins (Egaret al 2005, 405). The ruins, with encroaching gravesoa raised
ground revetted by recent stone faced scarp onsolgh and east. Twelve
replicas of thirteen inscribed early medieval slaldéch had been uncovered
during grave preparations are attached to the daathg scarp overlooking the
modern graves. In addition to the incised-slabsasthb rough-out, there were
also fragments of a quernstone (dianm@.35m), metal slag and a hammerstone
found in the graveyardiid., 405).

Outside the present west boundary and parall¢laceitwo substantial banks of
earth-covered with shrubs both of which now foreldi boundaries. One of
these banks extends in a northerly direction andethe north western corner
of the graveyard, thus forming an ac80m; south-north). The other bank of
similar dimensions also forms part of the field bdary on the other side of the
same field. This has a bend and spur into the @idpifield north of the

enclosure. These banks are constructed of eartstand (3—6.6mW; max. 2.5m
H) and are probably what remains of the eccles@lsénclosureilpid., 405/6)

and appear to be joined forming a curve in the 63.0nap 1888 (Fig. 5.13).
Aerial photographs (Plate 5.3) show that these seg@ments were linked by a

similar structure and forming a curve of genctissimus vallum

An outer enclosurec(380mD) is indicated by the field boundaries sostyth-

west and north of the graveyard. Two adjaceatiterrairs lie within the
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enclosure ¢.20m) to the north-west of the graveyard and yetfzar souterrain
(c.150m) lies to the west outside the enclosuled(406). Both are now

obscured.

O.S. Letters: ‘In the townland of Carrowntempler{giaof Kilfree) are the walls
of an old abbey and an old burial place. This distalnent, called in Irish,
Mainistir Cheathreamh’n Teampaillis said to have been founded by two

brothers whose names are not remembered’ (O’K4836).

O.S. Name Book: There is an en@gathramh‘n Teampuillchurch quarter) and
reference to ‘the ruins of an old church or abbigkgwise a graveyard and cave

or rather covered passage; nothing remarkaltdel §.

The cartographical material consulted included 65.Gmaps 1837, 1888, and
1914 with 25" O.S. map 1913. Also consulted we plrtinent section of the
RMP map and the aerial views in GOOGLE Earth an&wéan (1998). All of
the O.S. maps depict curved field boundaries wlappear to suggest outer
enclosures. In addition to the boundaries of shactissimus vallunalready
referred to, a narrow road bordered by walls ardingnin a farm facility, lies to
the south. Another arc-shaped boundary, which iigwous, lies to the south
east, also across the road, and coincides with @emofarm hedge and river
which are part of the townland boundary. It appe¢has this was theanctior
vallum At a distance to the north beyond the esker athem boundary curve

which does not appear to be directly related tosttee

The 6” O.S. map 1837 ( Fig. 5.12) shows a villtagéhe west of the site some
few scattered fragments still exist. The monumendepicted as a four-sided
closed rectilinear space and the rectangular fodtpf the church within. There
is an adjoining unenclosed rectangular space etthides to the east. The word
Abbey,with undecipherable signs, is depicted to the wédhe enclosure and
the wordsGraveYardon the adjoining unenclosed space to the east. fiedv

boundaries are depicted around the site and no isbadlown. The cluster of
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houses, with corn kiln, to the west of the enclesappears to have been
approached from the north-west with a section aiar@und the abbey towards

another corn-mill to the south-east.

The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.13) depicts the abd@younded by enclosed
fields with linear boundaries. ThbbeyandGraveYardare now depicted as one
space and approached by an entrance from the revweat road on the south
of the monument. The village to the west is now moeduced and the road

appears to have cut through what was village space.

The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.14) is similar to tbh1888 except that the height
400 ft is depicted. The word#Abbey (in Ruins)appear to the east of the
enclosure and the wor@aveappears to the north-west of the enclosure and the
words GraveYard’to the south-west of the enclosure. The B.M. 395.9

indicated on the western pier of the entrance egtssage to the graveyard.

The 25” O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.15) depicts thegais L-shaped with a short

east wall and longer south wall and is placed edigtin the enclosure.

The extract from RMP 1995 map (Fig. 5.16) appearbd based on the 1914
map except that the wodavehas been replaced by the w@duterrain The

modern extension to the graveyard does not appeanryi of the O.S. maps.
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Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monumanhtSarrowntemple are:-

e the two arc-shapedalli of earth and stone covered with shrubs. One of
thesevalli extends in a northerly direction outside of thegant west
wall of the enclosure and the other shoviEtumon the other side of the
field ends in a slight bend and spur into the auljg field north of the
enclosure. From the 6” O.S. map 1888 and the aphatographs it is
clear that these had been continuous and paresttictissimus vallum

e a semicircle of a narrow road with drystone walfscolm in height
provides access to farm yard and nondescript fanitdibgs. This arc
forming a boundary of both field and townland sglynsuggests that it
was thesanctiorvallum

e the narrow road of sanctior vallum is not showr6d1®©.S. map 1837

e the 12 replicas of the 13 inscribed grave slabsasfy medieval period

and the design on some suggest pre-Christian origin
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e comparison of Fig. 5.14 RMP map extract and PlaBeshows where

removal of fences aneallum portion has taken place

Visits to the site: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 20@4,@ 2011

}‘

.
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Fig. 5.5 Carrowntemple 25” O.S.may 1913
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5.8 Church Hill

Townland Church Hill Parish: Cloonaghill Barony: Corran
National Grid references: 54°4'27.9847", -8°36&1486"; (159710, 314090)
RMP No.:SL032 — 195001
RMP classification: Ecclesiastical sit€¥hurch, Graveyard, Ecclesiastical
enclosure

OD: 71m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barasfiéeland:

Area Poor L. Union Census 1851

214-3-39 Tobercurry IV 225

The church ruins of the site are clearly visiblenfrthe narrow secondary road
between Bunnanaden and Achonry. The approach tsitéhés on a right angled
bend on the road near a bridge and through andeutsimyard. There is a three
storey cut stone building which is now a farm ouwtd® and apparently built of
stones from the church (Egahal. 2005, 406). A not demanding slope of about
200m leads to the platform on which the ruins st&ndm the north-east around
through the east and south-east the land is rigsaggjure and well drained. In
other directions the land is low lying and bog.rRrthe south-west to the north-
west the ground is low lying and wet and is now @dern forest. From that
forest a strong stream emerges and having passdel time bridge near the
farmyard, meanders through the low lying land ®rbrth and disappears to the
north-east to join Cloonacleigha Lough hidden freiew behind high rising
land east of the site. The site is on a bog-isimd., 406). Muckelty Hill is
visible to the west and Knocknashee Commons tmoineh and the more distant
Sliabh Gamph with its ridge is high on the horizorthe north and north-east.
Nearer over the river the bog yields to farm lahathe north lies a long valley

with distant mountains visible.

On the pear-shaped platform, the fragmentary chuuats (int.19m east-west;

6.7m north-south) comprise the lower parts of tlestern wall with some short
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segments of south and north walls. The walls armoghly coursed stone and
lime mortar (Egaret al. 2005, 406). Some the quoin stones and other dfesse
stones have been removed at the lowest levels. afclsedid not reveal the
benchmark depicted on the O.S. 25" map. The aumpiscina and the
limestone arch stone referred to in thehaeological Inventory of County Sligo
are not now in evidence. THaullaun stone situated 8m south-west of the
gable corner referred to is prominent but saterrainin the adjoining field is

now obscured.

The outline of what was the north wall of the chiurains is discernible but is
now covered with grass and moss. The interior spganew covered with fallen
masonry also covered by grass, weeds and mossuifiseare situated on a pear
shaped earthen platform (55m east-west; 23m nothy with a scarp
1.35m H) and distantc(15m) from the west gable. Then a slight curve runs
along side the ruins on the north and south sifies scarp with decreasing
height merges with the earthen bank which sligbtigves around the east end of
the ruins. This curved easterallum has hawthorn bushes along its length with
occasional breaks and a dry ditch on its inner. Sitie dry ditch had been on the
eastern side of the bank which runs up the slope the north, changes to the
western side of the bank on the edge of the enaoad continues on to meet a
stone faced structure running parallel to the sdatle of the ruins and outside
the scarp, and meets another bank at right anglesvtihe west end of the ruins.
This other bank, which is parallel to the west efhthe ruins, has a wet ditch on
its upper side. There are no visible remains ofgreveyard. The linear stone
faced bank and ditch on the south side cuts thr@ughrve of the south-east
pear-shaped enclosure and is clearly visible on a&eal map though not
discernable on the ground.

Local folklore includes references to links with bemry and St. Finian,

Capuchin monks, a font of water for cures, undergdocaves lined with cut
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stone, a pattern on June™dhd cutstone artefacts in the John Benson coliectio
in the National Museum (Gormley family - neighboupers. comn).

O.S. Letters: ‘There is a good portion of an oltuh with a burial ground in
the townland of Church Hill which is also callecb@Ghohill’ (O’Keeffe 1836,
423).

0O.S. Name Book: Cloonohill Cloon-g-hill is situated in the barony of Corran
in the county of Sligo two miles west of Ballymoteawn of the Yew Wood —
Clun Eocrill Church, Church HillCnoc an teampil bawn of the Yew-wood,

in the north of the parish of Cloonahill property Richard Phibbs leased to
Thomas Kine on 61 year lease. Ruins of an old ¢hand burial grounds stand
in the townlandClean Direaghriver bounds the land and there is also a bog.
The remains are Romanesque on an earlier enclaadrthere is a bullaun stone

8m to the south-west of the south-west corner etinlding’ (bid., 227).

The cartographical material consulted included 65.(1837, 1887, 1913 maps
and 25” 1913 map. Also studied were the relevadtise of the RMP map and
aerial view from National Monument Service Archiv8$ie GOOGLE Earth

depiction was not satisfactory.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.17) depicts @leurch as a rectangle on high
ground. A meandering river emerges from the sowthtvand encircles the hill
on which the church ruins stand. There are veryreads depicted on the map.
There is a depiction of low lying land surrounditng site which lies within a
curvilinear space which suggests an enclosure wkiclivided by an unevenly
linear fence from north to south. There is no degicof the building which now

exists at the foot of the height, near the bridge.

The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.18) depicts more raadbe area and also more
field boundaries. The approach to the site is shasva farm track from the west
and extending as far as the old building which rappears without label to the

north-west of the church. THehurchis again depicted as a rectangle and the
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peak of the height of 268ft (82m) to the east. Thevilinear space is now
subdivided into fields with linear fences. Thereais expansion of good land

particularly towards the river.

Fig. 5.17 Church Hill 6” O.S.mép 183

The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.19) map depicts thektnow continuing past the
old building and turning south past the foot of swarp and the west end of the
church. This track then divides in two with onertmfa going east of the church
enclosure. The other branch continues to link uth whe road system to the
south. More of the field system is now depictethvthe scarp of the platform
delimited and the labels @hurch (in Ruins), GraveY@nd B.M. 323.0to the

southern end of the west wall. There is an expansigood land to the south.

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.20) map depicts thkling near the bridge, the
rectangular church, the bench mark on the southcodnithe west gable, the
western and southern parts of the scarp as haclamedhe other limits of the

platform as a simple curved line suggesting a fiieldndary.
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Plate 5.« Church Hill sanctissimu scarpom nortr-wes’

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monumanthurch Hill are:-

e the pear shaped platform on which the ruins stardvariation from the
curvilinear or oval normally expected

e the dimensions of the scarp of that platform with varying height,
banks and ditches along the northern, southernnaestiern faces of the
ruins particularly from the 25” O.S. map 1913 mayg aerial view

e the suggestion of an outer enclosure from the . @aps particularly
the first edition of 1837 and the north-south divgdwall

e the curve of the eastevallum

e the curve on theanctissimusouth-east sector has been cut by a stone
faced bank and ditch. This is discernable only ftbenaerial photograph

e there are no indications ofsanctus vallumwhich presumably lay along
the river from south-east to north-west. The eastéoundary

presumably lay on the lake shore behind the hilh&east.

Visits to the site: 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011.
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5.9 Cuppanagh (Templerooaun)

Townland Cuppanagh Parisht Kilaraght Barony. Coolavin
National Grid references: 53° 57' 53.3568"; -8°10.2842", (171420,
301770)

RMP No.: SL 045 -011001/3
RMP classification: Church, Graveyard, Ecclesiasténclosure
OD: 60-92m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union  Census 1851
356-2'-7° Boyle IV, 223

The site is found on a short branch to the souththef R294 from Gurteen to
Boyle on the upper north-eastern shores of Lougla.GBEhe site is on pasture
land which gently slopes to the rough steep slofte impenetrable trees and
scrub along a height above the water. The lake dlates the scene from north-
west to south-east. The distant Curlew Mountaims\asible to the north-east

with trees and rough land immediately north.

Within the graveyard are the ruins of the churckt.(40.35m south-east to
north-west; 6.3m north-east to south-west; max 2)nand an early medieval
date is suggested (Eganal. 2005, 408). The rectangular graveyard (18m north-
west to south-east) which is in present use, lmeswalls and concrete walls on
the recent extension to the east. Some gravesfratethe 18 century. The
road curves away from the frontage which allows gpace for a car park and
access to the graveyard.

The ecclesiastical enclosure is indicated by cuedr field boundaries on the
north, east, south and west of the graveyard. Ts#ipn of thevallumis clear
from the later editions of the O.S. maps and alsmfthe aerial photographs of
GOOGLE Earth and National Monuments Service Archiv&he southern
drystonevallumis above the lake shore and curves to the weshartd where it
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meets the road. The arc appears on the nortlosithe road to curve to the east
and almost completes the enclosure when stoppiog shthe farm yard to the

east of the graveyard. From there thalum is fragmented with occasional
hawthorn bushes and is not now used as a farm.f@heenclosure appears to
be almost circularg(165mD).

O.S. Letters: ‘In the townland of Killaraght, th@dern church is built on the
site of the ruins of an old church none of whiclwnemains; burial is still

continued in the graveyard’. ‘St. Arraght’s feastyds 11 August and stations
used to be performed &bbar Athraghtin the townland of Killaraght’ (O’Keefe

1836, 233).

0.S. Name Book: Cill ia Tract, Leath Paroiste Cill Atret; Half parish of St.
Attracta’s churchPosag Cupranaig(handing in dock leavesi¢€.)). Situated on

the north side of Lough Gara’.

The cartographical material consulted included 65.0maps 1837, 1888, 1914
and 25” map 1913. Also studied were the relevactise of the RMP map 1995

and aerial views in GOOGLE Earth and in NationalnMiments files.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.22) depicts an alnsgstare enclosure with a
small rectangular enclosure centrally within, néee lake shore at the end of a
road from the east. The captioWault Ruinsand GraveY appear beside the
enclosed space. There is no road from the norttvest and the land to the
north-west appears to be scrubland with occasionebnnected linear bounded

enclosures. The land to the east has a regularpatt linearly bounded fields.

The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.23) shows a networknaefarly fenced fields to
the north and west and also a road network. TheiccepVault, Ruins and

GraveY appear beside the linearly shaped enclosure with rectangular
internal footprint. Also shown are the curvilindaoundaries surrounding the
enclosure which is now cut by the new road. Thepshaf the suggested

enclosure is oval and parallel with the lake shore.
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The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.24) depicts @maveYardandTemplerooaun (in
ruins) with the rectangular inset much smaller. The diumear field boundaries
are very clear and in contrast with the rectilind@ld boundaries which

surround the site.

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.25) shows with greela&rity the same features
described from the other O.S. maps. The aerialggnaphs of GOOGLE Earth
and National Monuments Service Archives (Fig. 5.2ppear to suggest a

further enclosure outside those described (Pl2®)6.

The extract from RMP map 1995 (Fig. 5.27 ) isvery clear.

SN ==

Fig. 522 Cljppénég‘h 6” O. S map 183
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Fig. 5.27 Cuppanaghextract from RMP ma 199t

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval site ipganagh are:

the footprint of the small medieval church

a number of foundation walls 1 to 2 m in heighthe central area of the
graveyard

inner burial area rectangular (medieval) has be¢ended to the east in
recent years

the rectangular enclosure of small dimensions

the lake shore is outside thallum

a larger outer enclosucel65m D.

there is a distinct curve on east, south and wexgjén on drystone

large loose stones lie haphazardly along the hedge parallel with
Ballydawley

the curvature of the hedges on the north side adtes road has been

obliterated by housing developments

Visits to site: 2010, 2011
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Plate 55 Cuppanag! easter-southerrvallunm
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5.10 Drumcolumb

Townland Drumcolumb: Parisht Drumcolumb Barony Tirerrill
National Grid Reference: 54°7'43.9649”, -8°201%118"; (177310, 320030)
RMP No: SL027-141001/2-.
RMP classification: Ecclesiastical Enclosure (Pas$i
OD: 90-120m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851
248 - 2'- 271P Sligo IV 238

The site is approached by the unnumbered road \essing south-east of
Riverstown. The monument is not visible from thad@nd is sited about 200m
up a slope through rushy pastures. The remaingwhBolumb church are on an
earthen platform on an east-west ridge. Here, tlseeepanoramic view of the
surrounding countryside. Farmland lies beyond tlshy pasture and road to the
north-east, a coniferous forest lies to the sonthsouth-west. A wooded area of
deciduous trees and farmland is seen to the soesih-vd low broad valley of
farmland lies in the distant west and north-westoter ridge of more gentle
appearance lies along the northern aspect witlovter pasture and farmland

with coniferous trees beyond to the north-east, @as south-east.

The sparse ruined remains are of a small medidwath now consisting of part
of the east end of the south wall of roughly codrigmestone blocks and greatly
weathered. This section is about 3m in height thiedrest of the south wall is
covered by briars and whitethorn. The remains efdther walls now consist of
collapsed stones and suggest dimensions roughly @2dm. In 1836 it was

suggested that this was the parish church (Egan. 2005, 408). A rectangular
bank of turf-covered tumbled stones adjoins thetweed of the church. M.A.

Timoney suggests that the extension was a residencthke cleric, according to

local information, and says that the church wasctied within recent memory
and was approached by a bridle path from the s@lbidh, 409). There are two
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thin rocksc.1n? vertically placed at a short distance from thetaraspart of the
church together with another thin rock of similameénsion which is not

embedded in the ground and has four bullaun hollows

On the north side of the church the ground sl@menc. 15m to a bank.1.5m

H with an east-west orientation. Now in segmertts, sporadically surmounted
by hawthorn. To the west, the bank meets a fielchbary of similar but sturdier
construction of north-south orientation. From tle#th-west corner a bank with
ditch on the upper side curves around the westednoé the church ruins and
runs linearly to the east parallel to the souttefat the ruins. This is. 15m

distant from the ruins with a sloping drop in hg¢igh2m from the south wall of
the church. The southern bank appears to have tmestructed of stones or

revetted by stones which are now collapsed andredweith moss.

The earthen platform, on which the church ruinsdétas thus defined by the
curvingvallumof bank and ditch from the north-west corner altregsouth and
to the east and by the broken bas@llum along the north side. Only the field
boundary to the west appears to be robust enougiently to act as a field
boundary, as all the other banks are low lying andollapsed condition. A
probable ecclesiasticafallum system ¢. 350mD east-west) is indicated by a
series of segments of bank and shallow ditch anticptarly on the south-
western side. The curved segment of field boundaryhe south-east indicated
on 6” O.S. map 1910/1 map has been levelled butsible as a slight scarp
(Eganet al 2005, 408). Local tradition referred to the cliusite as a ‘Giant’s
Grave’ and also to an image of a man on stone (BybBhony- land owner

pers.comn).

O.S. Letters (1836): ‘parisidrum Chollum, and an old church in ruins said to
have been founded by St. Columbcille’, ‘old wellled Tobar Collum (Cille):
Most vaguely there is a reference to a ‘figure orimage of a man made of
stone thought to be a figure of the saint’.
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0.S. Name Book: refers to ‘the ancient forts, ¢harch ruins and the burial

ground’.

The cartographical material consulted included 6%5.0maps 1837, 1888, 1914
and 25” map 1913. Also studied were the relevacticse of the RMP map 1995
and aerial view in GOOGLE Earth. The site is posid on the lower edge of
the 6” O.S. sheet 25 and on the upper edge of.8” €heet 37.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.28) depicts the Bitemcolumb Churchand

Stone CrossThe site is enclosed by a straight boundary atbagiorth, east and
west with connecting field boundaries at the easst and north-west. The
southern boundary is shown by two straight segmgoiteed by a curved
segment. There are curves to the field boundaddbkd north-west, north and

north-east suggesting an outer enclosure.

In the 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.29) the site isilsirty annotated but the
connecting field boundary to the east is not depiciThe curving boundary of
the suggested outer enclosure to the north-westaapipo be extended along the

north and there is a similar segment to the noadt-e

In the 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.30) more detaghswn of the field boundaries

and curvatures ofalli are more pronounced.

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.31) depicts the wiith labels Drumcolumb
Church (in Ruins),Stone Crossand GraveYard Both monuments are again
indicated with all the banks and boundaries. Ofipalar interest is the curving
hachure showing the bank and ditch along the sauth west. The curving
boundary of the suggested outer enclosure mentiabede now appears to be
extended further south on the western curve andhasusual wedge shaped in
the field line.

The RMP map 1995 (Fig. 5.32) appears to be base¢keo?5” O.S. map and the

extract shows the curvature of the boundaries@frther and outer enclosures.
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Aerial photographs of: GOOGLE Earth (Plate 5.7)pldigs the site with the
curvilinear hedge system, National Monument Sesviéechives (Plate 6.26)
depicts thesanctissimusirea.

Fig. 5.28 Drumcolumt 6" O.S.maf 1837
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Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monasteBrumcolumb are:

the formersanctissimuss almost fully enclosed by a rectangwalum
which consists of a slight bank and hedge witbhasonal hawthorn
trees on the north side

the south-west segment appears to be part of tiggnalr curvilinear
vallumof thesanctissimus

a connecting curving bankallum with water logged ditch on the upper
side, runs along the south part of the site fromrbrth-west corner to
the curved south-west corner

there is a complex of drains along the east anthseast sector

an outersanctior vallum is suggested by the curving field boundaries
from north-east to the west.(380mD) and a further boundargafictu3

is suggested by a curve further ocit 50mD) to north-west and perhaps
linking up with the north curving river to the eadtthe site.

the wedge shaped break (‘annexe’) in the line afeme existing
boundaries lying west of the church site. A simshaped break in the
boundary line is to be observed in the Ballydavditg (Fig. 5.33)
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¢ although the original curvilineasanctissimusallumis discernable only
at the west south west sector, the maps and GOCEzcth views (Plate
5.7) indicate an extensive field systensahctusandsanctiorvalli.

Visits to site : - 2010, 2011
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5.11 Kilboglashy

Townland Kilboglashy Parish Barony. Leyny
National Grid Reference: 54° 12'51.9899 -83M236"; (166540, 329620)
RMP No.: SLO20-109001
RMP classification: Church, Graveyard, Ecclesiastitnclosure
OD: 0-30m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area fP&o Union Census 1851
290" — 3 -20° Sligo Pt 1,1V, 230

The site is on the west bank on a cliff overlookihg mouth of the River off
the N59c. 400m north of Ballysadare town centre. The ruidedyustinian
Abbey ofAbbeytown,now surrounded by extensive and encroaching quarry
works, liesc.250m west of the church. The site is sheltered frBay by high
ground on the north, beyond which, to the northtwi€éaocknarea is visible. To
the south, a high ridge leads west to Slieve Gampgtilst to the east Slieve
Daeane, with Slieve Dargan, are visible in theasiseé. Farm land to the south
and immediately to the west is good pasture. Tteeisidominated by the river,
which acts as boundary for townland, barony anctelie, and is on a south
facing slope being approached by a road which andlse graveyard gate. The
road is parallel to the river and encloses thel$iedast of the graveyard which
are thickly covered with blackthorn on banks armtbes. There has been the
recent development of a water purification plamtHar upstream to the east. On
the opposite side of the road to the west, landbe®® developed as managed

grassland over some time.

The formersanctissimusnow rectangular, includes a ruined church clotimed
ivy (int. 19.38m east-west; 7.9m north-south) hgvan Romanesque doorway
with two orders, eleven voussoirs, plain hood mmgd two heads, and a
lintelled doorway surmounted by a rounded arch oamg infilled with uneven

stone, rubble and plaster (Egamh al 2005, 411). Architectural pieces of
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Romanesque features have been found on the sitehwhithat of an early
monastery founded by St. Fechin of Billa who diad6b5 or 668 AD ibid.,
411). The ruins of two other buildings lie in theer enclosure to the west of
the church: one being.20m north-west at the entrance to the graveydmel, t
other is smaller and abuts the enclosure exterrallyhe north-west corner.
Both are ivy and thorn clad and roughly alignedt-@aest, but not parallel with
the church. The church, with graves interior antegar along the south, is
situated on the north-west section on a higherl lawd there appears to be an
escarpment separating the remaining graveyard lgithe south and east. The
graveyard has been extended in recent times arldsedcby stone walls with
two gateways. There is very rough ground covereth wtrub outside the

graveyard to the east.

The arc of an ecclesiastical enclosure may be preden the field boundaries to
the south and west of the church and graveyardn(legal 2005, 411). The
field system, suggesting a D-shaped enclosure avdtraight side formed by the
river shown on 6” O.S. map of 1913, was removeithén1980sibid., 411-2).

O.S. Letters:'Parish is called Beul Starra (proBeul Easa Dara- (orthog)
Ostium vadiQuercus! A short distanceo the north of the village of the same
name and on the western bank of the River whemengles with the sea is an
old abbey in ruins. Patron day i& af February. There is a well in the townland
calledTobar Brighde! ‘There are references in the annals referrinigter times
and battles’ (O’Conor 1836).

O. S. Name Boak'Baile Easa Darathe town of the cataract. Kilboglashy is
situated in the north of parish of BallisodareBishop’s land; 8 tenths. at will at
yearly rent of 40/= per annum, Community Cess 2+ annum, Tithe 1/8 per
annum; soil is very good crops are mainly Barlégize of farm from 2 to 4
acres’, ‘Kilboglashy is referred to in the Down ey as Kilboglasse
Corhownagh’ ibid.).
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The cartographical material consulted included 65.0maps of 1837, 1887,
1913 and 25" map of 1912. Also studied were thevaait sections of the RMP
map and GOOGLE Earth view. All the O.S. maps haeels Church and
GraveYaf.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.34) depicts the enclsas trapezoidal and
situated at the end of the road from the town dmavs the footprints of the

three buildings within the enclosure and also twleo buildings to the east of
the church and graveyard. One lies west of the evatlis aligned north-south,
and the other lies east of the graveyard and gmadi north-west to south-east.
There is one large rectilinear field with angularrers shown to the west of the
road with wet or derelict ground pictorially degdtfurther east. On the other
side of the road and bounded by the river the taat the graveyard is good but
further east is wet or derelict.

The 6” O.S. map 1887 (Fig. 5.35) sho@surchandGraveYardwith the three
buildings within a rectangular enclosure. Thereraoze field divisions on both
sides of the field boundary referred to above. €he=dds are of irregular size
and rectilinear and, with one exception, havingl@hgorners. The land that had
been cartographically depicted as waste is nowctipias good land with the
same boundaries. On the east side of the roadebdsdriver the building is no

longer shown and the land is good.

The 6” O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.36) depi€isurch (in RuinspndGraveYard the
enclosure with three buildings, the building wekthe road and a complex of
many fields with curved arcs of boundaries and @org which are difficult to
interpret.

The 25" O.S. map 1912 (Fig. 5.37) shows a less t=xmgrrangement of field
boundaries and possible arrangement of enclosures.

The RMP 1995 (Fig. 5.38) appears to have been barséiak 6” O.S. 1913.
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GOOGLE Earth (Plate 5.8 ) view shows no signs effield boundaries of the

6” or 25” O.S. maps indicating land clearance i pleriod after 1913.

Fig. 534 Kilboglashy 6” O.S.map 183

175



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

B, large Stone 14277 o8
/20 #*above centre of Boad)

Fig. 5.5 Kilboglasty 6" O.S.map 188

176



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

e N’ o
- : PR

onge Quay

-
-

Ehurch ot

(in Ruins/
028 _
% +326 W atdr 5l O
S AR \"’f“'*’h¥\ 44
A Grave ¥Vd. ;Slu:é/»&
Veir
R

'631 >

T~

RN &

AT,

1-225

EERN RN

werview
Cottage

4_‘290Vﬂ

| 4
'Iso E
© Draw Well

|
‘800

seale 25t 50 /loo
Fig. 5.57 Kilboglashy 25” 0.S.mar1912

177



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monumank§lboglashy are:-

the complexity of the site as shown on 6” O.S. wAP913

the present church ruins are on a raised arearengtment on the north-
west corner and parallels with Carrowntemple

the straight side of the river forming the D-shapiethe monastic
foundation

the boundary aspect, as welhadlum of the river

the absence of field boundaries aradlum system across the road - the
removal of the boundaries took place comparativedgntly

no trace of the original curvilineaanctissimus

The conjectural presentation of an Early Medievi@ sased on the 25”
0O.S. map of 1912 and suggests two outer concesnidlosures. Both are
D-shaped with the river as a straight side on thst evith the inner
enclosure having.160m D. and the outer200m D..

178



Chapter 5 Catalogue and field work

Visite to site: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011

,Google

Eye alt

Plate 5.€ Kilbogls y GO E Ea 201C from the sout
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5.12 Kilcummin

Townland: Kilcummin Parish: Achonry  Barony:Leyney
National Grid reference: 54° 6' 47.8939", -8°38'3024"; (151030, 318490)
RMP no.: SI 031-00500
RMP classificationEcclesiastical enclosure (possible), Graveyard
OD 60-90m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Parish Poor L. Union Census 1851
807- 2'- 2P Achonry Tobercurry V. 229

Kilcummin graveyard lies towards the south-easgaart of the elongated top-
boot shaped townland which extends up the slop®oMountain and on the
east side of Stirabout road which runs in a nolyhdirection on the Cloonacool
to Carrowneden unnumbered road. The site is loctwrt distance north from
the bridge which spans the river Moy. There is parocar park opposite the
gate to the graveyard. The farm land immediatetuad the graveyard to the
north, south and west is pasture of variable qualitd with occasional trees.
Immediately south of the graveyard the land slapmsn to a large patch of wet
pasture with banks and with better land beyondmHasundaries are comprised
of stone walls and banks with or without trees. Bieve Gamph mountain
dominates the northern horizon from north-west totmeast. Knocknashee
Commons flat height is separately prominent in ¢ast and the partly tree

covered dome of Muckelty Hill is distinctive in tkeuthern horizon.

The graveyard is trapezoidal in shape (37m east;888m north-south at west
end; c. 30m north-south at eastern end) and erttlbgemodern stone walls.
Although well maintained and with winding paths theerior ground is uneven
which suggests collapsed masonry particularly ie #outh-west corner.
Immediately inside the gate a north-south scarppgarent and on the same
level as the remainder of the graveyard. Outsidentrth wall separate from and

parallel to it there is a scarp @¢40.4m; Lc. 22m) which curves to south-east (
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9m) to meet the north wall of the graveyard (Egaal. 2005412) and appears
to correspond with the raised ground inside theeyard. In the field on the east
of the site and parallel to the east wall thera isank or scarp which curves
towards the south. There are now no traces ofriagyfindicated on the O.S.

maps.

Local folklore refers to a fifth century foundatiand associations with the other
nearby sites of Court and Kilvarnet North and th#l@a family (Varnet
O’Hara). Bert O’Hara - landownepers. comn).

O.S. Letters:- ‘There is an old abbey in ruinsGil Cumin (now Kilcummin
Parish)’.

O.S. Name Book:‘Situated in the north of the parish, owned by the
Ecclesiastical Commission and leased. There isléralbbey here and a well

calledTobar Crimin’

The cartographical material consulted included 65.Gmaps 1837, 1888, 1914
and 25" map 1913 (sheets 31-4 and 31-8). Also estludvere the relevant
sections of the RMP map 1995. The GOOGLE Earthneasatisfactory.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.39) depicts the enclss trapezoidal with an
incomplete south wall. The word8bbey and GraveYard are beside the
enclosure and the worBriary in the next field to the north-east. A shaded
rectangle is depicted in the north-east cornerhef ¢nclosure suggesting a
mausoleum. The site is in the southern part ofttvenland on the Stirabout

Road and bordered by a loop in the river Moy.
The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.40) depicts no diffieess from the 1837 map.

The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.41) depicts some chamg font and additions of
labels. The labels ak&lcummin GraveyardAbbey (Site ofandFriary (Site of)
Both friary and abbey are indicated by cros3é® land surrounding the site is
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depicted as wetland. Some B.M. are indicated amdlsut Bridge is labelled
but not Stirabout Road.

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig.5.42) is an enlargenzgné” O.S. map 1914
depicting field acreages and two wells some digdac¢he east of the enclosure.
The poor quality RMP 1995 (Fig. 5.43) is basedlen25” O.S. of 1913 map.
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- / - A, - LN
’» Fig. 543 Kilcummin extract from RMP map 19¢

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monumank§icummin are:-

the rectangular platform adjoins the wall in theldion the east of the
enclosure

what appears to be a continuation of the platforside the graveyard
the absence of curvilinear boundaries or possibleim in the vicinity
apart from the loop of the river Moy

no visible trace of the friary shown in the maps

the conjectural presentation has very little topgupit

Visits to site: Autumn, 2009; Summer 2010; SpriSgmmer 2011
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5.13 Kilvarnet North

Catalogue

Townland Kilvarnet North Parish Kilvarnet Barony Leyney
National Grid Reference: 54° 7' 40.2300, -8°366352"; (160230,
320030)

RMP No: SL032-034001/3
RMP classificationr Church Graveyard, Ecclesiastical Enclosure (Possible)
OD: 91-120m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851
234-0'-24° Sligo IV 238

The site is found on a roadside height off the NPkm south of Ballynacarrow
village and about a further 2km on the unnumbeoad mwest of the ‘finger post’
sign. The roughly rectangular walled siteois the north-east end of a ridge and
is surrounded by low lying land on the north, east south. Slieve Gamph is
visible to the west with Knocknashee Common inteivg. Good land lies

beyond the immediate surrounding bogs.

The walled graveyard, on the margin of the roads watended in the last
century when the north boundary was moved outwar@88m. The first burial in
the new part of the graveyard was in 1941 (Josi&éftrick—land owner pers.
comm). This was after the dates of publication of th&.OnapsCement walls
now enclose the north side and parts of the easivasst sides. The position of
the old north wall inside the graveyard is ideetifiby a scarpc(lm H) (Plate
5.9) which lies parallel with the almost ruinousrth wall of the church. There
is a corresponding dip in ground level on the saide (Plate 5.10). The east
end of the church has also fallen to its lowergafhe church (int.10.9mW east-
west; 5.95m W north-south) was the medieval parisirch, and founded by the
O’Hara family of Annaghmore, and recorded as thaspachurch in 1302-6.
Within this area beyond the east wall which is moiclosed, the ground
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continues level for about 30m between two narrowdngves of shallow banks
to the surrounding bog. The ground dips rapidhatoidentifiable but shallow
bank and the surrounding bog land on the north,seabsouth of the graveyard.
Within this area, which is outside the graveyaheér¢ are several discontinuous
shallow banks or mounds (possibly cultivation rglgehat appear to run to the
east down the slope petering out on the way. Amalphotograph (CUCAP,
AVJ 22) of 1968 indicates a possible ecclesiaseralosure (250m north-west
to south-east; 200m north-east to south-west)catimg with the extension and
sweeping around outside the enclosure to the reath-and to the south and is
not visible on the ground (Egat al 2005, 417). The land on the west side of

the road has been much disturbed.

O.S. Letters ‘The Irish name for the parish@ill Bhearnat There is an old
abbey in ruins in the parish’ (O’Conor 1836, 387).

0.S. Name Book:Cille Barnat In the southern part of the parish and bounded
by Lough Finlough’ ipid.).

The cartographical material consulted includedO6S. maps 1837, 1888, 1914
and 25” O.S. map 1913. Also studied was the peartisection of the RMP map.

GOOGLE Earth view was not satisfactory. The sit@asitioned on the lower

edge of the O.S. sheet 25 and on the upper edgeSofsheet 37.

The 6” O.S. maps 1837 (Fig. 5.44) sh@saveYardand an almost square site
set at an angle to the road and the footprint efdturch as a rectangle close to
the north-west corner. Only one field with angutarners and linear sides
appears to the north-east and is not connectdaetsite. Some dotted lines that
appear to be contours but without height indical@soutside the site with

north-east to south-west alignment.

The 6” O.S. maps 1888 (Fig. 5.45) dep&iturch and wet ground is indicated
outside the contour lines. The graveyard is nogneld with the road. There are

more rectilinear fields.
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The 6” O.S. maps 1914 (Fig. 5.46) depi&tyd.and Church (in Ruins).A
sinuous double dotted line labell&lepping Stoneand further eask.P (foot
path) is shown starting at the road to the weshefgraveyard, going north-east,
around and close to the north-east corner of tlaeyard. It then continues
across the fields to meet another road to the reash. Some of the lines on the
maps are now shown as double indicating drainag&sv®ne of the contour
dotted lines to the south of the church appearintoup with the Stepping
Stonesand a section of drainage system to suggest a&m enclosure. There are
not now any signs of these stepping stones. Itagpiat they have become
overgrown. Local enquiries elicited the resporse these stones had led from
the church to a well of which there is now no traset was probably filled in or
dried up resulting from drainage works. There waknown name for the well
or its exact location. The extension of the gravdyabliterated that section of
the stepping stones (Josie McKettrick-land owpers.comn).

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.47) shows the enthdgtails of the 6” O.S.
map 1914. There have been some development aagiwist of the site on the

other side of the road.
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Fig. 548 Kilvarnet North extrac from RMPmap 199!

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monumank§lvarnet North are:-

e a curving discernable bank system along the edga former marsh
outside the eastern end of the graveyard. Thisuprably was the
eastern part of theanctissimus vallum

e the graveyard was extended to the north side il €8s, the scarp of
the former wall is evident

e there has been great disturbance on the land ondbeof the site across

the road

Visits to site:- 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
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5.14 Monasterredan (Cashelnamonastragh)

Townland Monasterredan Parish: Kilcolman  Barony Coolavin
National Grid References: 53°56'27.9893"; -8°30¥86", (167090, 299190)
RMP No. SL 046 — 01400-1
RMP Classification: Church possible, Graveyard,l&siastical enclosure
OD: 90-120m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union  Census 1851
675-3-2° Boyle IV, 223

The site, Monasterredan, lies south-west of thdagel cross-roads of
Monasteraden on the unnumbered road to Ballaghesterihere is another site
named Monasterredan which lies some distance tadfé and yet another site
similarly labelled south-east of the village. Thaweyard site is visible from the
road and is accessed by a short stone wall lined emd through a gateway
under a single straight stone lintel which is sunmted by an cross on a base
and dated 1883. The graveyard is surrounded tce#ise, south and west by
rushy pasture on a gentle slope facing south-8dsre appears to be better,
well drained pasture to the north. Coniferous woamsvisible to the north-west
and south-west. Lough Gara lies in the distancéhéosouth-east beyond the

intervening low lying land of rush, scrub and tlemcealed disused railway line.

The site is enclosed by a mortared stone waltjlisised and well maintained as
a graveyard. Some of the grave markers of stoneabgeed in a slightly
different orientation. During the graveyard clegnin 1985/6 a corn-drying kiln
(not dated) was uncovered and the site is now rdabkea stone bench (1.5m
north-south 1.26m east-west; 0.45mH) near the aiathe west (Egaet al.
2005, 420). Also uncovered weresauterrainin the north-east quadrant; a
guern stone (not typified); and a bullaun stonesidet the wall at north-east
(ibid., 420). Thesouterrainis now covered by several baulks of timber bound

with  security wire. There are indications that thevall of
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“Cashelnamonasterajtwas built on low, flat topped sod-covered riseigbly
circular (77m east-west.71m north-south; ¢.2mW;.0.5mH). This sod base
projects internally, under the wall-face at thethewest to north-east sector,
externally, under the wall on north-east to sowthteuadrant, and is truncated
at south-east by a garden and the access ibal, 421). The graveyard is
depicted as polygonal on the 6” O.S. map of 1837asuoval in shape (76.4m
east-west; 68.7m north-south) in 6” O.S. map of4l@did., 420). There are no
traces of the church referred to in O.S. Letter$886 and it is not indicated on
the 6” O.S. map of 1837.

O.S. Letters: ‘the ruins of an old church’ whiate aot shown on the 6” O.S.
map 1837.Cill Colmaniscalled from a friar name@holmainwho lived here
formerly. In the townland of Monasterredaviginistir Reudamn are the ruins of
an old church and a burial for children, strangerd old people’. ‘1 understand
from the people that there is an old church (a gpodion) and a burial in
Kilcoleman townland. There is no such townlandha Name Book, so it must
be some other townland in the parish or we muse magunderstood each other
and confounded it with the old church of Monastéare The fair plan will
decide this’ (O’Keeffe 1836).

0.S. Name Book: Caisil na Mainistreach: lapidus ambitus monastdigis in
the extremity of the townland of Monasterredan.réhe a graveyard where the
monastery is said to have been but no trace osrnow. There is a similar

passage in Carrantemple in Kilfree parish. They lmuKilcolman in Mayo'.

The cartographical material consulted included 65.0maps 1837, 1888, 1914
and 25" O.S. map 1913. Also studied were the pemtirsection of the RMP
map, the aerial views in GOOGLE Earth and the NatidMonuments Service

Archives.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.49) depicts the gyaxe having three straight

sides on the west, north and east and the southsiges curving with circular
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arc and being part of the townland boundary. Thebella are
CashelnamonastragltGraveYard Cave or Covered Passagihe road along the

south yields access to the graveyard.

The 6” O.S. map 1888 (Fig. 5.50) depicts a moreded enclosure on the west,
north and east quadrants. The entrance to the ygral/as defined and the
graveyard appears to be internally divided by fepaths. The labels are
Cashelnamonastragland GraveY-. The townland boundary is not depicted.
There are more field divisions shown in the surdbog area some of which
depict curving boundaries with concave side towa#ngsenclosure. The railway

line is shown to the south skirting low wet lands.

The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.51) depicts the mB=Eshelnamonastragand
GraveY. The B.M. 301.4 is shown near the road entranberd are no internal
divisions within the graveyard and the townland rmbary coinciding with

enclosure on the south-west is shown as a dotted li
The 25” O.S. map 1913 (Fig.5.52) map depicts #mesinformation.

The RMP map (Fig. 5.53) shows the same informa®m the O.S. 25" map
of 1913.

The aerial photograph of The National MonumentwigerArchives (Plate 4.10)
depicts the enclosure and a suggestion of a pogidmwundary. The GOOGLE
Earth (Plate 5.11) aerial photo shows the enclosané surrounding field

system.

Some surrounding fields have curvilinear boundangsich when linked
together with shorter sections on northwest, nedst, south-east and south-
west strongly suggest an outer boundagnftu®) roughly circularc. 650m

north-west to south-east; 450m north-east to south-west.
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Fig. 550 Monasterrede 6" O.S. mag 1888
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Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monasteMonasterredan are:-

the features of the sod base on which the modelinwaa built

the variations in dimensions of the enclosure wall

e the position of the corn-drying kilsputerainand reported bullaun stone
e the conjectural outer enclosure links with dotted tines the fences
with concave curves north-west, east, south-easbtsanth-west of the

inner enclosure

e the location of the inner enclosure on the bordéownlands

Visits to site: 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011
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5.15 Shancough

Townland Shancough (Tirerill B.) Parishh Shancough Barony. Tirerrill
National Grid Reference: 54° 5'43.3953"; -8° 14:33710"; (182340;
316280)
RMP No: SL035-052001/4
RMP classification: Church, Ecclesiastical Encl@sur
OD:  90-120m
Index of Townlands and Towns, Parishes and Barafi¢®land
Area Poor L. Union Census 1851
146-3-15 Sligo IV 238

The site is approached from R284, then south-west {Geevagh crossing the
Feorish River, on first side road west for abolini, through a farmyard and a
demanding climb to the church which is visible otmeeless height. Surrounded
by pasture land, the roofless ruin, on a narrontmwest to south-east ridge,
dominates the valley. From north-west to south;elbsyond the river plain,
Carron Hill and the forested Carrowmore (scarreddognt land flow) dominate
the skyline. There are parallel ridges, thoughawhigh, to the south-east from
north-west to south-east. From the south the sitverlooked by the road south-
east from Lough Bo.

The monument has been identified as a late medparédh church (ext.17.5m
east-west; 7.6m north-south) having architectieatdres of that period (Egah

al. 2005, 423). There are two compartments, the smali¢he west is vaulted
and all four walls are of equal height. The chulreh slightly to the north-west
within an interior rectangular enclosure (65m nawést to south-east; 40m
north-east to south-west), which is defined by artreand stone bank (0.4m int.
H ; 0.85m ext.H) on the north-west and south-eagtpart of the north-east side.
Elsewhere the remains of the banks are toppeddmtstone walls. The south-
west side loops inwards at the west corner, otlservtine sides are straight.

There are numerous breaks in the banks with tratesvetment, internal and
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external, with limestone slabs especially on themwest and north-east sides
(ibid., 423). The interior space is divided by a walbrth-east to south-west)

incorporating the east end of the chuntid(, 423).

The present enclosure straddles the summit anduighty rectangular (115m
north-west to south-east; 71m north-east to sowsbwand is defined by an
earth and stone scarp (1.7mH) on the south-eas$autti-west sides and by the
remains of a bank topped by a drystone wall omtir¢h-west sideiljid., 423).
The north-east side is defined by a steep natlopesand in the scarp on the
south-west side, traces of external revetment neddbree to four courses of
limestone rubble are evident. On the north-west $idee limestone slabs. (
1.2mW; c.ImH; ¢.0.03mT) indicate remains of revetment. Thare two
souterainsreported one to the north-west and the other @ontirth-eastilpid.,
423). The indications of the outer rectangular eswile are identifiable even
from a distance but are not depicted on the O.Ssmahey are however
discernable on the GOOGLE Earth aerial photogr&tdié¢ 5.12).

O.S. Letters:- ‘Pronounced Shan-coo—agh, in I8shn Chuachn the townland
of Shancough are the ruins of an old church whilsby say, was removed by
supernatural power in one night fro@arraic a’ Teampuill where it was
originally built and where, though there may beat church, there is a burial
place, no burial being at Shancough. Some of theest which fell on the way
(removal) are pointed out. The only Patron Day ulddearn as being in the
parish is 28 July, the Patron Day of St. James’s Walbbar S. Seu)ra holy
well in the townland Ummeraroe near Carrickatengler which a large tree

grows, stations are performed at it yet’ (O’Con88@, 184, 245).

0O.S. Name Book:*Shancoughk- Old Hollow’ (ibid.)
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The cartographical material consulted included 6%5.0maps 1837, 1887, 1914
and 25” map 1913. Also studied were the relevaati@e of aerial views in
GOOGLE Earth.

The 6” O.S. map 1837 (Fig. 5.54) depicts @leurchas a dark rectangle lying
north-west to south-east at the north-east sidanoénclosure with a straight
south-east side and a curve on the west and sceghsides. This is part of a
larger long polygonal shaped field lying from newkst to south-east with

height markings 0833 and338 at the north-west end al92 at the south-east
end in very small letters. These appear to demhekridge on which the

monument lies. Some four-sided fields surrouncdetiEosure in a radial fashion
to the townland boundary from north-west to sowhkteTo the south and south-
west there is a curve of fences, forming almostraiircle, on the south-east

and south, linking fences of the fields but withantapparent locus.

The 6” O.S. map 1887 (Fig. 5.55) depi€isurch the rectangle is now not filled
in, the three peaks and the same field boundafies.boundary to the south-

west is now triangular rather than rounded.

The 6” O.S. map 1914 (Fig. 5.56) depi&bkancough Church (in Ruinsyjth

two compartmentave(to the north of the churclithout height indicators.

The 25" O.S. map 1913 (Fig. 5.57) depicts the sarfeemation as the 6” O.S.
map 1914. However, it would appear that, in additio the two rectangular
enclosures suggested, there is the possibilitynotreer enclosure to the south-
west, oval in shapec(350m east to west; 250m north to south) and conjoined

with the other two rectangular enclosures at thetswest corner of both.

The GOOGLE Earth ( Plate 5.12) map shows the saikmwhich indicate

intersecting curvilineavallumsystem.
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Fig. 555 Shancougl 6" O.S. map11887
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Fieldwork

Noteworthy elements of the early medieval monasteShancough are:-

the rectangular enclosure

the curved eastern end of the enclosure

the incursion into the south-western corner

the indications from the O.S. maps of an outer iinear enclosure
conjoined with the rectangular enclosures

vallumsections of large stone cores of earth-covereldamthe west
curved fence system

oval soil marks indicating originaanctissimus

the conflicting evidence suggesting intersectirlum systems of at

least three constructions

Visits to site: 2010, 2011.
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5.16 Concluding remarks

The catalogue of features of each of the sitesava®st important part of the
study. The preparation incurred the acquiring défralevant information and,
implicitly, a thorough familiarity with the sitend particulary with thevallum

system. This aspect of the work could only be addefrom several relevant
visits and thorough background preparation. Thalogue is a record of the

current disposition of the site to be referred to the future.
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Chapter 6 Early medieval monastic sites in Co. Slm

analysis and discussion

6.1 TheVallum observed

Each of the sites is considered in terms of theafisSwan (1983) which he
prepared according to frequency of features amsliiemarised in Table 6.1.
Since thevallum system was the feature most frequent in Swan'sidrend is

the central issue of this study it will be addrelsgs all the sites firstly after

which the other features will be considered.

Ballydawley

The site has been altered on several occasions giralate of the first edition
6” O.S. map 1837. Theanctior and part of thesanctissimuof Ballydawley
are clearly identifiable (Plate 6.3). A conjecluraconstruction of the site is
also shown the O.S. map (Fig. 6.1).

The drystonevallum of sanctior/sanctissimuss c.1m in height and the
enclosure is roughly oval in shape. A drystonermdévallum which divides
the enclosure on the western side now indicatesbthandary between two
farm holdings. This internavallum is in linear sections. A corresponding
internalvallum on the eastern side is also extant (Plate 6.3)ol#®yhis, the
easterrvallumarc of thesanctissimusas been removed but its former position
is evident from the aerial photograph and from @&. maps. The former
position is shown on the conjectural reconstruc{{big. 6.1) and by a faint
paler colour arc on the aerial photograph (PlaB. @t is possible that there
was also a revetment which was removed with vh#um section. The
formerly enclosed area is on curved raised grouactliding the field marked
.360 and part of the field marked .436 (Fig. 6The removed eastern arc in
the past had enclosed the present remains of ildrertis graveyard with the
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igo sites | Ballydawley | Carnyard Carrowr]- Church| Cuppanaghl Drum-| Kilboglashy| Kilcummin| Kilvarnet] Monasterredar] Shancough
temple Hill columb North
Swan’s
vallum: N N N N N
ston
v v N N N 7
earthen
burial area | Ceallinagl present past present past present present pregeptesent
placename] Dawley O'Hara |V N N Caemon Bearnet |
family or
saint
structural inscribed N N
remains slabs V V V
holy well Dried Dried
bullaun N N N N
crossslab | N N
boundary | v N N N N N N N N N
nearby
souterrair N N N N
ptron N N N N
Table 6.1 Topographical features of early medievahastic enclosures in Sligo (after Swan 1983)
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‘Bishop’s stone’. The walls between the fields neatk360 and .436, and .360
/ 1.638 have been removed.
The entrance to the enclosure is on the northeeaser and just north of the
entrance there is the enclosure called the ‘Cashkis enclosure haswallum
of drystone wall on a rocky plateau below the levthe inner enclosure and
above the land to the west, north and east. VEtiem all round is drystone
(Plate 6.1, 6.2, 6.4, 6.5, 6.€)1m in height anct.1.5m in width (Plate 6.5).
There is a revetment and consequently a differé@md¢eeight on the southern
arc of thesanctior vallum.The internal height is at ground level with paling
posts and wire (Plate 6.5). The outside is redeibea height ot.1.5m with
large stones (Plate 6.1). All tvallum walls have the lower courses of larger
stones although in places theallum has been repaired with varying

workmanship (Plate 6.7).

An arc of thesanctus vallunin Ballydawley is still extant (Plate 6.2) andoik
similar construction and dimension of drystosadlumwith larger stones at the
lower courses. Thisanctus vallumarc extends from the north-east to the
south-east at a distance@7Om. The enclosed aresaqctu¥ generally slopes
down to a lower level from the innesgnctior/sanctissimysenclosure to the
east. Thesanctus vallums not complete but some of the missing parts @n b

traced by the present farm walls.

On the west side of theanctior vallunthere is an annexe of a walled widening
gap extending outwards. It was not possible to gup@tph this enigmatical
extension because of bushes and trees. The whelba been at later times
divided into smaller plots of land between largeilders and these boulders
have largely been removed to the edges of bsdhctior and sanctus
enclosures. The site has parallels with other eamylieval monasteries in
Ireland especially Reask, Co. Kerry, with respecinternal divisions in the
enclosure from north to south and conjoirszthctior/sanctissimusontained

within a curvilinearvallum
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The conjectural layout of the original monasteryg(F6.1) is based on the
extant drystone walls and the scarp on the eastéenof the present structure.
The existing walls are shown by a dotted red lind #he conjectural missing
parts are filled in with a continuous red line.

The aerial photograph (Plate 6.3) of the site dfesinows the above features
with the exception of thegallum between thesanctussanctissimu®n the east
and the field divisions shown on the 6” O.S. maB87land 1913 and the 25"
O.S. map 1912.
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Plate 6.2 Ballydawley  sancus vallurr

As a monument of such importance, it is relativehknown. Swan (1983,
Plate 9) included an aerial photograph labelledKéieran graveyard. That
aerial photograph is not included here because hef poor quality of
reproduction. The site has been noted in a locah@ (O’Brien 2006/7, 18—
22). Other than than that no attention has beed fmathis important early

medieval monastery

It is clear that Ballydawley originally had a coimed sanctior/sanctissimus
enclosure within a concentrganctusenclosure. All thevalli are of drystone

structure. Reask, Co. Kerry, is on a smaller seml¢ also has a conjoined
sanctior/sanctissimugnclosure, however there is no visible evidencea of

sanctusvallumin Reask.
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sanctu:
sancticr /

& TOND Eusope Tacanskeg s -I 3
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Plate ¢3 Ballydawley = GOOGLE Earth 2011

Plate ¢4 Ballydawley southsanctiorvallur Plate ¢5 Ballydawley southsanctiolvallunr
revetment outer face top of revetment
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AL

"Plate €8 Ballydawley  rocks
moved from the interior o
sanctior

Plate .7 Ballydawle' interna east facsanctiolvallurr
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Fig. 6.1 Ballydawle' conjectural layout asanctissimuandsanctiolenclosures 25"
O.S. map

Carnyara

In this site the field walls of theanctissimusndsanctiorare incomplete. Field

fences that did coincide with theallum systemhave been removed leaving

some low banks. The banks are sod-covered andcttasional large rounded

stones protrude from where the sod has erodedbahks ofc.1m. in height

form two enclosed rectangles with rounded cornditse monument is a

roughly rectangular enclosure 20m east-west byg. 15m north-south and

consists of a discontinuous banl0.5m in both height and width, composed of

grass and moss over an occasional exposed lange. $hside that area there is

a bank which is roughly rectangular of similar disens but fragmented

(Plate 6.9). To the west 2m distant there is a similar bank lying north-$out
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Plate 69 Carnyare rectangular enclosu

Beyond that lies a fragmented semicircular ban&té216.10, Fig. 6.2).

| Plate 610 Carnyari semi circlesanctissimu vallur at wes
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It would appear that the semicircular arc is thly @arly medieval remnant. It

is the only one of these banks that is curvilindalies at a distance of c. 20m

from and not enclosing the west end. It is a segmean arcc. 0.5m high with

a diameter o€. 65m.

3-406

7.026

2:523 /
3-750 _D\T,Vell

5-845
344
Spring
353
B.M.356-8

Bellaky 10
Shgo 18 |
1.9344 ¥
eb W / ‘I’qo ‘;0 1

Fig. 6.2 Carnyari conjecturaearly medieval monaste 25"0.S may 191:
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The rectangular structures have a medieval appearand thesouterrainis

not visible having been filled in.

The 25” O.S. map of 1913 (Fig. 6.2) shows the gitéhe inner enclosures with
the footprint of the church and graveyard not ledgel Also depicted is the
curved western boundary of the enclosure.

There is very little surviving on this site. Theyseent of a curved bank appears
to be all that is visible of the early medieval rastery and as such is
important.

Carrowntemple
In Carrowntemple theanctissimudies in the rectangular, raised, terraced and

revetted north-western area of the early medievahastery where the ivy-

covered medieval remains now stand (Plate 6.11).

Plate ¢.11 Carrowntempl nortr-west sector, terrace sanctissimuvallum, stone ace
revettment, with the inscribed slabs replicas atiméd ivy-covered medieval ruins.

Segments of the formsanctissimus valluraroundthe enclosure are parts of a

substantial earthen rampart which is now overgrevith thorn and bramble

and part of the field system outside the graveyarthe west and north. There

does not appear to be any ditch as shown in Pldt2. GRecent farming
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activities removed some of th@llumon the north. The cross section that was
revealed suggests a sod-covered structure of diorests 2m in height anat.
2m in width with a core composed of water worn e®af various sizes mixed
with earth and gravel (Plate 6.13). Conjecturalye sanctissimus vallum
encloseg. 0.5h and a total af. 9h is included in theanctissimusndsanctior
enclosure. To the south of the graveyard beyondahéd thevallum enclosing
the sanctiorenclosure appears now as two parallel drystonesvi@late 6.14,

6.15). These are now somewhat collapsed and ameegligible size and
dimensionsg.0.8m H and 0.5m W).

216



Chapter 6 Early medieval monastic sites in Co.®lanalysis and

discussion

Plate 6.13 arrowntep | cu1way section ¢
sanctissimus vallumorth of site facing east

p

Plate 6.14Crowntemp| sanctiorvallur | Plate 6.1¢ Carrowntemple sanctiorvallum
on the south farm road farm road

This almost semcircularallum (sanctiol) is now a narrow overgrown laneway
to a farmyard. The townland boundary continues ftbenfarmyard and joins

the stream to continue to the north. Other fieldifatary arcs occur further
from the site centre particularly to the north, weheseveral curved field

boundaries indicate a possible third enclossea¢tus.
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There are no indications of any road on the O.87X8ap. There was however
a village to the west and north-west of the sité another cluster of buildings
including a corn mill to the south-east. Thanctior vallumroad or ‘borheen’
could very well have provided access between bbth.of interest to note that
local tradition tells of funerals of parishionerermh Gurteen town before the
present road was built in the midﬁ'lﬁentury. Then the coffin was borne on
shoulders and the cortege came along the eskehe®mdrth-east of the
graveyard. Along the way there were recognisedssiaih stone platforms for
resting the coffin while the cortege paused (Dufiynily - land owners-
pers.comn). It is possible that the building material fdretvallum was
extracted from that esker. Tlsanctior encloses about. 9h inclusive and is
indicated by the river and edge of bog and sliglmkioc.1m in height and
width.
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Fig. 6.3 Carrowntemp conjectural early medieval monast25” O.S map 191z
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There have been some agricultural interventiormparatively recent years.
In Fig. 6.4; Fig. 6.5 the aerial photographs putgdds by Swan in 1997 and
2002 show where parts of tlganctissimus vallunsystem had been intact.
However the GOOGLE Earth 2010 (Plate 6.16) showsralthey have been

removed.

On the conjectural layout (Fig. 6.3) is shown tbhiual situation up to recently
by the red dotted line and reconstruction by trek selid line. On the south-
west thesanctior vallum(the farm road) is indicated by a dotted red lifike

townland boundary completes that semi-circle onsinath of the road and is
shown by a solid red line. On the north side of thad the field system is
modern with linear fences. Nevertheless a reaserabtesponding reflection
of the south sector is drawn to suggest a conjaldayout of thesanctiorarea.

Vallum removed Gy \

i

e | removed

ig. 64 arrowntepl aerial view from the we
( Swan 1987)
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Fig. 6.5 Carrowntempl aerial view fron the soutf
(Swan 200z

Plate 616 Carrowntempl GOOGLE Earthmap February 20
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Conjectural reconstruction suggests a concentr@lum system. The
sanctissimusenclosure has been replaced by medieval linedli. The
semicircularsanctiorvallumis evident but thesanctus vallums not evident.
There has been a lot of interference withghactior/sanctissimus valluseen
on the ground (Plate 6.13) and from the aeriatgdraphs (Fig.6.4, 6.5, Plate
6.16).

Church Hill

i “F R 2 - &
Plate .17 Church Hill National Monumentarchives from nortr-east
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Plate .18 Church Hill from the wes

At Church Hill the enclosed pear shapear(ctissimusarea ofc. 0.1h lies
within a scarp on the north and west sidesmL andc. 1.5 mH (Plates 6.17,
6.18, 6.19). The scarp fades away before meetiiy dank ofc.LmH with a
slight ditch on its eastern (outer side) edge @ndast of the enclosure (Plate
6.20). The banlc.1mH continues on the south side of the ruins aitstone
faced linear ditch developing on the outsiddifh H and W) (Plate 6.21). This
bank develops into a steep scarp without stonedaaround the west face of
the ruins from where it continues as the scarpgatba north side (Plate 6.18 ).
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Plate 619 Church Hill sanctissimu sarp on the north si almost linea

The outline of thesanctissimuss very well defined by the platform. The linear
stone faced ditch and bank on the south side (BlatB cuts through the curve
of vallumand this, although not discernable on the groumduite clear from
the aerial photograph. The conjectural layout @& sanctissimus vallunis
reasonably certain (Fig. 6.6) since it coincideghwie scarp. The limit of the
sanctusor sanctior vallicannot be traced visibly. The natural boundaryhef
swamp and river from the south-east to the nortstteethe lake in the north is
probably thevallum The site was a bog island and was surrounded psjam

river and lake except for an arc on the south side.
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Plate 6.0 Church Hil  easernarcsanctissimu

| Plate 6.:1 Church Hill _linear bank and ditch cuts through vallum |
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Fig.6.6 Church Hill conjectura early medieval monastery” O.S may 1912

The north, east and south (cut by a linear modemmesfaced bank and ditch)
all indicate early medieval ecclesiastical sitendrat has been described as a
bog-island (Egaet.al.2005). Presumably tlganctus vallumwas defined by

the edge of the river, marsh and lake.
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Cuppanagh

In Cuppanaghhe curving arc of theallumto the east and south-east enclosing
the sanctiorarea appears to have been a slight drystone steuztaimensions
c.1mH byc. ImW (Plate 6.22, 6.24). Thallum is at present covered with
moss, brambles and hawthorn and is much collapg3late(6.24).

Plate 622 Cuppanag easterr arc ofvallurr

In places some large stones or rocks have beeeghlong the internal base
of thevallum as if these stones had been moved from the cearal to the
field headlands in a manner similar to developméntBallydawley but at an
earlier time. The removed stones in Cuppanagtsiaaler and more moss-
covered. Between theallum and the lake shore the ground is very steep,
rough, overgrown and impenetrable. The curved &rthe sanctior vallum
south of the road is clearly defined (Fig. 6.7, t®1&%.23) The original
sanctissimusrea has been replaced by later rectangular davelots. Recent
housing developments on the north side of the haa@ obliterated the arced
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boundary or field walls on that side. The graveylaad been extended recently

to the east and cuts through the arc of the festtewn on the O.S. maps.

T
2%
2%
B o 55
Secale 1y peal 831" S
AR i
Fig. 6.7 Cuppanagh conjecturalearly medievalmonastery25” O.S.may 191:

The original sanctissimusvallum and enclosure have been replaced by

medieval developments.

227



Chapter 6 Early medieval monastic sites in Co.@lanalysis and

discussion

Plate 623 Cuppanag GOOGLE Earth November 20:
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Drumcolumb
The ruins at Drumcolumb are of a later parish chuwehich was in use up to
the 19" century (Egaret al.,2005, 408-9), lie within a rectangular enclosuie o
bank, with irregularly placed hawthorns on the hodide, with several
disjointed ditches and drains, at a distance.@bm on the east and south
(Plate 6.25).

Only a small section of the originganctissimugnclosure can be discerned at
the west and south sector. This is shown in rededadline (Fig. 6.8). The
system of banks and ditches east and south-eagtitess complicated (Plate
6.28). Quite a large part of tkanctior vallum can be identified all around the
site by the line of the bank and ditch formatiota{® 6.27). This is also shown

in a red dotted line.

e N A )
Fig. 6.8 Drumcolumb conjectural arly medievalmonaster
6“ O.S. map 1914
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Some of thesanctus valluntan also be identified along the south and east on
the present townland boundaries and is shown Bdacontinuous line (Fig.
6.8).

@)

mfa;oogle

Imagery Date: Apr 28. 2005

Plate 6.2¢ Drumcolumi  GOOGLE Earth 201 from the sout-eas |

Eyean 21011 O
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Plate .27 Drumcolumb sanctiorvallun bank aninterna ditch on the
north side facing east

Al
- %

(4
e 4

ditch complexsoutt-east corne

Plate ¢.28 Drumcolumk
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Medieval developments have obliterated most ostrectissimus vallurand
enclosure. The encircling field system indicatedhectior vallumand the

sanctus vallunis suggested by unevenly enclosing hedges.

Kilboglashy
In Kilboglashy the conjecturaanctissimusenclosure lies within the terraced
area on the north-west of the site where the raoinhe Romanesque church

with graves now lie (Fig. 6.9, Plate 6.29).

Plate (. 9i|bog| shy y-er ruins on nor-west terrac (uppér le
with rough groundanctioron the east

This area now has some uncertain levels of tegaamd is much overgrown
but burials continue to this day. The outaHumsystemsanctusandsanctior,
lay on what is now cleared pasture to the soutthefroad and east of the
present graveyard which includes rough ground efatdte graveyard, north of
the road and bordering the river (Plate 6.30). fidélel boundaries shown on
25" O.S. map and referred to by Keeley (1998, FagB), have all been
removed with the exception of the boundary arounciiRiew Cottage in the
trees. One D-shaped enclosure is suggested byiiongy (bid., 4).
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- S

eloped field south of site aacross the roe

| Plate €30 Kilboglashy dev

Conjectural reconstruction of thallum system to the south and west of the
road based on the 25” O.S. map 1912 would suggestallum concentric D-
shaped foundation (Fig. 6.9) with the river with gteep banks forming the
straight sidedvallum system There appears to have been a definablectus

vallum.
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Kilcummin

Plate 6.31 Kilcummin scarp outside the nth wall
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This is a small graveyard not fully square o#0m with remnants of
rectangular church foundations. There is a suggesif a corresponding
former building on the scarp outside and alongnibith wall (Plate 6.31).
Otherwise there is nothing visible to suggest atyeaedieval monastic site.

T
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>Fig. 6.107 Kilcummin conjectural early medieval monastery O.S.maj1913

Kilvarnet North

Kilvarnet North graveyard, on the eastern end afoath-south ridge, was
extended in the mid-ﬁbcentury by enclosing land on the north side. This
extension encroached on ground that included aedulatpath shown on the
0.S. 25" map (Fig. 6.11). It would appear that temoved wall lay along a
scarp at a distance af 20m from the north wall of the church ruins (Blat
6.32). There appears to be a corresponding stepp sllong the south side of
the ruins (Plate 6.33).
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Plate6.32 Kilvarnet North scarp alog north side of ru

The land to the east of the present churchyard fovatts a two sided curve to a
distance ofc. 75m enclosed by drains and wetlands at a distahce 20 m
from the east wall of the church ruins (Fig. 6.R@&te 6.34, 6.35).

There are barely perceptable curvilinear banks annds along the curve and
also linear banks of similar dimensions runningt elsvn the slope which
could be former cultivation ridges. The edge of wetland to the north is the
townland boundary (Plates 6.34, 6.35).
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Plate .33 Kilvarnet North scarp along south side
ruins
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Fig. 6.11 Kilvarnet Nortt  conjecture early medievalmonaster25” O.S
map 1913
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. e

Plate 634 Kilvarnet Nortt SlOpI land with banks and ridg e of te g]

Since the land across the road on the west sidiheofyraveyard has been
greatly disturbed by recent developments, the ongible guide to the
conjectural layout of the monastery is what lieghe east of the graveyard
(Plate 6.34, 6.35, Fig. 6.11).

£ -u:

Plate 6.3t Kilvarnet North east end of enclost

There is very little visible on this site to confirrarly medieval monastic.
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Monasterredan

Monasterredan has at present a reconstru@tam (sanctissimus)f modern
stone built on an earthen or sod badgch is visible under the wall in two
sectors. Thivallumis now curvilinear and almost circular in planhaligh in
the earlier maps was depicted as polygonal. Theenamsome of the O.S.
maps is given asCashelnamanaistreach(stone wall boundary of the
monastery) which strongly suggests an early drgsentlosure. The southern

arc of thevallumis the townland boundary.
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Fig. 6.12 Monasterredal conjectural early mediev monastery on 250.S. my;191£
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It would appear that theanctior/sanctissimuslements lay within the present
drystonevallum There is a curved field system around the saetjqularly on
the north-west, but there is also a fragment onstheth of the site which
suggests aanctusenclosure . This has been indicated by a contmued line
(Fig. 6.12). The intervening parts are filled in &yotted red line (Fig. 6.12).
The conjectural reconstruction straddles the tomahlboundary which lies the
south of the site and coincides with tradlum.

Shancough

Early Medievalsanctissimuscarp |- ; : -

Plate 36 Shancoug outline ofsanctissimuenclosure lower scarp g bank (from soutt

In Shancough to the west of the site there areosecof walls and a revetment
of very large stones arranged roughly in an inekXteshape and covered with

Plate €37 Shancgh fragent ol
sanctissimu west of ruin:
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sod material. These form current field boundariégivcurve down hill to the
south and east (Plate 6.37, 6.38). This has bemached to form a field gap
(Plate 6.37). To the south of the ruins these aoenment linear scarps that
also suggest @allum(Plate 6.36).

| Plate ¢38 Shancoug sectionof sanctissimuwest of ruin |
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It appears that there was an oval shaped encleguich includes the present
site (Plate 6.39). The present medieval enclosasealrounded east end and an

in-curved south-west corner.
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Fig. 6.13 Shancough conjectursearly medievi Monaster 25" O.S.may 191:

The soil marks on the aerial photograph indicate\a shaped early medieval
vallum (Plate 6.39). The curvature of the field systemggests there were
three enclosures in successive developments onsitieis The more recent

enclosure is the present medieval construction hwlisc not coloured. The
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south-west corner respected the large curvilinealosure and did not cut into
the south-west which is shown by the double dottetland green curve. (Fig
6.13). It is also suggests that the earliest encéos/as that which is revealed
by the aerial photograph and shown by the red ddite. All indications are

of an original concentrigallumsystem of an early medieval monastery.

6.2 Observations on the vallum system in Co. Sligo

Norman and St. Joseph (1969) through their piongemwork on aerial
photography, showed the possibilities of identtima of the smaller early
medieval monasteries whose features were not adsierat ground level but
were discernable from a height. This approach whspt@d by Swan who
combined both aerial photography and Ordnance $unap work which led
to his particular method of identification of earyedieval monastic sites on
the ground. Swan (1983, 274) identified 12 featuttest are consistently
associated with early medieval monastic sitesataid. Hamlin (1992, 138-9)
also considered the problem and having referrethéoimportance of annals
and hagiography commented that identification ¢éssion the ground was
largely a matter for archaeology. Rynne (2005,&88jed four other features to
Swan’s list which are indicative of early medievabnastic sites i.e. the high
cross, sundial, round tower and stone cell. Nonth@fRynne additions apply
to the Sligo sites in this study. All but two of &ws features, namely
founder’'s tomb and pillar stone, are in evidencehese sites and these are
shown in Table 6.1. There are also other featunesr@ng from observations
of the Co. Sligo sites. These have not been coresidby Swan or Rynne.
These extra features are shown in Table 6.2. éd¢gnt the structural remains
of buildings on the Sligo sites are later than ¢hely medieval period. There
are no traces of a founder’s tomb, pillar stonghluross, sundial, round tower,

or stone cell in any of the sites studied in saZh Sligo.
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When enumerating features to identify early mediemanastic sites, Swan
headed the list with ‘evidence @&llum of the ‘curvilinear enclosures’ and
also the ‘various forms’ (Swan 1983, 269) but @bof the features appear on
any one site. These are presented in Table 5.thétethe ‘pillar stone’ nor
‘founder’s tomb’ are evident in any of the siteslao are omitted from Table
6.1. Swan referred to ‘lines of field fences’ asoil mark or vegetation
pattern’ (ibid., 273). Both fence lines and vegietamarks have been used in

this study of the Sligo sites.

Interpretation of the early medieval monastic siteist include also a
consideration of théri-vallum system ofsanctus sanctior and sanctissimus
Swan did not refer to this. Teanctusvas important for the maintenance and
self-suffiency of the monastery and t&lumwas not as important spiritually
or physically as theanctiorandsanctissimusThesanctus vallunis not much

in evidence and quite often is absent. $hactissimuson the other hand, was
the most important area and consequently the fotattention when medieval
developments took place. In the medieval developsnéne curvilineawvallum
was replaced by a rectangular one and in many sitgsfragments remained
of the original curvilineasanctissimusThe rectangular enclosure now marks

the position of the formesanctissimus

The main indication of an early medieval monasisrg curvilinear pattern of
field boundaries and these have been observed liydBwley, Carnyara,
Carrowntemple, Church Hill, Cuppanagh, Drumcolumidpnasterredan,
Shancough. Discernable distinctions of saactus, sanctioandsanctissimus
are not always clearly visinl& here is no evidence of curvilinear system in

Kilcummin and very little in Kilvarnet North (Table.1).

The following forms ofvallum have been observed :-

e drystone in Ballydawley, Carrowntempkaqction)
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stone and rubble covered by earth in Carrowntengid

Shancough

e internal ditch with bank and thorn, Church Hill and
Drumcolumb

e low stone wall with scrub, Cuppanagh

e scarp with ditch, Church Hill

e simple curving fragment of low bank, Carnyara

e the field system has been removed in recent times i
Kilboglashy but scrutiny of O.S. maps strongly sesjgD-
shapedrallum system of drystone

e some terracing with revetment is evident in Ballybyy,

Carrowntemple and Kilboglashy

In Ballydawley there are substantial parts of aj@oerd sanctior/sanctissimus
system still in existance. There is no visible ewice of medieval
developments even though there are referenceslierdfi Graveyard in the
O.S. maps. The eastern arc of slaactisimus vallurhas been removed but the
scarp is visible on the ground. The former positierdepicted on the O.S.
maps and the soil/vegetation marks are evidertiaragrial view. In Carnyara,
the rectangular enclosure was built but left a sagnof arc almost enclosing
but a distance apart from the enclosure. This wa$ @f the sanctissimus
vallum and is now a shallow bank. In Carrowntemple thdeeclopment left
substantial parts of theanctissimus vallunio the west and north although
these have been interfered with in recent timesCuppanagh the present
graveyard is positioned where tlsanctissimuswas. A fence line of the

curvilinearsanctus/sanctiovallumremains.

In Drumcolumb the medieval developments includé@@ment of the original
sanctissimus vallumwhich is now evident in the south-west corner. In

Kilboglashy there are no traces of thenctissimuwallum. Presumably it lay
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beneath the Romanesque church now in ruins. Therena traces of the
sanctissimusvallum in Kilcummin. Arguably there are traces of the
sanctissimusallum outside the east wall of the graveyard in KilvarNerth.

In Shancough a section of thkanctissimusemains as a farm wall to the west
and some sections of scarps are evident alongsabéh of the medieval
enclosure. At Church Hill the site was not changetien the later
(Romanesque) church was built on the existing @iatf The scarp and ditch is
visible in the south-west, west and north sideshefplatform. The east side

has a bank with thorn.

Identification of sections of theanctissimus vallurparts are reasonably clear
in Ballydawley, Carnyara, Carrowntemple, Churchl,HDrumcolumb and
Monasterredan. Because of the destruction o$éimetissimusthesanctiorand
sanctusfragments are important in identification at Cupgmgm Drumcolumb,
Kilboglashy where there is cartographic evidencly.ohhere is also evidence
of the concentric arrangement ofvallum system (Carrowntemple, Church
Hill, Drumcolumb, Kilboglashy and Shancough) and oonjoined

(Ballydawley).

vallumfabric

The fabric of thesallumvaries from the substantial to the slight. Thgfnants

of thesanctissimus vallunm Carrowntemple indicate a large earthen structure
with mixed rubble core (Plate 6.12, 6.13).
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Plate 6.40 Drumcolum curvingvallurr of Plate 6.41 Drumcolum sanctiorvallurr
sanctiorbank and ditch bank and ditch

In the other sites in Sligo where thallumis not drystone, the banks are slight
structures being less thamlmH and c.ImW (Church Hill Plates 6.20,
Drumcolumb 6.27, 6.40, 6.41) where there are ordgds of a ditch except
where drainage appears important and is functioagm Drumcolumb (Plates
6.40, 6.41). It is of course possible that futumgestigations would reveal
evidence of a ditch as excavations have done iedéfdadrum, Co. Tipperary
(Manning 1984), Millockstown, Co. Louth (Manning 8%, Dunshaughlin,
Co. Meath (Simpson 2005) and Clonmacnoise, Co.lWfféurphy 2003)
One could reason that when a ditch was dug a waskouilt from the dug-out
material which then settled to a corresponding dsmns ofc.1m to 2 m in
height and width and in the course of time becosiiesd in or back-filled. The

excavated ditch in Clonmacnoise (Fig. 3.17) hadedisions of 3.7 m in depth
and 6m-1.5m W (Murphy 2003, 13).

| Plate 43 Carrowﬁtemplvallurr bank

Plat .44 Churc iIIvaIIu stone faced bn on outh s
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In Ballydawley thesanctioVsanctissimusvallum is comprised of drystone
walls with, in the main, the larger stones in tbhevér courses and there is a
strong revettment on the south sector (Plates541,6.7) There is a slightly

less substantiaanctus vallunalso of drystone construction

Extent of the enclosed area within vallum

Some indications of the extent of the internal av@hin a site and the number
of concentric enclosures are shown in Table 6.2e Tbnjectural inner
enclosure ganctissimus varies from 4.3h at Ballydawley to 9h at
Carrowntemple, 18h at Monasterredan. Conjecturafly Carnyara the
sanctissimusenclosure could be 2h. Theanctior vallumin Drumcolumb is
clearly identifiable as concave arcs in the fietwhbdaries which are built of
slight earthen banks with hawthorn

trees interspersed with modern wooden paling amd. Wwhe enclosed areas of
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Site Ballydawley Camyara Carrown- Church | Cuppanagh| Drum- Kilcummin | Kil- Kilvarnet Monasterredan  Shancoud
m temple Hill columb boglashy | North
Raised ground N N N N N N
Aspect S S S SE S S SE SE S S
Ridge EW EW EW NS EW
Internal terracing N N
Revetment N N J
Annexe N J
Medieval activity N N N N N N N

Table 6.2 Some additional features observed tmh@mon in south Sligo early medieval monastic sites
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Site | Bally- | Carn- | Carrown | Church | Cupp- | Drum- Kil- Kil- Kilvarnet | Monast- | Shan-| Innish | Killeder Nen- Reask Moyne,
Feature dawley | yara | -temple | Hill anagh | columb | boglashy | cummin | North erredan | cough | murray | dadrum drum Galway

Ridge N N N N

Drystonevallum N ~ N ) N J

Large boulders in

lower course N v v v

Bank v S E v

H, W 2,2 2,7? 2,2

Ditch: H, W 1.8;2.8.

Enclosure-h 4.3 2 9 9 68 13 13 18 8 4 0.2 1.3

Burial:
current, past p c,p c,p c

c
Saint (native) N N N N
Boundary;Td, N N | N

Patron day N p

Leacht
(Mass stone) \ N

Internal division 2 1 2

Terrace, face ?

Cealltnach p

Field system N

Radiating

Medieval banks N

<
el |=] [=
3 P23 B Y B R I
<
<
2lelel<]

Medieval ruins N

River nearby

< |22 <
<
< <= <

Annexe N N

Pear shape N N N

Table 6.3 Check list of characteristic featuresarly medieval ecclesiastical sites in Sligo atiter counties
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sanctissimus, sancticand sanctusin Drumcolumb are calculated a$8h. In
general the area enclosed by the conjectamattsor vallumvaries from 1.3h to
68h. The estimates for the 11 sites include athefconjectural enclosures e.g.
sanctus sanctior and anctissimusvhereas only theanctissimugnclosures are

generally included in reported sites elsewheredtand.

In Table 6.3 some comparisons are made betweeSlithe sites and elsewhere

in Ireland

e earthen banks are more frequent in Sligo
e the enclosure size is more varied in Sligo
e post medieval burials are more common in Sligo

e more medieval ruins and enclosures in Sligo

Some details of 16 sites outside Co. Sligo are showTable 6.3. Nendrum,
encloseg. 3h, Millockstown, Moyne and Kiltiernan 1.6h. The rest vary from
0.1h to 0.4h. The areas of the enclosures in Ggo @bpear to vary from 4.5h to
9h. However the outer curved fragments are nalyeawelated and conjectural
areas are not reliable. This compares with Co.Ketrere O Carragain (2005,
129) reported that of 66 Early Medieval monastsites in Dingle and lveragh,
the majority had an eartherallum enclosing on average 0.1h. O'Sullivan and
Sheehan (1996, 246) reporting on the Iveragh pelaineported that 25 sites
with either earthen or stomallum enclosed an average-oD.1h.

The average enclossdnctissimusrea in the 11 Co. Sligo sitescis0.2 h. This

could be accounted for by the poor quality of lavitich was made available
and its location on an island in a marsh. The lonaand limited resources
meant a subsistance existence with help from elsewperhaps its mother
house. The resources were certainly very limited #me soil poor. The
communities were undoubtedly small. It is also fmeghat the regional or local
norm was that of smaller monasteries. There wereiefier some large

developed monasteries at Ballydawley, Carrownterapk Kilboglashy. When
251



Chapter 6 Early medieval monastic sites in Co.@lanalysis and
discussion
considering area enclosed vgllumone should be aware that some calculations
could be ofsanctissimusalone, whilst others were of bosanctissimusand

sanctior

Burial Area

Eight of the 11 sites in south Co. Sligo have eni#e of burial whether
continuing at present, up to recently, or have @asad memories of children’s
burial. There is no surface evidence in any ofdibes of early medieval burials.
Swan (1985, 274) in his list of features of earlgdieval monastic sites does not
enlarge on the times or periods of burial. Of tltessonly Carnyara and
Shancough have no evidence of burial. Although atn¢ara there is a
rectangular moundc@B00m distant to the north of the site) which isdsa be
the remains of an O’Hara mausoleum (Owen Lee-lamdeopers. comn). In
Ballydawley the O.S. maps have the laKdleran Graveyardwith the word
(Disused)in all but the 1837 edition. There is now no trat¢his graveyard. In

thesanctissimusrea there are references to children’s burials.

Placenames and native saint
The Drumcolumb entry in the O.S. Lettecsl836) reads:
‘parishDrum Cholluman old church in ruins said to have been founded
by St. Columbcille’
‘there is old well calledobar Collum (Cille)’
‘a figure or an image of a man made of stone thbtagyhe a figure of
the saint’, and ‘there is a tradition of reverete&t. Colum’
(O.Sttees €.1836); Egaret.al.(2005, 408).
There is local lore of a ‘giant’s grave’ (John Boely-land-ownerpers. comn).
Perhaps Kilcummin refers to St. Caeman or Coemgénhiat is not at all clear
(Egan et.al., 2005, 412). The placename Ballydawley refers to fanmily
Dawley (J. Collery-land owngoers. comn) and Carnyara refers to the burial
place of the family O’Hara, e.gCarn-i-Ara (Bert O’Hara - land ownepers.
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comm). Kilvarnet North could refer to someone calleebBhat or Varney of the

O’Hara family but that is not clear.

The word elemerKil or Cill- appears in Kilcummin, Kilboglashy and Kilvarnet
North thus indicating a church association. SinylarempleandMonasterthe
placename elements in Carrowntemple and Monastareeampeal
Manistea) also indicate a church association. Church Halsweferred to as
Cloon-o-hill (the cleared space of the Yew) and it is alsoedalnoc-an-
Teampuil(the hill of the church). The present name isrtyea later appellation.
Shancough (the old hollow) has an earlier non-s@dtical name. There are
very few saints associated with the studied siteth® placenames. The lack of
associated saints could perhaps suggest that thastesies in question lacked
in prestige or influence where there had never beerabbot or scholar of
renown or relics to attract pilgrimage. It couldsalbe the case that the
foundation was a daughter house correspondingetarihdern ‘chapel of ease’
to provide communal gparuchial services to the laity within the recognised or
accepted zone of influencgefmor) of an unnamed mother house. The
foundation could have been an eremetic monasterigeomitage of the type
which intrigued Henry (1957, 154-8). The absenca s&int’'s name could also
be explained simply by the fact that modest momksurn were replaced by
others equally modest. It is also possible thaite faving been abandoned
through falling numbers through plague or lack otations, passed into lay
occupancy where there were no interests in maingia monastic tradition,

given that it is easy to forget or ignore a renataaccessible bog island.

Medieval developments

Medieval developments of rectangular stone chunchvallumhave taken place
in all but one of the sites i.e. Ballydawldn turn these medieval developments
have been removed in more recent times in CarngacahMonasterredan. In

some sites parts of the medieval developments reamitraces or ruins as in
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Carrowntemple, Church Hill, Cuppanagh, Kilcumminilbkglashy, Kilvarnet
North and Shancough.

Structural remains

There are naearly medieval structures above ground in any efdites under
study. The structural remains that do exist arei@ewved rectangular enclosures
of stone with mortar or ashlar. These now consisstauctural ‘palimpsests’
which conceal or replace the early medieval devalmms. In such
circumstances tracing the earlier curvilineallum poses difficulties. The
church ruins found in Carrowntemple (Plate 6.4%) iay-covered in the north-
west cornec. 3m in height of uncoursed limestone with mortarisTik thought
to be the old parish church of Kilfree (Eganal. 2005, 405). Later medieval
developments left a platform with scarps which aoev revetted on both east
and south sides of the present ruins. In Church(Fliate 6.46) there are remains
of the west wall €. 7m in length) with remnants of the north and souétis of
ruins considered to have been Romanesque. In Cagpam almost complete
rectangular structurec( 10m in length, c. 6mW and c. 2mH) of coursed
sandstone is greatly concealed with ivy and brisr©rumcolumb the remains
of a small church are crumbled and covered withawg briars (Plate 6.48).
Larger building stones of limestone are visibl¢hat lower course.

Plate 6.45 Carrowntemple ivy-clad Plate 6.46 Church Hill from north-east
and moss grown

The ivy-covered ruins of Kilboglashy (Plate 6.47vimg an interior length

c.20m and interior widtlt.8m are on a terraced height on the north-west corne
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of the riverside site. There is a Romanesque dopok&vo orders which has 11
voussoirs with eroded faces and a rubble filledisgmoular space over the lintel
resting on the capitals. The ruins of the medi@aalsh church Kilvarnet North
(interior lengthc.11m, interior widthc.6m) are in a dangerously dilapidated
condition (Plate 6.49 ). The south wall has a g@m@nd a round headed
doorway which is not ashlar. The ruins lie withigeveyard which has been
recently extended. This was a parish church andcedsd with the Knights
Templars (Egaet.al.2005, 417). Shancough (Plate 6.50) rests ontfopiaon

a crest of an east-west ridge. The two chamberedless ruins (interior

dimensions.18m byc.8m) were a late medieval parish churithd(, 423).

g g 3 4 i :
Plate 647 Kilboglashy Romanesque doorw Plate6.48 Drumcolumb from soutt-
east

Faint traces of buildings are found in Kilcumminar@yara and are only
reported in Monasterredan. There are no visiblelding remains in

Ballydawley.
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Plate 50 Shancough from ortr-es

Plate €49 Kilvarnet North south fac

Holy wells

Only Ballydawley and Kilvarnet North have referesade holy wells and both
are dried or filled in. In Ballydawley the dryingowf the well followed the

knocking of an adjacent ash tree in a storm in cately recent years (J.
Collery-land owner pers. comn). In Kilvarnet North the site of the well had
been noted to the north-east in early maps bulatet. There are now no visible
surface indications of the well site (Josie McKiekr- land owner -pers.

comm).

Bullaun stones

Bullauns are particularly associated with early meal monastic foundations.
A single bullaun stone is found in Church Hill aadtriple bullaun stone in
Drumcolumb both inside thesanctissimusvallum (Plates 6.51, 6.52). The
Monasterredan bullaun is outside thenctissimus vallunand the Kilcummin

bullaun is referred to (Egaet.al.2005, 412).
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S A g i
Plate ¢51 Drumcolumt triple bullaun | Plate €52 Church Hill bullaun embedde
stone placed on cross base

Inscribed slab

Inscribed slabs 13 in number have been uncoveradrimal graveyard activities
in Carrowntemple and are now in the National Muse@fitneland. Facsimiles of
12 are fixed to the revetment of thanctissimus vallur(Plate 6.53, 6.54). The

significance of the number of the slabs has noh lexglained

- A : w45 S s 8
RO TN ey

Plate 653 Carrowntemple facsimiles of uncovere| Plate ¢.54 Carrowntemple¢ inscribed
inscribed slabs set against reveadctissimus stone
vallum

or an interpretation of the designs. The preseltfhs that they are associated
with early medieval burial (Wallace and Timoney 198imoney 2002). They
had been discovered in thganctior enclosure on the south side of the
sanctissimusrea. A base of high cross is to be seen in Ballely and also in

Drumcolumb. The ‘Bishop’s Stone’ at Ballydawleynist inscribed.
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Proximity to townland border

Most of the early medieval monastic sites are aotffom what were in a later
period designated as townland boundaries. Howememe 0f thevalli are part
of the townland, or county boundary such as Kilasgly on the south bank of
the river which is the boundary for townland, bay@nd diocese (Fig 6.14);
Monasterredan (Fig. 6.15) where the boundary of th&awnland
Tawneymucklagh is part of trganctissimusallumy Carrowntemple borders the
Doon townland on the east, Co. Mayo west and saathCo. Roscommon on
the south-east. The townland boundary lies orséimetiorvallumon the south-
east of the site (Figure 6.16). Cuppanagh is oe kslhore (L. Gara) and is
bounded by Co. Roscommon and the Sligo townlandd#la and Cultydangan

are to the north and east.
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The other sites are not too far from boundariesarhe kind: Church Hill is
close to and surrounded by the river Clearagh andemmed in by the six
townlands Moyrush, Clooncase, Cloonaclogha, Bram¥gh, Cloondarraga and
Lisnagore; Kilcummin is on the lower south-east @idhe townland which
stretches high up the mountainside and is withioogp of the river Moy on

south-east, south and west.
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The proximity of the early medieval monastic steatdefined current boundary
could be interpreted as a lingering recognitioradforder of some kind which
existed in early medieval times (O Ridi&72). Hurley (1982, 311) has pointed
out that tribal boundaries were not defined andewaptoriously fluid’. An
interpretation of the phenomenon of the proximityearly medieval monastic
sites to modern townland boundaries could be exgthby the existance of a
boundary in the past however vague being at armdistdrom the centre of
activity of the area which was later to be defireesl a townland. It is also

possible that monks sought solitude at a distaram® the centre of activity and
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that these sites had been undervalued becausenofaress. It is also possible
that in these uncertain areas the monasteries rhadira of sanctuary and were
automatically protected from harm. It must alsoendeen clear that they were
not worth interfering with as they were obvioustop.

Souterrain

The featuresouterrain appeared in Swan’s list. The wosduterrain derives
from the French wordsousandterrain meaning respectively under and ground.
They are usually referred to &Sdve in the O.S. maps. It is now accepted that
souterrairs date from the second part of the first milleniand manuscript text
references date from the beginning of the secorigmum (Clinton 200122-

3). The functions could have been storage of vaddsabr food, habitation or
refuge (bid., 15-6, 59). Souterains have in the past beerceted with church
sites (bid., 47-8). Although this close association has kesmpered by recent
discoveries obouterrairs in non-monastic locations, the link between mboas
site andsouterrairs still exists (Clinton 2001,18, 45-6).

Souterrairs have been uncovered in Carnyara where theretwerepenings in
the field boundary (National Monuments ArchivesheTword Cave appeared

in the O.S. maps from 1888 and is noted in Egfaa. (2005, 404). The opening
is now filled in (Owen Lee - land ownelpers. comn). Eganet al. (2005, 406)
report twosouterrairs in Carrowntemple, one inside and the other oatthe
sanctissimusvallum and these have also been examined by Wallace and
Timoney (1987). Asouterrainwas reported in Church Hill in a field to the west
and there are also reports of a posssmeterrainin a pasture to the east at
Kilcummin (Eganet.al. 2005, 412). Several heavy baulks of timber cover th
entrance to thesouterrainin Monasterredan (Plate 6.55). Twouterrairs are
reported in the north-east and north-west secto8hancough. Shancough was
associated with St. Patrick through thepartite Life of Patrick(Clinton 2001,
149-50). There are no reports sduterrairs in Ballydawley, Cuppanagh or

Drumcolumb. There are to date 248uterrairs discovered in south Co. Sligo
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(Eganet.al. 2005, 313). Of these 56% are associated with ritgjf@a further
20% with cashels and 16% in isolated positions. fdmaining 8% possible
associations with ecclesiastical sitésis possible that Swan, at the time, was

mislead by the reported ocurrences near early maldmonasteries. It is now

afrm

Plate ¢55 Monasterreda Souterrair

clearthat souterrains are largely secular in origin.

Patron day observances
Holy Well observances have until recently been ireBallydawley (P. O'Brien
— local historian pers.comn).and at Church Hill on the™or 5" of June, (K.
Gormley - local residentpers. comm). At Shancough the Patron Day "28uly
at St. James’s Welllpbar S. Seujrwas observed in the past (P. McDonough —
land-owner pers. comn). There are no reports of a standard ritual gtcdrithe
sites but one does get the impression that onljaityeare involved. Presumably
some customary expressions of devotion were obdeiveappears that the
occasion was regarded as an outing for the extefadeity and community with
games and entertainment.
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6.3 Sligo features extra to Swan'’s list

It has already been noted that 10 of the 12 festihv@t Swan associated with
early medieval monastic sites have been reportdteatites under this study. Of
this list only two have not been encountered amdeahare the founder's tomb
and founder’s pillar stone. Swan has been vinditatghat the findings of this
survey in south Sligo support his list. There apgvéver other characteristics
emerging from observation of the 11 sites in sd@th Sligo which could be
considered. These were not noted by Swan (198Ryane (2005). These are
shown in Table 6.1 and include:-

- all sites raised above surroundings

- five sites on ridge or hill above bog or marsh

- two sites on occurs at bog island

- internal terracing occurs at two perhaps thresssit

- revetment occurs at the two sites with terracing

- afunnel shaped intrusion (annexe) intadumoccurs at two sites

- evidence of post - early medieval developmentsusd at nine sites.

Site location on ridge

Some sites are located on a ridge, bog island Ipram ground which is at a
higher level than the immediate surroundings. Thiagsraises the question
whether this is a phenomenon relating to Sligo @lonwas it simply a response
to availability of suitable land. In the catalogag sites the height above sea
level have been converted to metres. This informmatiowever is of limited
value in understanding the site in terms of thexipnate terrain where the
important issue is the height above the naturdébat river or stream. The early
O.S. maps show apparent empty spaces or indicafofsrmer lakes. Later
editions show linear field divisions and linear {moeandering) drains which
suggest land drainage schemes in the intervemmegti There are also anecdotal
references to wells ‘drying up’. This could suggtstt early medieval monastic
sites were surrounded by marsh, bog or water vétlying degrees of access to

good land such as Kilcummin. Some of these sites aar ridges such as
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Drumcolumb, Kilvarnet North and Shancough or a =and like Church Hill.
This could suggest deliberate siting on places kntavbe consistently above
water level, even though surrounded by periodiodlog or marshes. This could
also suggest the deliberate policy of choosing ssitds In order to ensure
privacy. Perhaps these were the only sites availabthe locality. However, if
isolation was a major factor in selecting the #ken placenames lik@isert- or
Inis- might be expected. Shancough is unusual in thaghmn a ridge the site is
looked up to from mid-distance but is looked dowrfram the high road on the
south. The land ridge sites are mainly east-wesemxKilvarnet North which
has a north-south orientation with the site onrtbghern end sloping to the east

and must have been cold.

Aspect of site

Other sites are not placed on ridges but are othslaging slopes with good
land such as Ballydawley, Carnyara, Kilboglashy, rr@antemple and

Cuppanagh. Most of the sites under study have #hsmusouth-east aspect.
There is an old farming tradition that south facsigpes are warmer, have
earlier growth in Spring and consequently are nan@ductive. Site location

suggests that some deliberation was involved irsétection or granting of land.

Internal divisions or terracing

In this study the early medieval monastery at Re@sk Kerry (Fanning 1981,
71) is regarded as a paradigm consisting of a eimgllum enclosing both
sanctissimusand sanctior where an internal division by a wall or a bank
separates one from the other. In other sites dircultf territory, such as at
Skellig Michael the internal divisions are by meafserracing with supporting
revettment. In Ballydawley lower south part of tle®njoined sanctior
sanctissimuwallum, is revetted. The internal divisions are achievgdhe use
of internal walls similar to Reask except that ¢hare two internal dividing
walls in the west and the east sectors. Partiedd&rg occurs in Carrowntemple

and Kilboglashy. That the east sector wasdhectissimuss indicated by the
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present monuments. There is also an agaactus vallumin Carrowntemple the
north-west section of the site is at a higher ldyat. 2m and is revetted now on
the southern and eastern margins by linear stares fan Kilboglashy where the
site is on a slope there is a similar arrangemdnpeshaps three terraces
supported by inconspicous revettment on the nodstvgector. In Kilcummin
there is a scarp.1m in height outside the present north wall and #gems to
continue around the east side and to the soutlim#as scarp occurs inside the
present graveyard on the same height and appeaamespond in height and
continuity. All of this suggests an earlier rectalag enclosure larger than, and
not exactly corresponding with, the present graseyand resting on a natural
rock platform which had been exploited. In KilvatrNorth there is a scarp
running east-west in a position corresponding ®ftrmer straight line of the
north wall of the enclosure. There is a correspumditeep slope on the south
side. The significance of this feature is not cleatn Drumcolumb and
Shancough there appear to be stones buttressingpfie side of the bank on
the south side of the ruins. However these twcs diteve been subjected to
developments of a later period when this featw®uoed. The conclusion that
one can reach is that the internal divisions ant¥aacing that had been built

according to the site could have been removed tineeyears.

Annexe

On the O.S. maps there is a depiction on the oudlum to the west of
Ballydawley and also to the west of Drumcolumb ofeature rather like an
opening out of a modern entrance to property (Egus.17, 6.18). In both
instances closer inspection on the ground was oggiple because of shrubs and

briars. The significance is not apparent.

Early medieval monasteries in Sligo and elsewihetesland
Table 6.2 compares some early medieval monastiaresaof Sligo and some of

the rest of the country. The estimates of the esatlarea are unreliable because
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of uncertainty about what was being measured anattd whether it isanctus,
sanctior or sanctissimusand whether thevallum system is concentric or

conjoined.
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High crosses do not have an even geographic sgheadghout the country.
There are none in the counties of Limerick, Ke@ark or Waterford. Apart
from Drumcliff, Co. Sligo, two in Co. Galway andcauster in Co. Clare, high
crosses are found mainly in a broad band from soipgerary to north-east Co.
Donegal and east of the country (Harbison 1994;11®igh crosses in Ireland
date from two phases in the later part of the eaxdgieval periodipid., 13). It
would appear that high crosses are found on whed e@nsidered to be wealthy
and well endowed sites. At Ballydawley there is Bishop’s Stone’ which is
plain upright rough surfaced slad.5m in height and at Drumcolumb there is

the stone said to be part of a small high cross.

Additional commentson on the Co. Sligo sites.
Features not commented on by Swan or Rynne arershowable 6.2. At
present the structural remains of buildings on$hgo sites are later than the
early medieval period. There are no traces of adets tomb, pillar stone, high
cross, sundial, round tower, or stone cell in ahyhe Sligo sites. Regional or
zonal differences in the layout and inclusions ohastic foundations may occur
where different traditions of building early medatwnonasteries had developed
or were adopted in different parts of the coun8gme people have argued that
the layout of early Irish monasteries did not adhier a fixedschemawhilst
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othershaveacknowledged this and in so doing have acceptegabeibility of
zoning (Jenkins 2010, 5). Whilst the Ballydawleydat in general corresponds
with that of Reask variations in other sites alsour. The sacredséanctissimus
area in Reask was in the eastern sector defingtebgirc of thevallumand one
curving internal dividingvallum The sanctior was the western sector and west
of the internal dividingvallum In Ballydawley the sacred aresa(ctissimus
was also defined by an internal drystoradlum and like Reask in the eastern
sector where the ‘Bishop’s Stone’ stands, the lbdsehigh cross and children’s
graveyard are now sited. There is however anotiternal dividingvallum in
the western sector in Ballydawley. The outer pdrthe easterrsanctissimus

vallumhas been removed in recent times.

At Carrowntemple the sacred area was within dhectissimu®n a terrace on
the north-west sector and in Kilboglashy the saarea was on the raised north-
west sector. It is clear that local consideraticggarding terrain and resources
were considered. The issue of regionality has béssn addressed briefly in the
discussion on drystone churches and regional igemti Corcu Duibne, Co.
Kerry (O Carragain 2010, 49). An implicit ‘canon pianning’ is not accepted
by all scholars (Jenkins 2010, 5). Drystone stmasuother than theallum,
have survived in large numbers in south-west leelkhenry 1957) but there are
no references to any in Egast al. 2005. There are several references to
‘clochan’ in Byrneet al. (2009). Neither are there references in south @go S

to corbels or corbelling or to founder’s tomb oligui

Concluding remarks

Firstly thevallum system of each of the 11 Sligo early medieval mtiosites
was considered in turn and the features of tladlum system described and
commented on. A conjectural ground plan of eachdvatted. After that section
all of the remaining features on Swan'’s list wascdssed in relation to its

occurrence on the Sligo sites. Other features noBwan’s list were also
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described and discussed. All of this material weesgnted in Tables 6.1, 6.2,
6.3 and 6.4.
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Features Vallum Vallum | Vallum Site
drystone. | bank earth & excavated | Drystone Ditch; Bank Area h Souter-
Site drystone H; W D; W H; W rain
Ballyallaban 1 N 1 0.2
Caherlehillane 1 N 0.5 0.1
Church Is. N 1.5, 1.5 0.3
Clonmacnoise N 3.7;
6-1.5
Dunshaughlin N 2.3;
45-1.2
High Island 1 1;3 0.1
lllaunloughan 1 0.5
lllauntannig
Innishmurray. N 2.4
Killederdadrum N 28:16( 7 3 0.2 N
Kilmacoo 3 N
Kiltiernan 1 N 1.6
Millockstown 1 N 0.6; 1.4 0.3
Millockstown 3 N 1.4;3 1.7
Moyne 1 N 1.6; 2 1.5
Mulling 2
Nendrum 3 N 3:2 0.3
Reask N N 1.5;2.2 0.2
66 majority N 0.1
(O Carraigain
2008.)
25 typical N N 0.1
(Fanning
1981(b)

Table6.4 Features of somearly medieve monastic sites outside Sli
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Chapter 7 Early medieval monastic sites in Co. Sla
conclusions

Introduction

This minimal technology work is a study of publidhenaterials on and
topography of the early medieval monastalum system in Ireland. It draws
largely on the experiences of others such as Hémep7), O'Kelly (1958),
Fanning (1981), MacDonald (2001), Jenkins (2010pnMng (1984, 1985,
1986, 1987), Sheehan (2001), O’Sullivan and O @aira(2008), O’'Sullivan
and Sheehan (1996) and O Carragain ( 2005, 2Qf@articular influence was
Swan (1983) who identified the characteristic feaduof early medieval
monastic foundations in the modern Irish landscd@pat work is the core of this
study. The list of 12 features characteristic & ¢arly medieval monastery was
headed by theallumwhich was identified by curvilinear nature of extéield
boundaries which were shown by O.S. maps and alssolh and vegetation
marks. Norman and St. Joseph (1969) and Mould (18&#& through aerial
photographs drawn attention to the importance dfssw vegetation marks as
well as the curvilinear nature of boundaries. T8tisdy has particular reference
to the vallum system and Swan’s thesis on the identificationthe early
medieval monastic sites by the curvilinear natdrgedd boundaries and also to
the other features in that list. Swan (1983) emigskdsthat not all sites have all
twelve of the features. His work has been upheldhits/study which found the
curvilinear nature of field boundaries as well dkkat two of the other

characteristic features in the Sligo sites.

MacDonald (2001) and Jenkins (2010) drew attentionthe presence and
importance of the three-foldallum system. Thevallum as a sign of liminality
has been of importance in the social and religimoses through the ages. The
vallum having a symbolic function did not need to be, @@d not in general, a
massive structure. The function of tkallum was to indicate to all, in a

recognisable manner, a boundary or liminality betwesacred places and
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profane which was to be respected by all. In threedehe cenobitic monastery
was enclosed by a slight rectangwalum of earth and stonéiat could be
easily stepped over. The essential nature of theasi@ system moved from
Egypt through Gaul, and when noted in Ireland m ¢kntury after St. Patrick,
the now familiar curvilinear monasti@llum system had been developed. This is
comprised of the outermost enclosurganctugholy), the in-between enclosure
- sanctior (holier) and the innermost enclosurganctissimugmost holy). The
most common form of the three-foldllum system is that of lona and described
by Adomnain, which consisted of concentric spadgeecircular or oval. There
were variations of the three-foldallum system guided, apparently, by local
conditions. Such a system was revealed in Reask, Kéory where the
sanctus/sanctissimuspaces were conjoined within a curvilineallum and
separated from each other by an intervallum which was either linear or
curved. Quite often the outermosanctusvallum has disappeared or perhaps

never existed originally.

Access to the sanctior, and particularly the sasgtius, enclosures was
reserved for privileged persons and denied to thdg®ut permission. It was in
the innermost area - tlganctissimus that the church, the founder’s tomb and,
in later times, the high cross and round tower vegteated. Thesanctissimus
enclosure was the sacred locus. Access tcdinetior enclosure was reserved
for those less privileged who carried out the lesgrous duties of the
monastery. Thesanctusor outermost enclosure was the area for those who
carried out the mundane duties of maintenance,ifigrand animal and crop
husbandry. Each area was enclosed lwallum. The sanctissimus vallurwas
the most impressive structure of the three althcummecessarily massive. The
sanctior vallumwas less impressive and thenctus vallumvas the slightest and
sometimes only hinted at by strange arcs at a rtistdrom the site as in
Carnyara and Carrowntemple. The remnants of ghactissimus valliof
Carrowntemple and Ballydawley are impressive, trenér of a high and wide

earthen bank surmounted by thorn and the lattdrystone construction.
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Henry (1957) had been puzzled by the many instamdesmall monastic
foundations in the environs of south-west Kerry aodsidered that they were
offshoots or daughter houses of larger monastdrdaging noted that ‘As a rule
there is a wall around the main group of building$ie continued that the wall
was in a crumbling state and not thicker than alnary fort. Although Henry,
like others, was concerned about the features witie enclosed space and the
overall size, she did not give dimensions or adieravallum systemshe did
however refer to the commonality of the occurreofca dividing wall within an
enclosurgibid., 154)

Fanning'’s report (1981) on Reask, Co. Kerry, i® @isre to this study. His work
revealed two enclosures (which can be identifiedaxctior and sanctissimups
within the vallum and separated from each other by an internal Seshap
drystonevallum The conjoined system was also adopted in Ballye\aw here
were variations. In very steep terrain such asligkblichael, Co. Kerry, the
sacred areas were abutted by separate conjoingedsatd terraces. There were
variations of both approaches in Sligo in Ballydeyv{conjoined), Drumcolumb
(concentric) and there were also semi-terraced b@gilashy and

Carrowntemple) where the ground is sloped.

This study also draws attention to the importantethe vallum itself, its
morphology and particularly its significance as @utdary which marked a
sacred area. The structure of ttadlum could be an internal ditch with external
bank surmounted by a hedge. Such a structure cbeldlarge as in
Carrowntemple or commonplace as in Carnyara ancmbolumb. Thevallum
could also be a drystone structure without ditchBhllydawley this structure

was large and in Cuppanagh slight.

The origins of the curvilinear nature of thallum are not clear but it was

adopted in the whole island of Ireland. Perhapsetisas some folk memory of

former practices. There is not full agreement among aalbgéts on the issue

of an acceptedchemaof monastic layout for the whole country. Compticas
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of interpretation do occur particularly where paagly existing developed sites
had been adapted for monastic uses. Certainly saneions occurred perhaps
locally or according to the site. In most of theg8ldevelopments subsequent to
the early medieval period have obscured the origita.In most of the Sligo
sites later medieval developments replaced thenmaligurvilinearsanctissimus

vallumto some degree.

This study on theallum has identified fragments of tlganctiorvallumin 7 of

11 early medieval monastic sites. Fragments oftmctusvallum are vaguely
identifiable in two sites and surviving in one anly several instances the
original sanctior/sanctissimus vallursystem has been replaced by a later
rectangular enclosures. This has caused presenprdéems of plotting the
original curvilinear site and a degree of dependamt soil/vegetation marks in
Ballydawley and Shancough. Nevertheless sections eafly medieval
sanctissimus vallurhave survived in three sites and in other sitey sohttered

fragments can be traced.

Hitherto the focus of attention of archaeologisés tbeen on the monuments
within the innermost enclosure with very little eattion to thevallum Such
notice that thevallum has received has been cursory and then only with
reference to its function as the enclosing elenodérihe important monuments
within. In most of the published reports it is mpaissible to identify &allumin
terms of the enclosures c&fanctus, sanctioror sanctissimusand the area
enclosed is not easy to clarify especially whemehe not a complete surviving
enclosure. In some sites fragments of vaumonly are evident.

The sites in south Co. Sligo were small and ofteratied on isolated bog islands

or at the ends of ridges. The impression gaindtias the sites were from the

earlier part of the early medieval period and thathe main they were small

settlements. The exceptions were the large foumastiin Ballydawley,

Carrowntemple and Kilboglashy. The inscribed stelabs of Carrowntemple

suggest a possible late Iron Age transition to $iam influence. Two of the
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sites investigated, Carrowntemple and Shancougtve hanly surviving
fragments of an earthen stone comathctissimus vallurand the ditch is not
discernableMostly in Sligo the bank element of the eartvatium was not at

all large and, where cleared of thorn, could eas#\stepped over rather like the
original stone and clayallum of the Desert Fathers. The sites convey an image
of simplicity without round towers, high crossesgthgabled buildings with
antae or any other indications of the later earledimval period. At
Carrowntemple thsanctior vallumis semicircular in plan and composed of two
drystone walls. This is now a farmyard accessifsgcnd was not depicted on
the 6” O.S. map 1837.

This study has revealed the frequent occurrenseuth Co. Sligo of theallum
system ofsanctus,sanctior and sanctissimusyhich has not hitherto received
much attention. Also revealed is the Reask paradifjoonjoinedsanctior and
sanctissimuswithin the curvilinearvallum. Through the years there appears to
have been a disassociation of the outernsastctusfrom the sanctior and
sanctissimusand consequently the association with Hanctissimuscentral
elements was lost. Also lost had been the contghuetverence for theallum
system but which has been maintained for shactissimusenclosure of the

monastery.

Thevallum system despite its frailties has overcome alMibessitudes of time,
weather and turmoil and has survived through tles ag illustrate the existence
of the way of life from the early medieval monastigstem. Thevallum is of

importance as a monument worthy of study in its oight for many reasons.

Implications of this work

e much can be learned from research and topogramtisdies
e the pioneering work of Swan (1983) is more relevdr@n ever and

indicates the continued relevance of research bas¢lde O.S. maps
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Swan’s list of characteristic features of early regdl monasteries has
been vindicated with perhaps the exception of thiesrains

the aerial photographic pioneering work of Normamd &t. Joseph
(1969), Mould (1972) and of Swan himself continaebe the basis of
current archaeological investigations not only iarlyy medieval
monasteries

the three-fold enclosure system sdinctus sanctior and sanctissimus
appears to be country wide with the significancahefsanctuson the
main diminished

variations of monastic layout vary with requirengenand local
topography. Revetment and terracing occur wherardegl as necessary
the Reask arrangement of conjoinednctior/sanctissimuss also
employed in Sligo

the established concentric system was also emplioy8tigo

a ‘canon of planning’ does appear to have been@adicountrywide
This study has vindicated the work of Mould, Norngam St. Joseph and
Swan also the work of the excavators since W.W. I

the 11 early medieval monastic in Sligo were said@ographically as

well as from maps and aerial photographs

Suggestions for the future

The following issues could usefully be considered

non-invasive investigation might reveal dividingllum in conjoined
single enclosure monuments
the importance of research and topographical stuafisites

the preparation of the catalogue of features ofsitiey
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